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Marching Band . . . The Greatest Show on Turf!
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Band Terms

	ATTIRE

BPO
	Band attire varies by season and event. Summer uniform: Official band shirt, Dickies ™ khaki shorts, belt, white socks and sneakers. T-shirt and shorts ordered at Band Registration Day. Marching uniform –see last page for full description. Concert attire: formal wear ordered through Band during second semester. Student responsible for tuxedo shirt and belt (boys) and dress shoes.
Band Parent Organization - Good news! If you have a band student, you’re already a BPO member!  Monthly informational meetings, events and fun guaranteed.  Volunteer opportunities abound whenever you see this symbol. [image: image3.wmf] Everyone is welcome! Please join us and . . . Make Tracks to Volunteer!

 

	BAND CAMP PART 1
	This is a 3 day camp that introduces the band members to the next year show and music.  It also is a time for the new incoming freshmen to be involved.  It is held for 3 days the week after school ends in June.  The main body of the band will have half days, while percussion and color guard have full days.  Lots of sunscreen and water a must.

	BAND CAMP PART 2
	A time of gathering between band members and color guard for three weeks during August where they learn sets and drills.  Involves the search for real food (such as the Pepsi machine). The week of August 3-7 (full day rehearsals), a healthy lunch is prepared and served to the band by band parents.  Sunscreen, hats (can be fun but sun protecting) and lots of water a must.


	BAND DIRECTORY

BAND GEEK
	A must have!  Contains staff, student and parent contact info, band staff and booster organization chart, annual calendar of events, photos and more. 

Someone who is very enthusiastic and involved in band. Willing to give up all free time.



	BAND JACKET
	AKA Letter Jacket.  Status symbol; proclamation of true geekdom. Must qualify to obtain.



	BAND PARENTS
	The only parents that a band geek sees between August and November. One main reason the band is held together.



	BAND PARTY

CHARMS
	A gathering of Band Geeks where they can wear their Band Jackets, play cards and video games, and eat too much pizza.

Secure, online data base of student and band information.  Training will be received at the beginning of the school year.  Please update every time you have an email, phone number, or address change!!!



	COLOR GUARD
	People who swing flags and toss rifles during halftime shows. Usually involves spandex. These band members do not play instruments on the field, but perform a synchronized routine based on marching show.  They do play their instruments in the stands before and after half-time.

	
	

	COMPETITION

CONCERT BAND 
	A general gathering of band geeks to show that each one’s band is better than the others.  Competitions (also called CONTESTS are mandatory.  During Marching Season, competitions last all day Saturday.  

The 3rd performing ensemble at MHS.

	
	

	CONDUCTOR
	The person in the front who waves his arms and dances wildly to the music. Constantly marks time during halts. During marching season, otherwise known as ‘drum major’. In concert season, the band directors are the conductors.

	COORDINATE SHEET
	A small, laminated card that tells students where to stand in a particular set on the field.

	DOLLAR BILL
	A device for cleaning saxophone pads and other band instruments.

	
	

	DOUBLE REED
	Oboes, Bassoons:  A good way to make a band member's face look like they just ate a lemon.  Double reed instruments do not march on the field; they are the pit instruments or other new careers such as color guard. 



	DR. BEAT
	A form of cruel and unusual punishment (violation of the 8th Amendment) that is bestowed over a loudspeaker when working on already-learned music. Band often develops a dependency on this metronome. (There is no 12-step program for cure known at this time.) 



	DRILL
	Pages that show what a form is supposed to look like.  It is the formation (design) that the band creates on the field during halftime shows and competitions.

	DRILL CHIPS

DRILL DESIGNER
	Thin square devices that are used for marking one's place on the field when learning new sets.

Person who creates and draws all of the inanimate objects that the band attempts to form on the field.  

	DRUM CAPTAIN
	The leader of the percussion section.



	DRUM-LINE
	The people hitting the drums (or each other) with sticks in time with each other, but either a half beat earlier or later than the band and one beat from the pit.



	DRUM MAJOR
	Student conductor and fearless leader; has nothing to do with drums! Conducts the band while marching to keep everyone’s tempo together. Teaches the band how to march. Carries podiums and speakers. Helps the band directors with everything.

	
	

	DYNAMICS

E-MAIL
	Either loud or louder (volume).

The best form of communication for your directors!



	EARLY
	To never be. Reasoning: To be early is to be on time, while to be on time is to be late, but to be late is to never be. Following this through, early is to never be. 



	ECHO

ELIGIBILITY
	What a band member should hear after a good cut-off.

You must pass your regular classes to perform with the band.  Some AP and upper level classes do not count against your eligibility.  If ineligible, you can not travel or perform with the band but still attend all practices.  



	EXPONENTIAL 

GROWTH
	The mathematical reasoning behind the fact that when one flute graduates, two new freshmen take her place.



	FIELD
	100 yards in length, this is a wide expanse of Astroturf on which bands perform, marked in convenient 5-yard increments and hash marks. 



	FLIP FOLDER
	Where the marching band music is put and attached to the Lyre most times.  This creates a hands free environment.  It is recommended that a student obtains extra pockets.  The four from middle school won’t cut it.

	FOOD
	‘Fuel’ for band members. Is an attacker of performance uniforms.



	FOOTBALL TEAM
	One reason the band can't always use the marching field.  “Without the band, it’s only a game.”



	GEEKDOM
	The state of a band member who is willing to give up all free time during season.



	GEEKISM
	Something that is related to marching band which spontaneously happens (such as walking with friends down the hall in step or whistling warm-ups or scales without thinking about it).



	INSTRUCTOR
	Person who tells you when you're sounding excellent…or when you’re not.

	
	

	INTERVAL

ITINERARY
	A space between two band members.

A detailed list of times and activities for each band event.  You will receive itineraries in class as well as through the emails you’ve entered in CHARMS.  Know your itinerary!  Love your itinerary!  Be your itinerary!

	LYRE
	Metal clip used on some instruments to attach small sheet music for marching.



	MARCHING SHOES

MARCHING UNIFORM
	Ugly, comfy, relatively inexpensive footwear. Ordered and purchased at Band Registration Day in June.

Hat, plume, SMILE, jacket, pants, gauntlet, gloves, black socks, marching shoes. When not in use, uniform hangs neatly in MHS Band garment bag.  Don’t forget your instrument, music, lyre (for some) and Royal Pride water jug! Uniform varies by instrument played (e.g. percussion doesn’t wear gauntlet or gloves; tubas don’t wear plumes.)



	MARK-TIME
	A time when people only move their feet (without changing location) to some tempo, usually "to the beat of a different drum."



	MUSIC
	Papers which contain little black lines and dots with strange symbols that somehow show what the music is to sound like.  Also the succession of these notes that, in theory, should sound good. Unfortunately, we're not all in Theory - we're in Marching Band.



	ON TIME
	To never be. See reasoning for early.



	PARADE-REST
	A form of relaxation while standing up. Little talking, but some required to keep band geeks sane.



	PERCUSSION
	The group of instruments hit by sticks or mallets that keeps a beat.



	PIT


	Percussion instruments that have pitches (like a piano) that play in a line at the edge of the field. Involves much pushing and pulling by students and parents for halftime shows.  Also known as “ Front Ensemble’ at marching contests.



	PIT CREW
	People (students and parents) who help transport heavy pit instruments on & off instrument trucks and football fields. 

 

	
	

	POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE
	A painful form of obligation by a select group of band students known as Graduation Band during three of their four years in high school. An extremely useful and effective form of torture for underclassmen.



	PRACTICE
	The constant repetition of a sequence of notes in an attempt to become skilled. Usually drives family members either away from home or insane.  You should not practice to get it right; you should practice to never miss!!!



	PRACTICE GLOVES
	A natural method of scientific proof that there are two types of dirt: Dark dirt that is attracted to light objects and light dirt which is attracted to dark objects!



	RAIN
	Nature's way of telling the band to go inside and practice music.



	REED
	A piece of wood that makes a great excuse for not playing well if broken or brand new. Usages: "Sorry, new reed," or "I broke my reed."


	REHEARSAL
	Time used by band geeks to forget anything learned during practice.

	
	

	RIFLE

RING
	A white-colored piece of wood used by the color guard that is intended for (accidental) injury of band or color guard members and breakage of nails.  An impressive show of arm strength and coordination by the guard. 

A device used to hold your drill chips together

	ROLL-STEP
	Method in which a geek should walk if his shoes are round on the bottom. Not bouncing.



	SABRE
	A piece of color-guard equipment which the guard prefers over rifles and is also more dangerous. Coincidence?



	SECRET PALS and 

Big Brother/Big Sister

SECTION


	Designated person who gives candy, drinks, toys, and wishes of good luck to another member of the band. The cover is "band unity," but it's really an excuse to get good stuff!

A group of players of like instruments that bond over cadence dances and moves.



	SECTION LEADER

SECTIONAL 
	Leader of an instrument section who tries to keep their section out of complete chaos in order to make themselves look good.  A role model for underclassmen who teaches his/her section how to march, go to attention, to the ready, and horns up most efficiently with their particular instruments. Try out and interview required to become a section leader.

A rehearsal before or after school where the band directors inflict specialized torture specific to the student’s band and instrument…..all to help you play better!  (Sectionals don’t begin until after marching season!)



	SHAKE IT OUT 
	A term geeks frequently misunderstand as “time to talk”.



	SHAKO BOX
	Otherwise known as hat box. Should hold hat and rain poncho at all times.  Commonly opens at will causing a standstill while unloading the buses.  Should be resolved in time with Velcro straps.


	SITTING-AROUND
	An action carried out when sitting on busses or in stands, in which band members rely on perpetual motion to keep from sitting in the same place for more than 30 seconds.



	SLT
	Student Leadership Team.  Made up of responsible student leaders who help keep the band organized. Includes President, Vice President, Drum Majors, Librarians, Historian, Tutor Coordinator, Social Committee, Uniform Crew, Loading Crew Captain, and Section Leaders. 


	SNAP
	Instantly changing a horn's position from attention to 'horns up' or vice-versa. Havoc for someone in front of a snapped instrument.



	SWEEPSTAKES

SYMPHONIC BAND
	Receiving a 1 in marching, concert and sight-reading!!! at UIL competitions.  What band geeks and directors live for.  After winning sweepstakes, much celebration and synchronized dancing ensues.  In concert season, also known as 6 points! 

The 2nd performing ensemble at MHS.



	TEMPO
	The correct beat, usually carried by the conductor.



	TUNE
	What the condition when all instruments are within half a step of each other is called.



	VALVE
	A key object on most brass instruments that sticks only during important performances and solos.



	VALVE OIL
	Exquisitely tasteful with a twist of lemon. A form of currency for brass players.

 

	WANNABE BAND GEEK


	Someone who hangs out with true band geeks.

	WATER BREAK

WEBSITE

WIND ENSEMBLE

WINTER GUARD
	An excuse for doing headstands on the field or playing hacky-sack.

Most valuable resource for geeks and their families. Includes crucial information on: games and competition

call times, attire, location, maps and directions; necessary band forms; spirit wear; and much more! 

The 1st performing ensemble at MHS.

After marching season ends, Color Guard performs at indoor competitions to music with rifles, flags, etc.

Some terms courtesy of http://www.benwhite.net/banddict.htm
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Parents, Make Tracks to Volunteer
With YOUR student’s Marching Band.  It makes a real difference in your student’s life AND it’s fun! We welcome all, and there’s something for everyone, whatever your schedule.  When you see this symbol, come join us!  It’s your chance to Make Tracks to Volunteer.
[image: image5.wmf]Loading Crew - One student team and one parent team who load all instruments into trucks before and after each game and each competition. Student team loads boxed instruments; parent team loads larger (pit) instruments. 

[image: image6.wmf]Pit Crew – See definition above. Pit students and assorted booster parents move all pit instruments
to designated places at football games and competitions. All parents are welcome, not just ‘pit’ parents.

Annual Band Events (in chronological order)

  [image: image7.wmf]Percussion Camp – During summer, percussion section meets to memorize music and ‘clean the sound’. Booster parents serve meals.

[image: image8.wmf] Color Guard Camp – During summer, color guard members meet to work fundamentals and learn choreography.  
[image: image9.wmf]Drum Major Camp – Five day camp in which the drum majors work hard, learn lots, and meet many people.

[image: image10.wmf]SLT Camp – Three days of meetings to learn how to be better leaders and prepare for band camp.

  [image: image11.wmf]Summer Band Camp – In August, a week of marching in the morning (outdoors), playing in the afternoon (indoors) with a nutritious lunch prepared and served by band booster parents. Week 2 is a mix of all day rehearsal and then evening rehearsal.  Week 3 is evenings with events involved (to show us off). This is where students are taught how to march properly, taught the show formation (drills) and marching show music.  Camp is mandatory for all band students.  Mark family calendars and do not schedule vacations during this time.  Camp begins about 3 weeks before school begins.

[image: image12.wmf] Band Registration Day – A Saturday in June for band students and their parents, not to be confused with school registration!!  Separate times for each grade level.  Band parents join their students to complete and turn in required forms including family and medical contact information; get sized for and purchase summer, marching and concert uniforms; order other equipment such as garment bags, music, etc.  Checkbook required to pay for band fee and other purchases. Parents meet band directors, learn about band events, and see events organized by BPO (Band Parent Organization). If you’re a parent of a band student, you’re already a BPO member! This is a perfect time to learn about your student’s band and … Make Tracks to Volunteer! 

 [image: image13.wmf] March-A-Thon – Come march with us! Held annually on a Saturday morning after Summer Band Camp, parents join band staff and students as we proudly march through neighborhoods and to local businesses, playing as we go. Families may follow in cars - decorated in blue and gold, even better!  Some cars accompany with water, snacks and holding large instruments like tubas.  It is the largest fundraiser of the year for students, who get pledges ahead of time to raise funds for their spring trip. (Pledge sheet and route map on band website.) Funds go to student’s account, not general band fund. Several snack/water stops scheduled along route. Band plays at sponsor businesses, and then is bussed to Market Street for outdoor concert and lunch. (Please thank Market Street for supporting our band!) Corporate sponsors are always needed to contribute to the general band fund.  

[image: image14.wmf]  Friday Night Games – Students’ favorite day of the week. Friday Night Lights are alive and kicking at Ron Poe Stadium. Section stand tunes and moves are a highlight of the games!  Students remain after school to eat dinner; a different dinner meal each week is offered (and delivered by a dedicated volunteer parent); students sign up and prepay at Band Registration.  Schedule is on band website.

Student Loading Crew and Parent loading Crew: load instruments onto trucks after school and at each game; reload after the game and into the Band Hall.  Parent volunteers include: Bus Chaperones, Loading Crew, Stand Chaperones and Nurse(s). Color guard hairstylists welcome.

  [image: image15.wmf]Marching Competitions – All-day events, sometimes beginning as early as 8:00am and ending after midnight!  We will compete against bands from other schools in a prelims/finals format.  Preliminary ratings determine which bands continue on to finals.  The day usually begins at the school for a short warm-up and rehearsal.  Then it’s time to dress, pack up, and head to the contest.  Upon arrival at the contest, we’ll warm-up again and give an outstanding performance.  Then the waiting begins to see if we will be moved on to the finals competition.  The finals competition is in the evening, usually beginning by 6:00 or 6:30.  We always tell the students to hope to be performing under the stadium lights!!! On these days we need lots of help:  parent chaperones to ride the bus, serve meals, set equipment, pass out plumes, and other fun stuff!  Parents put on your blue and gold and join us in the Royal Pride Cheering Section!   

[image: image16.wmf] Homecoming festivities include:

Community Pep Rally - held Homecoming week at Ron Poe Stadium; band plays and parents do what we do best – cheer on our favorite musicians! 

Homecoming Parade - band marches in summer uniform through historic downtown McKinney.

Homecoming Game - at Ron Poe Stadium; band plays with intensified spirit and is joined in the stands by MHS Band Alumni who regale students with tales of college life.

[image: image17.wmf]  Concert Season – Also known as “sit down band”.
 Contests: Pre UIL, UIL, Solo & Ensemble, MHS Bands Concert calendar on band website.

 [image: image18.wmf] Spring Trip – Each year we will take a spring trip!  Past destinations have included Orlando, FL., Washington DC, San Antonio, and Hawaii!  Details coming soon!

 [image: image19.wmf]  Band Banquet – Year-end awards ceremony, seated dinner, student dance at country club or other   local venue. Attended by students and parents; dressy attire. Parents create printed programs,

invitations, ‘Senior Bios’ & ‘Remember When’ booklets, year-end video, decorations.  Day of banquet,   

students and parents decorate to a chosen theme.  

[image: image20.wmf]Spirit Wear – Show your Royal Pride - yes, YOU’RE with the band!! Check website for details and order forms on what we have and how to order.
Frequently Asked Questions

What goes on at Summer Band Registration?

· Uniform fitting – jacket, trousers, hat, gauntlets 

· Fill out permission slips and medical release forms, give directory information 

· Parent volunteer sign-ups 

· “Must haves” to pay for:  uniform rental, instrument rental, shoes, gloves, band T-shirts (students will want 2, one to wash and one to wear on busy band weeks. Parents, you can get one, too!), uniform cleaning fee, garment bag, water bottle, poncho, etc. 

· Extras to pay for:  Marching season meals on Friday nights, Band Directory (get 2 copies – one for your student and one for you),  etc.

Are there scholarships for supplies if needed?  How would you apply for one? 

Yes, scholarships based on financial need are available and granted on a case-by-case basis. Forms available at Band Registration Day and on web site; see Director for more details.

How do you become a Drum Major?  What are the requirements and expectations?

Students complete a leadership camp with directors and learn conducting patterns, cues, etc.  Auditions and interviews are held in the spring.

How do you get on the Student Leadership Team (SLT)?  What are the requirements and expectations?

SLT members are the most experienced and dedicated members of the band. There is a formal application process but every day in your “band life” is your audition to become a SLT member. A position on the SLT brings with it lots of hard work and responsibility and is a lot of fun!

How do you earn a letter jacket?  When are they ordered?  How much does one cost?  Is there a tradition about getting one?

All students will be subject to a points system.  Any student who is able to accumulate 8 or more points will be eligible to order a MHS letter jacket.  This policy is designed to reward commitment and high achievement.  The point system can be found in the band handbook on the website.  Jackets will be ordered in August and May.  Freshmen and sophomores who have accumulated 8 points will be able to order their jacket in May.

When are drumline and pit auditions?  What are the requirements and expectations?

In the spring, percussion and double-reed students will attend “camps” designed to select students for the various drumline sections.  The line is set by Mid-May. Only percussionists and double-reed players are considered for drumline positions.

When are Color Guard auditions?  What are the requirements and expectations?

Color Guard auditions will be in May.  Interested students will attend a mini-camp and be taught all the skills needed to audition.  (No experience required).  Instrumentalists and non-instrumentalists can audition.

What is Winter Guard?  What are the requirements and expectations?

Winter Guard, or Indoor Guard, occurs in the spring.   Weekly rehearsals and competitions continue throughout the late fall and spring semester.

How are funds raised for the band?  What are the general funds used for?

Our band raises money through activities including: taste tests using a market research firm; concession stand sales at home football games; car raffles; Christmas sales of meat, wreaths, and more; band decals; Sonic carhopping, and more.  General funds are used to:

· Feed students during all-day competitions and other events

· Provide water at all events

· Provide scholarships for student supplies, band equipment, private lessons 

· Provide two scholarships for college-bound band seniors

· Offer clinicians to teach band members new techniques

· Purchase, repair and maintain the band’s large instruments and equipment 

· Offer sectionals 

· Purchase band’s group photo in annual MHS Football Program

· … And much more! 

How are funds raised for the Spring band trip?

Students get pledges for the March a Thon and sell (if they wish) items at specific times during the year.

Beyond the marching uniform, what other uniforms are required?

See definition section (attire) for summer, marching and concert uniform essentials. In addition to formal wear worn in concert season, students need black socks, dress belt, dress shoes.

Are private lessons required?  Are lesson scholarships available?

Lessons are not required but highly encouraged.  99% of the Wind Ensemble members are enrolled in lessons. Scholarships are available.  An application can be found on the web site, or contact a band director.
What time outside of school is required?

Especially during Marching season, sometimes weekends and school holidays are not your own. Homecoming Parade, marching and drum-line competitions, and marching practice on a school holiday are examples.  Check summer and fall band schedule before booking vacations. Every band member marches based on the location of every other member. Even one student/instrument absent creates a large ‘hole’ in the show and sound, and causes the entire band to compensate for any other student’s absence.  

What are the Band Boosters, also known as BPO (Band Parent Organization)?  What do they do?  When do they meet?  How do I get more involved?

Every parent of a band student is automatically a member of BPO.  Parents support ALL activities of band students financially and through volunteer efforts. The more volunteers who help at our various events, the more effectively we can help YOUR band student have a highly successful - and fun - band experience.  Contact a Band Director or one of the Band Board members to learn how you can volunteer. We need, want, and welcome your help!  

[image: image21.jpg]Band Uniform Essentials
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                                                                                  . . . Remember your shako box & water bottle!

                                                                                                                            Lynne Weinberger, July 2008

