Iowa Cubs Dan Dowson Memorial Scholarship
Dan Dowson grew up playing baseball.  He played Little League and American Legion in Des Moines, in high school for Dowling Catholic and in college at Southwestern Community College in Creston, Iowa.  His love for baseball was transferred to softball where he excelled for national championship caliber teams.  After softball, Dan took on the responsibility of coaching baseball for his son, Blake’s, AAU and Little League baseball teams.  With the aid of his assistant coaches, these boys have developed the skills that will serve them and their high school teams well in the years to come.  In addition, they have acquired the love for the game of baseball that they will hand down to the next generation.  
Dan was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease in August of 2007.  ALS is a degenerative disease of the nervous system with no known cure.  In the face of this diagnosis Dan persevered with the spirit that we have all come to respect.  Dan lost his battle with ALS on October 27, 2009.  It is in honor of Dan’s spirit that the Iowa Cubs present the Dan Dowson Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship judging criteria includes:

1. Current Iowa high school senior

2. Planning on attending an Iowa college or university

3. Desire to play baseball in college

4. Financial need, in particular, need based on personal or family illness

5. Assessment of references from coach(es) and teacher(s)

Applicants need to fill out an application which will include a very brief (no more than 100 words) essay about themselves.  The application should be accompanied by a minimum of two letters of reference, one each from a coach and a teacher.  The letters of reference should emphasize personal character, community involvement and any extenuating circumstance that would connote a reflection of the spirit that Dan displayed every day.
Applications and letters of reference should be sent to: 
Iowa Cubs Dan Dowson Memorial Scholarship

Dobbers Up c/o Lisa Dowson

1006 Kensington Ct.

Indianola, IA 50125
