
Wagginô Tails Press 

 2009 was an uphill battle for RCHS. We faced one of our hardest years. However, 
thanks to our  supporters, we were able to prevail. Whether you adopted, fostered, or sponsored 
an animal, donated supplies, money, volunteered, or even purchased a raffle ticket, you ñHelped 
us Help Themò.  We want to let everyone know how appreciative we are for their efforts in any 
size or form.  

 Month after month we discussed how we were going to keep our doors open. We took 
the animals to as many community events as possible; parades, fundraisers, and local stores to get 
them noticed. Volunteers took the animals routinely to PetSmart every single weekend in 2009. 
Ripley Publishing (Osgood Journal/Versailles Republican) was generous enough to allow us to 
promote a ñPet of the Monthò in their newspapers in 2009. Along with numerous articles written 
throughout the year about our events at RCHS. Our local radio station, WRBI, supported us by 
broadcasting our need for the publicôs support, the Batesville Herald Tribune published articles 
about our goals and what we have achieved. As always, our website was an instrumental tool for 
our animals needing homes to be seen by folks that are not local.  

 Last year in April, we sent out our first Wagginô Tails Press Newsletter to all of our 
supporters. Judging by the feedback we received from the letter, it was a huge success! We 
received almost $1,400 in donations from the newsletter. This helped us provide much needed 
medical care, heat, and food for the animals we took into the shelter. 

 In July 2009 RCHS board members and volunteers setup at the stoplight in Osgood and 
collected donations. Of course, anyone can stand at the stoplight and ask for money, we wanted 
everyone to know who and what we were there for. So the RCHS board members and volunteers 
dressed as dogs. It was quite a site to see. The ñdoggiesò at the stoplight raised $600. 

 In September 2009, Irish and Jim Stockard, volunteers at the shelter, created a mega 
raffle for RCHS. They were able to get over 200 local vendors on board and donate items to be 
raffled off at the Versailles Pumpkin Show. Each ticket cost $1. It was truly touching to see all 
the local vendors care so much about RCHS. The raffle was a HUGE success with the grand total 
of donations adding up to $2,775! 

 During October 2009, Gene Swing, a board member at RCHS, organized our annual 
rummage sale at the fairgrounds in Osgood. The rummage sale has always been a success. Items 
sold were donated from the public. RCHS was able to raise $900 from the sale.  

 One of our ongoing year round fundraisers raised over $1,800 in 2009. Jan Barnes, a 
board member at RCHS, introduced Kroger gift cards to the shelter earlier in the year. Everyone 
goes shopping. Itôs something we all do almost everyday, some of us even more than that. Itôs 
shop! By using Krogerôs RCHS gift cards, we were able to reap the rewards all year long. 
Currently 8 people use the cards repetitively. Those loyal 8 people were able to raise such a big 
profit. Could you imagine if all our RCHS supporters used the cards? Call or stop by the shelter 
and we will get you started. 

 We are always looking for ways to provide funding for our shelter. If you are able to 
help or have any ideas or suggestions for us, please be sure to contact us and let us know. There 
is a website that gives to shelterôs everyday. You donôt have to login and itôs absolutely free to 
you. Go to www.theanimalrescuesite.com. Click on the icon that says ñShelter Challengeò. Type 
in the search area Ripley County Humane Society, and then enter the city (Osgood). Click the 
vote button. Thatôs it. That is all you have to do. You can even ask the site to send you daily 
reminders. We hope you will be able to go to the site and vote for us! 
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RCHS Mission  

To provide assistance to 

needy, domesticated animals 

in Ripley County and to 

educate the residents of Ripley 

County regarding animal 

welfare.  

 

RCHS Profile  

The Ripley County Humane 

Society, Inc. is a not for profit 

501(C)3 organization operating 

a No Kill animal shelter in 

Ripley County, Indiana.  

 

RCHS Purpose  

The purpose of the Corporation 

is to secure the future of 

needy domesticated animals in 

Ripley County.  This is 

accomplished by providing 

suitable care, food, shelter, 

treatment and placement into 

a humane environment, 

e d u c a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c 

concerning animal welfare; 

advocating humane treatment 

of animals and fostering 

relationships between people 

and animals.  

The Ripley County Humane 

Society is funded solely on 

donations.  

 

1202 West County Road 150 N 

Osgood, Indiana 47037 

Check us out 

on the web! 

www.rchumane.org 

Phone: 812-689-3773 

Email: info@rchumane.org 
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Top 10 Dog Poisons 

Last year, there were more than 100,000 cases of pet poisoning in the U.S. Many of these were caused by substances you probably 

have in your home, substances that may seem perfectly harmless to you. But just because something is safe for people, doesnôt meant 

it wonôt hurt our beloved pets. Some of the most dangerous dog poisons are foods and medications we take on a daily basis . . . 

1.    Medications meant for people: Ibuprofen or naproxen can cause stomach and intestinal ulcers or kidney failure. 

2.    Flea and Tick products: Thousands of animals are unintentionally poisoned by receiving excessive amounts 

3.    People food: Chocolate, Alcohol, Avocado, Macadamia Nuts, Grapes, Raisins, Xylitol (sweetener) 

4.    Rat and Mouse Poison: Your animal could even be poisoned by eating the poisoned rodent that ingested the poison. 

5.    Pet Medications: Painkillers and De-wormers, if given in excess, are known to cause thousands of deaths. 

6.    Household Plants: Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Tulips, Daffodils, Sago Palms 

7.    Chemical Hazards: Antifreeze, Paint Thinner, and chemicals for swimming pools 

8.    Household Cleaners: Bleach is a leading cause of pet poisoning, resulting in stomach and respiratory tract problems. 

9.    Heavy Metals: Lead, which is in paint, linoleum, and batteries; Zinc, which is found in pennies 

10.  Fertilizer: Products for your lawn and garden may be poisonous if ingested. 

If you think your pet has been poisoned, gather up potential poison that remains. You can also collect a sample of the vomit. This 

will be beneficial to your veterinarian. Call your veterinarian right away. If after hours, call the emergency contact number given. 

òYour adoption prices seem highó 

òIs it humane to tie your dog outsideó? 
There are a variety of reasons why people chain their dogs outside. Many people believe that dogs should live outside, and they 

keep the dog tied up because he or she escapes the yard or digs in the garden. Whatever the reasons, fewer dog owners seem to 

be keeping their dogs tied up. And many communities have passed laws against long-term chaining of dogs. Reason being 

because more people are learning that continuous tethering is bad for dogs. As pack animals, dogs have been bred for thousands 

of years to form a strong attachment to a human family. An otherwise friendly and happy dog, when kept continually chained 

and isolated, often becomes neurotic, unhappy, anxious, and aggressive. In fact, studies show that chained dogs are much more 

likely to bite. Chained dogs are also subject to attacks by other animals, cruel humans, and insect bites. Rarely does a chained 

dog receive sufficient care. Tethered dogs suffer from sporadic feedings, overturned water bowls, inadequate veterinary care, 

and extreme temperatures. Tethered dogs can easily become ñpart of the sceneryò and can be easily ignored by others. A 

chained animal is caught in a vicious cycle of long periods of boredom, and social isolationï further deterring human interaction 

and kindness. In the end, the helpless dog can only suffer watching the world go by in isolation-a cruel fate for what is by nature 

a highly social animal. Many dog owners have learned to solve the problems that caused them to tie their dogs outside in the 

first place. If you or someone you know tethers their dog, please consider these suggestions: Install a fence if your property 

does not already have one; install a large chain link dog run; install an electronic fence; install a cable run. Of course proper 

shelter will need to be provided. If these suggestions were not helpful, and you want to bring your dog inside, itôs always a good 

idea to take your dog to obedience class. And of course, spaying or neutering your pet. A pet that has been altered, is less likely 

to roam and is more content to stay at home and have less behavior issues. Remember that behavior problems inside the house 

are often a lack of stimulation. By providing your dog with proper toys, exercise, people time, and positive reinforcement, you 

will alter undesirable behaviors and teach acceptable house manners. In addition, a dog who is inside the house is much  more 

likely to deter an intruder. RCHS is not looking to condemn anyone for chaining or tethering their animals. Our goal is to 

educate the public and if this article can help even just one family bring their pet inside, we will be ecstatic. 

Some people might ask ñWhy are the adoption prices so high?ò The average price to adopt a dog is $200. Itôs about $75 for a cat. We 

pay for the cost to spay/neuter the animal. The animals are de-wormed, up to date on shots, micro-chipped, and any other medical 

care they might need. If you were to get a puppy from a puppy farm or the mall, the first visit to the vet would be at least $100 for all 

the initial shots. They have to be de-wormed and the cost of that is very little, maybe $10-$15, but the cleanup is not a treat. Then 

when the puppy is old enough for spay/neuter, the bill will be a minimum of $100 for a small dog, a larger dog will be even more. 

Micro-chipping is anywhere from $50-$100 depending on where you go. If you adopt from RCHS all this is already taken care of! 

Just keep in mind that we are a non-profit organization. We do not make money from adoptions, as the amount of money we spend 

on the animals in our care far exceeds what we receive when they are adopted. When an animal is adopted from us, your donation 

may be going toward heartworm treatments for a dog desperately needing medical care, milk supplements for puppies or kittens that 

have lots their mothers, antibiotics for abandoned animals left in rental houses or apartments with bacteria infections, or abused 

animals with life threatening injuries requiring surgery. 



Kroger Rewards Program donated $1,800 to RCHS in 2009! 

Canõt Adopt? Be A Pal Sponsor. 

Kroger has now made fundraising easier for us with the Kroger Neighborhood Rewards program. All you do is request a card from 
RCHS (it will already have a $1 balance on it) and reload the card with additional money, up to $500 at a time, when you shop at 
Kroger. You will need to reload your card at the register before your purchases are scanned. This must be done in a separate 
transaction. When our organization reaches $5,000 or more in reloads with Krogerôs four-week cycles, RCHS will receive a rebate 
check for 4% of the $5,000. If we donôt reach $5,000 in a cycle, the funds will carry over into the next cycle. If you are not using this 
program currently-please call us today to get a card. It is such an easy way to help the animals, with no additional cost to you. Very 
little time and effort, but such big rewards! Remember, this card does not take the place of your Kroger card. Itôs simply a gift card 
that when used, donates a percentage to RCHS. Also, this card can be used at Jay C store and other local stores owned by Kroger. 

Things to Remember: 

Å  You can recharge your card for ANY amount up to $500. 

Å  Pay for the recharged card with cash, check or major credit card. 

Å Each time you help us reach $5,000 in recharges, Kroger will send a check to RCHS for 4% of all recharges. 

If you love animals, but canôt keep one with you ð now you can SPONSOR ONE! This is how the Ripley County Humane 
Societyôs Pal Sponsorship Program works: RCHS will rescue a ñPalò in your name. The pet will be examined by a veterinarian, 
vaccinated and spayed or neutered prior to being placed up for adoption. RCHS will notify you when your Pal is rescued. You may 
visit your Pal at the shelter or on our web page which will show that you contributed funds that assisted us in saving their lif e and 
identifies you as their Pal. You will also receive a photo of your Pal. When your Pal is adopted, RCHS will contact you so you can 
share in the joy of knowing he was placed in a loving, permanent home. 
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I would like to be a Pal Sponsor. My tax-deductible donation will go 
directly towards the rescue of a pet. RCHS will notify me when my pet is 
ready to be 

placed for adoption. I will also be notified by RCHS when my Pal is 
placed in a loving, permanent home. If you have any questions about 
being a Pal Sponsor, please contact us at rchumane@netzero.com. 

Date: _______ 

Sponsor Name:____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City/ST/ZIP: ______________________________________ 

Phone: (        ) _____________________________________ 

 My $50.00 donation is enclosed to sponsor a Pal. 

OR... You can make a tax deductible donation without 

being a sponsor. 

 Please accept my donation check in the amount of $ _____ 

Sponsor Signature ________________________________ 

Send this form and your check to: 

RCHS 

Audrey and Hunter are just 2 

dogs that are in need of a Pal 

RCHS is in desperate need of  foster homes 
RCHS foster care volunteers provide temporary care for kittens, puppies, cats and dogs. Some animals need a home for 2 weeks, 
others may need three months. By offering your time, energy, and home to an animal in need, you prepare the animal for adoption 
into a permanent, loving, forever home. RCHS is especially looking for foster homes throughout the Spring and Summer seasons. 
The more fosters we have, the more lives we can save. Here are some reasons why we would need a foster home for our animals: 
kittens and puppies are too young to be spayed/neutered; cats or dogs who are nursing their litter and need to raise them in a home 
environment where they can all receive proper socialization; cats and dogs who are being treated for an illness such as upper 
respiratory infection or kennel cough and require daily medications and TLC; adult dogs, that have grownup chained up outside,  
need special attention and taught basic house manners and rules. RCHS provides veterinary care and medicine for the foster animals 
and lots of support to the foster care volunteers. Foster care volunteers provide time, shelter, and lots of love. The rewards of being a 
foster parent are many. The include offering an animal a second chance and the added benefit of receiving the love and attention 
right back from the animal you nurture. If you are interested in joining our foster care program, please call us at 812-689-3773. 



Itôs widely accepted among the vast majority of dog training experts that the most effective and humane way to train 
your dog is through a process called positive reinforcement training. This is a fancy phrase for whatôs essentially a 
very simple theory: using positive reinforcement entails rewarding the behavior that you wish to see repeated, and 
ignoring the behavior that you donôt.   This is based upon your petôs natural instinct to please you. The theory of 
positive reinforcement recognizes that lessons are more meaningful for dogs, and tend to ñstickò more, when a dog 
is able to figure out what youôre asking under their own steam. Dogs often chew to relieve stress and excess energy. 
If your dog chews on something that is off-limits, say "no" or "eh" in a low voice. Then immediately give your dog   

Yukon, a Siberian Huskey, was deserted in his backyard after his owners decided to split up 
and move away. He was in a small caged area by himself for over 2 weeks. The owners did 
ask someone to stop by when they could and give him food. When he was brought in, he was 
in shocking condition. His hair was matted to his skin, his ribs were showing, and he was 
covered in his own fecies. RCHS gave him several baths, cut his hair, took him to the vet, and 
gave him lots and lots of tlc. In the meantime, in a another state, Tim and Yvonne Moore 
from Burlington, KY had a purebred Husky named Buddy. The Mooreôs had rescued Buddy 
about 6 years ago. At that time, a microchip was not found on Buddy. So the Mooreôs kept 
him and he became part of their family. Right about the same time Yukon came to our 
shelter, Buddy got out of the Mooreôs privacy fence and lost his collar in the process. Buddy 
was later picked up by the local SPCA. The Mooreôs were excited their dog had been found.  
However, a microchip that had  migrated into Buddyôs body was found by SPCA. The 

RCHS Tips and Tricks: Chewing and Biting 

Ripley County Humane Society Success . . .  

Yukon with his new forever family. 

microchip had  migrated into Buddyôs body was found by SPCA. The microchip gave the previous owners contact information from 
6 years ago. SPCA called the previous owners and they came and picked Buddy up and took him home with them. The Mooreôs 
were heartbroken. Their two children, ages 9 and 6, were also devastated that Buddy went home with his original owners. After 6 
years, he was a member of their family. To heal the heartache, Tim and Yvonne went online looking for a dog just like Buddy. This 
is where Yukon joins their story. The Mooreôs looked on our website and found Yukon. They contacted us immediately and we told 
them about the hard life Yukon had so far. The Mooreôs adopted Yukon. Yukon wore a big smile the day the Mooreôs picked him up. 
Before Yukon left, he was micro-chipped, with the Mooreôs as his one and only owner. 

RCHS 2009 Scrapbook  

a safe chew toy. Praise him for good behavior. Give your dog a safe chew toy instead of old household items like old shoes, because 
that could encourage him to also chew on new shoes. You will also want to avoid rough play and games like "tug of war" as this can 
encourage aggressive behavior. Until your dog can be trusted not to destroy your home and yard, do not give him free, unsupervised 
run of your house. Give them a pleasant area or room of his own where he can enjoy himself and relax. Kong toys can be stuffed 
with treats. This will entertain them for hours trying to extricate the treats. Remember, dogs do not chew and destroy your house and 
belongings because they are angry, jealous or spiteful. They do it because they are dogs. They may be lonely, bored, frustrated or 
anxious, but they are not malicious, vindictive, or petty.  

 

Hopewell Church volunteers 

Jan getting kisses. 

Irish at the stoplight 

Sandy and Tinkerbell 

RCHS at the Pumpkin Show �6�F�R�W�W�L�H���W�K�H���´�&�D�W���%�X�U�J�O�H�U�µ��-  He was ready to go! 

DeDee at the stoplight 

Sandy and Taylor 


