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Hazel’s Circuitous Path to Life

ithout the strong an-
chor that a relationship
with Jesus Christ could

have brought to her life, Hazel*
made a disastrous choice that led
to deep pain for her and her fam-
ily. Like the prodigal, she ended
up with no job, no family supports
and her three children were often
hungry or ill clad.

But the God of all grace had com-
passion on her and, with arms of
love, brought her to Himself.
Read on and “travel” with Hazel
over her circuitous path to life and
restoration. And to do that, let’'s”
jump in,” joining her from those
pre-disastrous-choice days.

Hazel had worked from early on

in her life. In fact, she was a hard
worker. Our own Ray Klein attests
to that as Hazel had worked for
him in one of his 7-Eleven stores -
in his pre-Love INC days.

Hazel also worked hard at moth-
ering her daughter. She sent her
to the Albemarle Baptist Church
AWANA program and to church
on Sunday mornings. But Hazel
did not attend church herself and
the absence of a spiritual com-
pass was one in-

gredient in her

. &
downfall that sur- , ,ﬁ:
faced when her 4 oA
marriage began to = [8

erode.
By this time, Hazel had three chil-

dren to bear the brunt of her ac-
tions along with her. Leaving
Charlottesville with another man,
she moved to another state, tak-
ing the children with her.

But, as is often the case, the lus-
ter of this new relationship wore
off quickly and she decided to
move back to Charlottesville to be
near her family and her children’s
daddy.

To her dismay, Hazel found the
economy was not the same as it
had been several years before
and it was harder to get a good
job -- and she had no car. So,
Hazel stayed out in the county in
a trailer belonging to her mother’s
new boyfriend and searched for a
job, as she was able, leaving her
little ones at the trailer for safe-
keeping.

Then the unthinkable happened.
Hazel could not even believe it at
first, though all the signs were
there. Her mother’s boyfriend was
molesting her beautiful little girls.
Hazel immediately removed her
children and took them to their
daddy, explaining to him the hor-
ror of what she had discovered.

Next she brought in the authori-
ties. There was a dizzying round
of psychological appointments,
police investigations, and school
appointments. To make matters
worse, Hazel’'s mother did not
take kindly to the accusations lev-

eled at her new boyfriend. She
went to court and filed an evic-
tion notice on her daughter.

Finally one of the several social
workers produced an emer-
gency Section 8 voucher to help
Hazel find a home suitable for
her and her children. So, Hazel
breathed a temporary sigh of
relief, but it was short lived.

She realized that she had no
job and no way to earn the se-
curity deposit. Her children’s
daddy had bailed her out over
and over in the last months and
was now supplying the child-
care, food and overhead for the
children. But he did not have
the $800 security deposit to
spare.

Evicted from her mother’s
house and bearing the brunt of
her mother’s anger about the
legal proceedings, Hazel was
running out of options. For the
moment, she was grateful to be
able to stay with an acquaint-
ance, sleeping on the sofa, but
the friend was to be evicted her-
self within a matter of weeks. It
seemed pretty hopeless all
around.

So, for the first time Hazel
turned to Love INC, leaving a
message on the help line that
outlined the molestation — but
recording only her first name
and giving no telephone num-
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ber! The Love INC staff scram-
bled to contact the child protective
workers in both Charlottesville
and Albemarle, but no one seem-
ingly had a record of any of this.

With an apparent roadblock, the
staff prayed and finally Hazel
called again, providing a better
idea of the need. The details also
helped Ray recollect that she had
worked for him some years be-
fore.

As a next step, Susan put out a
request for the needed security
deposit and Hazel began looking
for an apartment in earnest.

Separately, John from Covenant
Church of God and Roger from
First Presbyterian Church con-
tacted Love INC to help with this
need. Together they made up
what was needed for the security
deposit and then Hazel and
Susan went together to look at an
apartment.

When they were convinced that a
suitable place was found, Susan
spoke with the property manager,
giving assurance that Love INC
donors would provide the entire
security deposit. As a result, by
the first of the month, Hazel and
her children were in the apart-
ment.

But it was almost a barren apart-
ment; at least there was nothing
to sit on in her living room. At the
same time, God knew that David
Hendon of University Baptist
Church had just the right thing --
a large sectional sofa, which he
made available to Hazel. While he
was concerned that it would be
too big for her small living room,
Hazel was delighted and said it fit
exactly right!

So far, so good, but this was not

the end of the story — the best
was yet to come. Hazel contin-
ued to keep in touch with Love
INC. As a result, she was given
clothing from Portico Church’s
Roger and Kim Boutin, toys for
the children from Fresh Fire
Church, and other items. The
donations served as a powerful
carrot that kept her in touch.

But the real goal was that Hazel
would start attending church
and accept Jesus into her life as
her Lord and Savior. With each
contact, the Love INC staff kept
on with the gentle reminders
that she needed to getinto a
church.

Hazel responded with questions
about lots of things. “What was
that church like?” “Where could
she find a children’s program?”
“Was this one really a Christian
church?” “How about that
one?’

Then one day
after a num-
ber of months,
Hazel came
into the office
unannounced.
She almost
did not need
to announce the news she
brought with her. Her face
beamed with the obvious light of
Christ. What had happened?

Hazel explained that she had
started going to church just like
we had been urging her to do.
She went on to explain that she
finally found a good church, was
going to a class on healing of
personal issues, and a Bible
study as well. She and her chil-
dren were attending Sunday
School and the services on
Sunday.

She had kicked her boyfriend out,
sent him back to his own country,
and traded his truck in for a van
that she and her children could use
to get to church. And most impor-
tantly, she had given her heart and
her life to the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. Oh the power of the
Almighty God!

Hazel couldn’t remember the name
of the church she went to, but she
said it was “really good,” A couple
of months later, the staff discov-
ered that a number of single moms
— including Hazel -- had a devoted
mentor, faithfully watching after
them, encouraging them and find-
ing help for them when they ran
into problems.

Anna LaBounty, of Christ Com-
munity Church, was that sweet
saint -- and when Anna is not
shepherding single moms, she di-
rects the Pregnancy Center. Thank
you, Anna for shepherding Hazel!!

At the same time, thank you to all
those who helped with Hazel’s
needs, forging that link of relation-
ship that eventually brought her to
His throne.

All this demonstrates that transfor-
mations may not happen over-
night. It may seem like we are get-
ting nowhere with someone, but it
was our Lord who talked about the
seed, then the ear, then the full
corn in the ear. It takes planting
and weeding, cultivating and wa-
tering before the fruit of our labor
becomes evident. The route may
be circuitous, but when God is init,
He brings His wandering sheep
Home. =

* Names of those served have been changed through-
out the newsletter to protect confidentiality
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Young Men at Work

church youth group leaders

are typically challenged to be
very creative as they seek to in-
culcate truth and values, while
maintaining the interest of their
teen, and even pre-teen, kids.

I n today’s fast paced world,

Two leaders who sought to have
that kind of an impact on their
youth just happened to have
come up with the same idea.
Mary Beth Eubanks from Olivet
Presbyterian Church and Juli
Balik from St. Thomas Aquinas
Church each contacted Love INC
and broached the same question.

Could their respective youth
groups come for an afternoon or a
morning to work at Love INC?
The women hoped “their” kids
would gain some appreciation of
what Love INC does for the com-
munity and begin to develop their
own concern for those who hurt.

The day before the Olivet Presby-
terian group was due to arrive,
Peter Kulenek and friends from
Portico Church showed up with
an entire room full of donations --
two pickup truck loads to be ex-
act!

Now, while furniture, such as a
bed, can readily go directly to a
client, items like toys, dishes, pots
and pans are more difficult to
match. In that case, we keep the
things in the office for clients to
sort through themselves.

It soon became evident that the
Lord was busy preparing the
workday for the two volunteer
youth groups, as the load deliv-
ered by the Portico group was just
the beginning. Right “on their
heels,” Natalie Kindrick from
Hand to Hand Ministries

showed up with a pile of baby
items.

Next, Phyllis Barbour came with
a comforter, bed linens, and
some items of furniture. Carole
Wells came with clothing. Charli
McGhee brought more clothing.
John Mays, from the Charlottes-
ville First Assembly Church
brought a microwave.

Dorothy Schladitz, a volunteer
from Lake Christian Church,
came to work with a crib, a car
seat, a stroller, and some baby
clothes. The office was totally
jam packed so that no one could
walk through it. The staff just
stared at the pile, grateful that so
many clients would benefit, but
wondering where to begin to
bring order to the bountiful sup-

ply.

The next day Scott, Zac, Michael
and Will — ages 11-13 -- arrived
from Olivet Presbyterian. After
some coaching,

they were paired

up at two of the

office phones.

Then they were

given client lists

and they began

calling to see

which client

wanted some of

what was there in the office. An
hour went by and still they were
calling and matching.

Their directions to Love INC
were not always the clearest, but
those boys had ENTHUSIASM!
Soon clients started to trickle in.
First the crib disappeared with a
new mom and then the car seat
was taken by a grandmother who
has custody of two grandchil-
dren.

Next the bed was taken for a
seven year old girl. Then some
clothing vanished out the door
carried by a couple of very happy
moms. By the time the boys were
ready to leave, everyone looked
around with amazement at how
much they had accomplished!!

The second group of young men
actually came from two churches:
St. Thomas Aquinas and the
Church of the Incarnation. On a
week-long retreat, Chris, Currick,
David, J.P., Daniel and Anthony
were taking this morning to give
back to the community. These
fellows were a little older than the
first crew, but the modus operandi
was the same.

Because of the success of the
previous group of boys, this time
the office was neat and tidy with
only a few baby clothes in one
corner. So instead, the fellows
linked donor furniture with clients.
And with success!!

This group also was able to an-
swer phones and arrange for de-
livery of furniture. Their counsel-
ors blessed us as well, doing of-
fice work in the meantime.

But finally the growling stomachs
won over the fellows resolve to
continue working and they left for
some fast food on the way back
to the camp. Nevertheless, they
put another good dent in diminish-
ing the office workload!

As the group leaders and the of-
fice staff reflected on what had
been accomplished by these fine
young men, it was evident that
the intentions of their visit had
achieved the goals. For this, we
thank the Lord. m
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He Comes to Help Now

ormally a mother wants her

son to marry a woman who

has values similar to her
own. And when that is not the
case, relations often — but not al-
ways -- tend to be strained. But it
was certainly the situation when
Ryan married Olivia.

Sadly, Olivia’s mother-in-law had
little time for her. Ryan’s parents

were church going folks who kept
their distance from a daughter in

law who was not following God’s

ways.

His mom referred to Olivia not with
the kindness of Naomi, as re-
corded in the book of Ruth, but
with a sharp tongue like that of Re-
becca referring to her son Esau’s
Canaanite wives: “| am disgusted
with living because of these
women.”

Olivia and Ryan had children, one
after another. This thrust many
pressures on the young couple,
but, beyond that, Olivia had some
other issues. Apparently Ryan tried
to hold the family together, but his
best efforts were not enough and,
as a result, he and his wife spent
some years apart.

As Olivia struggled, she turned to
others for help, often calling Love
INC when she was in trouble. Un-
fortunately, frequently the requests
were not something Love INC
could meet and Olivia had to be
sent elsewhere. Often what she
asked for was financial help.

The animosity within the extended
family was so strong that members
even called Love INC to advise
against helping Olivia. But when
Dorothy, from Lake Christian
Church, came to work at Love INC
as a volunteer she decided other-

wise about Olivia. She had a bur-
den in her heart for this woman
in so much distress.

So when Dorothy heard from
Olivia about her need for a sim-
ple medication, Dorothy quietly
met with her at CVS and paid for
it. Unbeknownst to anyone else
at the office, Dorothy continued
to monitor Olivia’s need for this
medication month after month.
She prayed for Olivia often — and
God continued to work.

One major turnaround that
brought an inkling of hope for the
future took place when Ryan re-
turned to the family and found a
decent job. As a result, the family
began to stabilize.

Dorothy continued to help and
brought them groceries from the
Holy Comforter Catholic
Church food 3
pantry each
month -- and
she continued
to keep in
touch with the
family. She
got to know
Ryan and the
children. Then Ryan got a better
job, working at night, and it
seemed as though the family
would make it after all.

But then Olivia found out that
she was pregnant again. It had
been many years since the last
child was born; in fact, she and
Ryan had thought she was too
old to get pregnant! Evidently
not!

So Dorothy kept a sharp eye out
for baby things for Olivia: a crib,

baby clothing and diapers. Ryan
came over to the Love INC office
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many times to pick up “one more
thing.”

Everyone found that Ryan is hard
not to like. And he and Dorothy
became friends. Then when Ryan
expressed his gratitude to Doro-
thy for all she had done for his
family, he went on to offer to help
her with bringing food from Holy
Comforter.

First he did it for his own family,
and then, when he realized how
many families Dorothy was get-
ting food for each month, he of-
fered to help her with the whole
food delivery each month!

Now Ryan meets Dorothy and
carries all the groceries to her car,
helping her deliver to all nine of
“her” families. Some days he has-
n’t even been to bed yet when he
comes to help her!

Dorothy continues to pray that the
family will attend church regularly.
She knows that a family founda-
tion built on the Rock of Christ will
withstand any storm and so she
addresses the issue repeatedly.
They haven’t found a church yet,
but the dialog is open as far as
Dorothy is concerned.

Would you join Dorothy in praying
for this couple — that their family
stability would grow, that they
would associate with a church
and, primarily, that Ryan, Olivia
and their children would meet the
Savior? m

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

“He who is kind to the poor lends
to the Lord, and He will reward
him for what he has
done” [Proverbs 21:13]




LINKING THE NEEDS OF THE CHARLOTTESVILLE—ALBEMARLE COMMUNITY WITH CHURCH VOLUNTEEERS PAGE 5

A Woman You Just Must Meet!

t's been said that, “Behind

every good man, there’s a

good woman.” From my ob-
servations, that

certainly appears ‘ / ﬁ;‘g

to be the case
-
4

at Love INC and,
at first thought,
Susan Shellito
comes to mind.

Recently, | had

the privilege to speak with Susan
at Love INC. | initiated our con-
versation by asking how she
came to be a part of the Love INC
team.

From the response to that open-
ing question on, the session
turned out to be a blessing I'll
never forget. And | readily con-
cluded that, while she serves as
Ray Klein’s support in the Clear-
inghouse, the prime Person
Susan is behind appears to be
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let me share some of what
meant so much to me in our dia-
log and, as | quickly determined,
to so many needy people in the
community of Charlottesville and
the surrounding area.

Susan’s parents moved a lot
when she was small. Her travels
took her from California to Maine,
and eventually to Virginia. By the
time she was 18 years old, she
had moved 20 times.

But in the midst of the many diffi-
cult transitions, Susan experi-
enced a deep heartache — at the
age of 13, she lost her mom. And,
if you knew what went on behind
the scenes, you would realize that
Susan lived with a broken family.
She experienced first-hand many

of the difficulties she currently
sees through the eyes of Love
INC.

As a result of her experience,
Susan learned to deal with many
types of persons. And beyond the
pain of family life, the Lord gra-
ciously planted seeds of hope in
her life.

At the time, she was the only per-
son in her family to attend church.
She learned what it meant to be
cared for, and most importantly,
she learned what it meant to care
for others. And, by the age of 15,
Susan had read the New Testa-
ment, and falling on her knees,
she accepted Jesus Christ as her
personal Savior.

When Susan came to Virginia,
she found it difficult to locate a job
that was rewarding to her. Then,
at just the right time, a close
friend helped by pointing her to
Love INC. So Susan applied and,
when she was offered a position,
she decided to try it out.

Susan was overwhelmed with the
rewarding satisfaction she got
while helping others in need. She
was “hooked,” but she still strug-
gled, realizing that there were so
many in need! She had a heart for
them all, but needed some help
herself in order to give the help
that was needed.

The whole time, as | asked Susan
for reasons why she continued to
stay at Love INC, she always re-
ferred to a needy person who was
helped by a volunteer. She almost
tearfully described a specific need
of someone, followed by prayer,
and an answer to that prayer, and
a miraculous filling of the need.

All of her thoughts eventually led
to another needy person that the
Lord helped through Love INC.

As is clear from just the preced-
ing paragraph, prayer is founda-
tional to Susan’s life and minis-
try. God works because prayer is
so integral to her and to the other

staff per-

sons and

volunteers.
First hand,
we know -
that The e
prayer of a righteous person
availeth much (James 5:16)

As a concluding note, even to-
day Love INC needs church vol-
unteers to help with the needy —
phone volunteers in the office to
take some of the load off of
Susan and, as well, others to
serve in the community, perform-
ing mercy deeds. The Love INC
staff constantly envisions needs,
and prays that the Lord would
deliver volunteers to help those
who need help. Could it be you?

Russell Worley
Associate LINC Writer m

Love INC

Love In the Name of Christ
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“l Would Adopt Her as My Own”

egina needed a little help
getting started. Physically
disabled, she was having

a difficult time getting her house
organized. Moving boxes or bas-
kets of things up or down the
stairs was awkward and, by this
time, she had a whole pile of
things waiting to be taken up-
stairs. At the same time, the
cleanliness of the house was spi-
raling downward.

Regina’s social worker had called
Love INC on her behalf, but Re-
gina was also forthcoming about
her need. ‘I just get beat down by
it all,” she said. “l don’t even know
where to begin.”

So, the request went on to the
“‘Needs List” in February, but
there were no takers. March, then
April went by and still no one
stepped forward. Regina contin-
ued to keep in touch, but her dis-
couragement was obvious.
“Things are getting worse,” she
said. The staff continued to keep
the housecleaning request visible
for the churches to see, but May
and June also went by and still no
one came forward.

Then one day in July, the Love
INC office received an inquiry
from Sarah Rubenoff, a worship-
per at Christ Episcopal Church -

- and a college student. A mem-
ber of a sorority as well, Sarah
and her sorority sisters had each
agreed to do some kind of volun-
teer work over the summer to give
back to their respective communi-
ties. Because of her faith in
Christ, Sarah wanted to volunteer
with a Christian organization if
possible and so she wanted to
know if Love INC had any volun-
teer positions available.

The staff at Love INC had a very
strange question for Sarah, “How
clean is your room at home?” The
staff had Regina’s cleaning need
in mind, but wanted to make sure
Sarah would not be overwhelmed
by such a task. As it turned out,
Sarah laughed in response. I
come from a very neat family,”
she said. “| keep my room very
neat and clean. We all do.”

“Good,” thought the staff person;
“She might be able to do this,”
she surmised, and then went on
to describe to Sarah the job that
needed to be done. Quickly,
Sarah responded to the challenge
of it and said that she would call
Regina that very day.

The following week Regina got in
touch with the office again -- this
time to report success! She said,
“Sarah came to my house about

Grandma’s Heritage

he scriptures tell us that

“children are a heritage

from the Lord” [Psalm
127:3]. As commonly used, the
word heritage describes “an in-
heritance from one’s ancestors.”
Accordingly, this scripture tells us
that children are actually be-
queathed by God to those who

are so blessed, that they are
more than the product of a sexual
union by one’s ancestors. In fact,
we readily conclude from this that
He gives us children and He does
so for our good.

This past summer Eloise
Poindexter chose to respond to
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nine in the morning. Did you know
she is only 19 years old? But she
knew how to do everything! She
worked all day.

“She cleaned
everything,
washed clothes |
hadn’t gotten to,
vacuumed the
whole house, and
brought my cloth-
ing and my other
stuff upstairs, did
the dishes even! Then she
stripped the beds and turned the
mattresses.

“l kept saying ‘Thank you,’ but
she just kept saying ‘It's no prob-
lem,” you know, like kids do.” Re-
gina described Sarah’s cheerful
spirit as “being like in the Bible.”

“She promised to come back an-
other day and help me with my
spare room that is all piled with
stuff.” Then Regina added, “She
is such a sweetheart, you know. |
would adopt her as my own!”

So a bond was formed between
two very different people, one eld-
erly, one young, coming from very
different backgrounds, attending
very different churches. But in
Christ, there are no barriers. m

God'’s blessing by bringing a por-
tion of her heritage to Love INC
every week — expressing her
thanks to Him, while setting an
example for them. One of those
she brought was her granddaugh-
ter, Desiree, who is a grade
school student, and, along with
Desiree, came her junior high
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teen cousin, Kourtney Moore. While
Eloise answered the telephone in
the office, Kourtney made a huge
contribution. She wrote individual
thank you letters for all the goods
donated through the office -- about

a hundred letters i
over all! ”
siree — what did she ,
contribute? Well, B
productively for the | %

ministry, probably 1\

very little. In fact, she w ‘=
was at “loose ends”

But, what about De-

until she started practicing her
typing. Yet, one neat thing came
out in the self-expression of this
young lady. Included in the con-
tent of one of her summer
“papers” were these words:
AMy days from
been great.
I have been hanging with my
Grandma.
Grandma and I have been to
Charlottesville
Love, Desiree Burruss

Handcrafted Holding Crosses

there are individual and family

needs that government agen-
cies, other entities or churches fail
to adequately meet, creating a
“gap” in community services. Mind-
ful of this vacuum, the national Love
INC introduced what they appropri-
ately called a Gap Ministry, or an
outreach that fills an unmet need or

gap.

I n virtually every community

Needed services or products in a
community are primarily identified
through calls received at the Love
INC Clearinghouse and through the
ministry’s relationship with area
agencies and nonprofit organiza-
tions. Love INC then partners with
churches to organize Gap Ministries
around a specific need and works
with the entire network of churches
to glean the necessary resources.
With a Gap Ministry in place, the
Clearinghouse refers people with
verifiable needs to that source of
help.

While there are currently few Gap
Ministries in place locally, there are
developments underway to grow
this phase of the ministry and peri-
odically this publication will be used
to highlight those that become ac-

tive.

Since every community has its
unique needs, the opportunities to
become creative are endless.
Just to give you an idea of the
innovation that has taken place in
other communities, Love INC of
the Kenai Peninsula created a
Roadkill Ministry to salvage meat
from the hundreds of moose killed
on the Alaskan highways each
year and provide portions to those
in need of food.

Gallatin County Love INC, in
Bozeman, Montana, handcrafts
Holding Crosses to give as a
source of
comfort for
individuals
who are ill
or going
through a
difficult

t| me. Handcrafted Holding Cross

And it was that idea that reverber-
ated with Ray Klein, Love INC’s
Director. He asked Bob Mawyer
of Maple Grove Christian
Church who loves creating
wooden items, if he would like to
make a “batch” in his home shop.
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It was in Desiree’s tender mind
that she was really helping. She
took pride in the “fact” that she
was able to do “grown up” work
like her grandmother and
cousin.

s Butgvho knowsawhat this im-

print will make for the future of

this young lady, who served as
a Love INC “volunteer” all sum-
mer long. And never forget that

Ggd saw her heart in all that

she did. m

He finished an initial batch of
twelve. Then, Ray put the
crosses “to the test.” He be-
gan to take them along as he
visited friends in the hospital.

Fitting snugly in ones hand,
he knew that it could become
a wonderful reminder of the
sufferings of Christ and pro-
vide a sense of comfort in
knowing that the pain in the
present is not unique. The
Savior’s pain preceded it.

Likewise, he sensed that the
Holding Cross could become
a powerful reminder to pray,
helping the patient or dis-
tressed person to remember
that the Lord is mindful and
listening. Ray’s experience
showed him that his senses
were right — this “simple” tool
could very well fill a Gap Min-
istry.

Perhaps you have thoughts
as to how your church could
spawn a Gap Ministry. Let us
know if the Lord gives you a
way to help fill some of the
“holes” in our communities’
services. m
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