Love how Christ loved!
It’s a COMMAND

John 13:34-35 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

I. Worlds view of love

· Enduring marriage
· Giving of gifts

· Doing a good deed for someone

· Treating people the way they want to be treated

II. How a Christians view of love SHOULD differ
· Pure

· Peaceful

· Unconditional

· Sometimes unpleasant

III. Understanding God’s love?

· Understand Biblical or God’s principles of love.
· The love of Christ is not necessarily a one size fits all (meaning Christ just heals physically, and spiritually)

· The Bible tells us that  His love is unusual or not typical 
1 John 3:1 "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God"
· “What manner of love” – Greek word for manner is potapos, which means something unusual or foreign.

Phillipians 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel

Matthew 8:27 The men were amazed and asked, "What manner of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!"

The men were saying…this man is not like us.  He does things we do not do.  Unusual deeds.

· Deeds not like ours (unusual)

Example of an unusual deed…

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
God sent his Son who is pure, and righteous to die in place of those who are not righteous.  That is unusual…

IV. Understanding Gods love at work in us


· God’s love sometimes will be a love of discipline 

Psalms 118:17-19 I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.  The LORD has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over to death.  Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 

· Chasten according to Webster is “to inflict suffering or punishment upon to humble or improve.”
· Since we are the Children of God, we must view this principle from the perspective of a child.  Even we were children, we associated love with good things.  A lot of times when our parents gave things to us, we really felt like they loved us.  THIS WILL HURT ME MORE THAN IT HURTS YOU!
· Just the same as Christians, we associate Gods love for us when he provides something we have been in need of.

· We do not like to associate God with a negative circumstance or situation that we may be in.

· REMEMBER WHAT MANNER OF LOVE?  Something that is foreign or different than what we are used to.
· This may mean that Gods love for us, discipline go hand in hand.

· Hebrew 12:5-6 "My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth"

V. If your chastened your growing in…

· Attitude

· Perception

· Vision

· Treatment of others

· Ministry

· Etc.
