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Dear Nicolette,  

Today's Program 

 
Valerie Kohler, the owner of 
Blue Willow Bookshop, will 

share with us about the importance of literacy.  
Valerie was recently recognized as a "Champion 
of Literacy" by Literacy Advance of Houston. 

  

Dates to Remember 

February 6   Church Women United 
February 7   Officers' Training 
February 24 Executive Board Meeting 
March 1       UMW Sunday 
March 2       Janet Lahr Lewis, Missionary to  
                  Palestine and Israel,  
                  presentation at St. Peter's UMC 
                  7:00 pm (see link in Quick Links) 
March 6       Church Women United 
March 6-8    Texas Conference Spring 
                  Celebration  
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Those attending Officers Training at 
Jones UMC on Sat., Feb. 7, please 
meet in the east parking lot at 7:50 to 
carpool leaving at 8:00. 

  
  

 

Quick Links 

MDUMW website 

Native American 
Survival Study 

Janet Lahr Lewis 
 

 

President's Corner 

In the past I thought of February as a quiet, slow, 
middle of the winter, keep your head down, month.  
Well, I do not feel that way anymore!  I am SO busy 
and I bet you are too. 
  
UMW is really perking along right now: We are back to 

our regular UMW meetings from now until year end in May.  We have a 
wonderful February program with Valerie Koehler, and the other 
meetings will be exciting too.   The nomination committee has been 
busy preparing the way for next year with new officers.  Kelly Kiser 
and her committee have been working on Special Mission Recognition 
Awards.   Nicolette has been updating the website and preparing this 
newsletter for you.  The vendor committee has started receiving 
applications for Hearts and Hands 2009, and all circles are deep in 
their projects and programs for the year. 
  
Happily, a few weeks ago, a nice group of our members were able to 
attend the Goal of Excellence study "I Believe in Jesus"  presented by 
Coca Kimbrough.  The study was good for our UMW unit, and Coca 
provided much warmth in her presentation.  Our next study is in two 
months and will be on Native American Survival.  I hope everyone has 
the opportunity to attend at least one study this year.  They are 



excellent!   
  
I have to tell you that even though I am very busy with UMW business, I 
am enjoying it.  I am getting to know you better, I am learning so 
much, and I have the pleasure of seeing the value of our unit from 
"close up".  It is a great view. 
 
Keep warm and busy! 
 
Linda 

  

Reading Program 

Our 2009 books are in the Library and ready for you to 
read.  We have some great titles, including "Three Cups 
of Tea," which many of you have already read, so you 
have a start on the program already!  Let's see if we 
can't top last year's numbers of participants!  Remember 
you have until mid-December to complete your 
program, but why not get an early start? 
  
Karen Ward 

Secretary, Program Resources 

Holly Hall Book Review 

The last book review sponsored by Holly Hall will be 
March 25. The book to be reviewed is AMERICAN 

COURAGE:REMARKABLE TRUE STORIES EXHIBITING THE 

BRAVERY THAT HAS MADE OUR COUNTRY 

GREAT, written by Herbert W. Warden, III, and 
reviewed by Colleen Boudreaux. Tickets at the door 
are $10.00.  

 

 

 

 



Child Care 

CHILDCARE POLICY 
  
This is just a reminder that there will be nursery 
care provided for the General Meetings, but all 
other UMW activities require advanced reservations 
through Debbie Moore at 713-827-0220.  If you have 
questions or need to make a nursery request please 
contact Debbie. 

  

February Circle Meetings 

Betty Landrum Circle is meeting on Tuesday, February 17th, at 
9:30am, in room D127.  Suzy Reedstrom will speak on her trip to Israel. 
 
Bible Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 11th, from 1:00-
2:30pm in room D126.  The book we are studying is "Lost Women of the 
Bible" and we have copies for purchase for $10.00 each.  If you are 
interested in joining or visiting this circle, call Jane Erskine at 281-556-
8122 or Joan Garofalo at 281-531-6594. 
  
Changing Lives will join with the Music Circle on Tuesday, February 
17th, at 9:30am in Room A103.  Ann Ables will give a program on 
Handbells which will include some history, learning some ringing basics 
and actually ringing and singing some music. 
  
Common Thread Circle  will meet at the church on Tuesday, February 
17th, in room D220 at 9:30am.  Work will continue on handmade items 
for the area hospitals.   

This month our count is 3154 items donated by the circle to seven 
hospitals.  If anyone is interested in volunteer work and would like to 
work with our circle on projects their help will be greatly appreciated.  
We have machine sewing, hand sewing, knitting, crocheting, and 
stuffing pillows, everyone is welcome. 

   
Edith Moore Circle will meet Tuesday, February 17th, at 9:30am at 
the home of Peggy Hollis, 14914 River Forest (Nottingham Forest), 



Phone No. 281-497-6584.   Our program will be "Life Gift",  presented 
by Meredith Sharp, Community Liaison Representative. 
  
Lucy Collins Circle  will meet Tuesday, February 17th, at 9:30am in 
the home of Barbara Diffey Miller, 29 Bayou Shadows (77024), Phone 
No. 713-461-5226.  Beverly Brewer is her co hostess.  Linda Morgan is 
giving a program on her mission trip to Africa. 
  
Mary Lee Marshall Circle will meet on Monday, February 16th, at 
MDUMC, at 6:30pm.  We will gather in the ambulatory (behind the 
choir loft) to hear Cindy Hickok, the fiber artist who designed MDUMC's 
worship paraments. 
 
Music Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 17th, at 9:30am, in room 
A103 for their regular refreshments and business meeting, then move 
to D126 (downstairs by the elevator) for the program. Ann Ables will 
present the program on Handbells which will include some history, 
learning some ringing basics and actually ringing and singing some 
music. 
 
Reading Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 17th, at the Connection 
Center. We gather at 9:30am to visit and have refreshments with the 
meeting at 10:00am. Judy Mc Farland will review "Same Kind of 
Different As Me". For further information call Phyllis Buchanan 
(281)497-4336. 

  

Mission Stitchers 

Mission Stitchers meet every Thursday from 10:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in The Connection Center.  
All persons interested in any type of needlework, 
crafts or sewing are invited to join the group.    
Donations of sewing supplies, fabric, etc. are 
accepted at The Connection Center.  Barbara 

Leflar will accept them for Mission Stitchers. 

  

 



UMW Sunday 

Sunday, March 1 is UMW Communion Sunday as well as 
General Meeting at 12:00 in the Gym.  We are looking 
forward to Cynthia Harvey being our speaker.  UMW 
members will serve communion and Linda Morgan will 
have a sheet at the February General Meeting.  Please 
sign up for serving at a worship service as well as 
greeting  and manning (or is that "womaning") the UMW 
table in the Friendship Court that day.  We will be 

selling cookbooks and have the scrapbook out too.  There will be a 
need for many of you so look for the sheet near the Membership table.  

Larkin Street 

Larkin Community Center is in need of diapers and baby food.  
Donations can be brought to the General Meetings and given to Mary 
Siegele or left at the reception marked for Larkin and Mary Siegele. 

Health Kits 

We hope to be able to take many Health Kits to the Texas Conference 
School of Missions this summer.  Circles, please consider putting 
together some kits and turning them in to the board by May. 
 
To prepare a Health Kit: 
Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag. 

1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", No kitchen towels)  

1 washcloth  

1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)  

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)  

1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)  

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, No child-size 
brushes)  



6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages  

$1.00 to purchase toothpaste  

 
OR 

  

Write a check for $12.00 for each Health Kit.  Checks should be made 
out to UMCOR 
 
This link will take you to our UMW website page that lists the various 
hands on projects we do.  Just click on "UMCOR kits" and you will go 
directly to the various kits. 
Hands on Projects 

Do You Hear What I Hear? 

Dear UMW Friends, 

  

Do you, your family, a friend, or co worker need reliable information 
on hearing loss or managing hearing loss?  Resources will also be 
available for children's hearing loss. 

  

The Saturday event, "Do you Hear what I Hear?" is hosted by St. Luke's, 
Houston, Hearing Loss Association-Houston Chapter DARS - Office for 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services,  March 7th.   

  

Please click below to see the Brochure for this event: 
Brochure 

  

Blessings, 

Charlene (Chicky) Fowler 

  
 

 
 

  

 


