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Welcome to the 2011-2012 McKinney Royal Pride Band!

This handbook is provided to help you understand the rules and procedures under which this organization will operate.  Please read this entire handbook carefully and make sure that you understand it in its entirety.  Please email or call if you have any questions.

As a member of the Royal Pride, you are a part of one of the most outstanding high school band programs in the country.  You are also a part of the largest student organization on campus, and one of the most important and respected groups at McKinney High School.  As with all organizations, the success of the MHS Band will depend on the loyalty, cooperation, and dedication of each and every member.

How does one show loyalty to his/her organization?  First, by making up his/her mind to be a proud and contributing member; second, by giving the organization all he/she can in interest, effort, and attention; and finally, by observing and following the objectives and guidelines of the organization.  This is a necessary part of any outstanding program.

The guidelines outlined on the following pages are simple, sound, and easy to understand and follow.  They reflect years of experience and hours of careful thought and planning.  In following them, you are meeting an obligation that you owe to your community, school, and most importantly, to yourself.

Remember that your directors are always available for questions and/or assistance.

Ken Ringel, Director of Bands

469.742.5856

kringel@mckinneyisd.net
Marcus Hunley, Associate Director of Bands

469.742.5856

mhunley@mckinneyisd.net
John Willmarth, Percussion Director
469.742.5856

jwillmarth@mckinneyisd.net
Brandon Clemons, Color Guard Director
brandonclemons@me.com
GENERAL BAND OBJECTIVES

Educational Objectives
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To instill in each participating member the desire to succeed in his/her endeavors
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To provide aesthetic expression and outlets for creativity through music as an art form
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To educate the individual as to the importance of teamwork in all facets of life
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To assist students in growing into responsible and successful members of society, able to produce well both individually, and as a member of a group, and possessing the essential characteristics of integrity, dependability, and loyalty

Cultural Objectives
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To develop and enlarge an appreciation of music through exposure to and performance of the best available symphonic, Jazz, percussion and marching band music

Public Relations Objectives
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To represent the McKinney Independent School District in community, school, and University Interscholastic League events

Recreational Objectives
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To provide all members with a creative use of leisure time
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DESCRIPTION OF ENSEMBLES
Marching Band

Directors:  Mr. Ringel, Mr. Hunley, Mr. Willmarth (percussion), Mr. Clemons (color guard)

The McKinney High School Marching Band is made up of students from all four concert bands and the color guard.  The Royal Pride Marching Band maintains a long history of great traditions, pride, discipline and excellence.  The band performs at MHS pep rallies, varsity football games, selected marching contests, and community events.  The marching band rehearses Monday through Thursday afternoons from 3:30-5:30 pm. (3:30-5:00 on Wednesdays) Marching Band students will receive a physical education credit. 

Honors Band  (M-F 1st period all year)
Prerequisite: Audition by Director

Director:  Mr. Ringel

This is the Varsity performing ensemble at McKinney High School.  Students will have the opportunity to continue their development at the most advanced levels.  In order to be in this group, students must demonstrate the highest level of musical maturity, technical proficiency, and commitment to rehearsal and practice time.  Students must seriously pursue individual goals on their instrument such as participation in All-Region Auditions, McKinney Solo & Ensemble Contests and the MISD Concerto Competition.  These individual contests are not required but highly encouraged.  At the end of marching season, rehearsals will start before school at 6:45am.  Private lessons are required of Honors Band members. Financial aid is available.  Participation in the marching band is required. Students will receive P.E. credit for marching band during the fall semester and Fine Arts credit during the spring semester.
Symphonic Band  (M-F 2nd period all year)
Prerequisite: Audition by Director

Director:  Mr. Hunley

This is the non-Varsity performing ensemble at MHS.  In order to be in this group, students must demonstrate the desire to achieve a high level of musical maturity, technical proficiency, and commitment to rehearsal and practice time. Students should seriously pursue individual goals on their instrument such as participation in All-Region Auditions, McKinney Solo & Ensemble Contests and the MISD Concerto Competition.  These individual contests are not required but highly encouraged.  Private lessons are strongly encouraged.  Financial aid is available.  Participation in the marching band is required. Students will receive P.E. credit for marching band during the fall semester and Fine Arts credit during the spring semester.
Concert I Band  (M-F 3rd period all year)
Prerequisite: Audition by Director

Director:  Mr. Ringel
This is the non-Varsity A performing ensemble at MHS.  In order to be in this group, students must demonstrate the desire to achieve a high level of musical maturity, technical proficiency, and commitment to rehearsal and practice time. Preparation and participation in the All-Region Auditions and the McKinney Solo & Ensemble contest is strongly encouraged.  Participation in the MISD Concerto Competition is highly encouraged.  Private lessons are strongly encouraged.  Financial aid is available.  Participation in the marching band is required. Students will receive P.E. credit for marching band during the fall semester and Fine Arts credit during the spring semester.
Concert II Band  (M-F 4th period all year)
Prerequisite: Audition by Director

Director:  Mr. Ringel

This group will perform at all concerts held on the MHS campus.  The focus of this group is development of skills with emphasis on fundamentals. Preparation and participation in the McKinney Solo and Ensemble contest is strongly encouraged. Private lessons are strongly encouraged.  Financial aid is available.  Participation in the marching band is required. Students will receive P.E. credit for marching band during the fall semester and Fine Arts credit during the spring semester.

Jazz Ensemble (M-F 5th period)
Prerequisite: Audition by Director

Director: Mr. Hunley

The McKinney HS Jazz Ensemble is comprised of band students from all of the MHS bands.  Students who are enrolled in one of the above band classes are eligible to take the jazz class.  The jazz ensemble instrumentation consists of saxophone, trumpet, and trombone.    In order to be in the performing jazz ensemble, students must  audition for Mr. Hunley. When needed, students outside of the band program may be recruited to fill in positions that the band is missing (i.e. piano, bass, and guitar). Students will explore jazz history, recordings, musicians, music theory, improvisation, and aural training throughout the school year. Jazz Ensemble students are highly encouraged to audition for the Region Jazz Auditions in the fall. 

Percussion
Director: Mr. Willmarth
The MHS percussionists are expected to achieve a high, well-rounded level of musicianship.  Students are required to participate in the drumline during the marching season and one of the four concert bands in the spring.  They are also expected to audition for the All-Region band in the fall.  Private lessons are strongly encouraged, and financial aid is available.  In addition to these band commitments, the students will perform a percussion concert at mid-year to demonstrate their musical abilities.
Color Guard

Director: Mr. Clemons
The MHS color guard consists of approximately 10-20 students.  The guard has a proud tradition of artistic excellence and success.  The guard is most well known for its contribution to the marching band in the fall.  Using rifles, sabers, props, and a wide assortment of flags, the guard provides a fantastic visual effect to the show.  During the spring, the MHS winter guard performs in contests throughout the DFW metroplex.
General Marching Requirements and Expectations

All students who (1) play all music by memory for directors, (2) demonstrate acceptable marching technique, (3) attend all rehearsals, and (4) make a conscientious effort to improve will be considered to perform during the marching season. However, contest performances will be limited to those students who demonstrate the most advanced skills for performance. 

Should a student miss a marching practice, an alternate could fill his/her place in the show. An "alternate" is simply a student who does not currently have a place on the field in a numbered position.  Students are not designated as "permanent alternates" unless they have not complied with the attendance rules OR have been subject to a disciplinary action.  Therefore, alternates may be worked back into the performance as places open or as it may be necessary to replace those who have difficulty fulfilling expectations.  In this way, it is hoped that everyone will have ample opportunities to gain experience.  

Selection of alternates will be done one week at a time and may change at any time during the week. If a student is in “Campus Behavior Intervention Success Strategies” (CBISS) on the day of a football game and is to be in CBISS on the following school day, he/she will not be permitted at the stadium according to MISD rules. Therefore, he/she will not participate with the band at the game or the contest on the following Saturday. If a student’s last day of CBISS falls on the day of a football game, he/she will be an alternate for the game and contest. Students placed in alternative school for any reason will become permanent alternates. 

All passing alternates will perform at football games.  Passing alternates may be used to assist the directors with field equipment and organizational needs or performance based aspects of the show at contests.  Should there be pre-game ceremonies and performances, all passing students will perform. 
Behavior


By the time a student reaches high school, he/she should have an understanding of appropriate rehearsal skills and behavior. Successful band programs do not waste time dealing with inappropriate behavior or a lack of regard for the organization. High behavior standards are expected of everyone in our program.  Rehearsals are to be quiet and orderly.  Students should conduct themselves with dignity and class at all times, whether in rehearsals, performances, outside of the band hall, or on the bus, etc. Remember, you are representing The Royal Pride at all times.  Inappropriate behavior will be dealt with by:  

Private conference with student  

Loss of privileges

Parental notification

Office referral

Moving student to a lower band
If a student's conduct grade falls below an "S (Satisfactory)" in band, he/she could be suspended or removed from band at the director's discretion. Members who continue to display inappropriate behavior or who violate the policies of the school could be permanently removed from band.

Absence Policy

WORK SCHEDULES, FAMILY TRIPS, DOCTOR’S APPOINTMENTS and other activities must not interfere with the rehearsal and performance schedule that you are given at the beginning of the school year. Students who enroll in other school activities such as athletics, choir, drama, etc. need to plan ahead to avoid conflicts that cannot be resolved.  Ask to receive a complete semester calendar from all your activities so that you can have the maximum amount of time to work out potential schedule conflicts. The band directors will work together with the other teachers, coaches, and directors of various activities to give each student every opportunity to be a part of other groups.  

However, other groups, organizations, or businesses that may change schedules or make demands of students on short notice will not be allowed to interfere with scheduled rehearsals or performances of the band.  School comes first…..non-school sponsored activities, teams, organizations, or jobs must not conflict in any way with the practice/performance schedule of the band.  This includes club sports!  There will be no exceptions. 
The Band is dependent on ALL of its members.  Unlike most other classes where individuals are accountable only for their own success or failure, band students' success is, in large part, dependent on the full participation of all the members.  The following attendance policies will affect the students' chance to participate:

Excused Absences

1. Illness

2. Death in the family

3. Emergency medical situations.  Please schedule all medical appointments around rehearsals and concerts

4. All other circumstances considered as excused under MISD policy

** All absences require a note and/or phone call from a parent to be considered for a classification of excused.  The directors have the final determination in whether or not an absence is excused.  Only requests made in advance of the designated event will be considered.

Unexcused Absences

1. Work

2. Forgetting

3. Homework/Project

4. Missed alarm clock
5. Tired and needed extra sleep
6. Any other reason not listed above as excused

Absences may result in removal from an ensemble.  Students who are consistently absent or tardy to marching band rehearsals may be reassigned as an alternate and subsequently will lose their marching spot.  Severe attendance problems may result in removal from the program.  Students who miss a performance with an unexcused absence may be immediately moved to a lower concert band and/or reassigned as an alternate in marching band.  
These attendance policies are designed to help our band achieve optimal success, while still maintaining a sense of reason and fairness.  If you know of a potential absence please make every effort to notify a director in advance.  The contact information is listed on the 1st page of this handbook.  This absence policy applies to all rehearsals, concerts, and sectionals.  If you are well enough to be in school, you are well enough to participate in rehearsal.
Marching Band Tardy Policy

If you are late to marching rehearsal FOR ANY REASON you will be required to run 2 laps around the field.  If you are not in your spot in the attendance block at 3:30pm, you are considered late.  A warning whistle will be blown at 3:29pm to let you know you have one minute to get to your spot.  Anyone not in their spot when the tardy whistle blows at 3:30pm is late.  There will be no exceptions.  You are earning your P.E. credit for your participation in marching band.  Laps, crunches, or push-up are within the bounds of consequences.  Only directors may assign these types of “physical reminders”.  
Rehearsal Expectations

Every person is expected to bring his or her black binder, music, pencil, BERP for brass players, camelback during marching season, and all other necessary materials/equipment to EVERY rehearsal.  This will be checked periodically and grades will be given.  Music will also be checked periodically to be sure that all music is numbered in an orderly and sequential manner; in addition, music will be checked to be sure that all appropriate markings and added information are written on the page.  It is also expected that your instrument will be stored in the appropriate assigned location.  

Section Rehearsals

Each section will be assigned, after marching season ends, a weekly sectional time.  The sessions are used to develop the proper tonal concepts, as well as to focus on the individual’s music.  The sectionals are an essential part of our total program, and attendance at all sectionals is required.  
Out of School Rehearsals/Clinics

Additional rehearsals may be necessary from time to time.  Every effort will be made to keep these to an absolute minimum.  They will be scheduled as conveniently as possible, and notification will be made well in advance of the rehearsal.  Students are expected to be in attendance and to make the necessary accommodations.  Unavoidable conflicts must be discussed AND resolved with the director prior to the rehearsal.

Throughout the year, we bring in excellent high school and college band directors to “clinic” the bands.  The expertise brought to McKinney by these individuals is invaluable.  The clinic sessions are scheduled during or after school.  Attendance at these sessions is mandatory.
Marching Uniforms

It is a privilege to wear the McKinney High School Band uniform.  Students must follow all uniform guidelines in order to protect the integrity and quality of the uniform.  Students will pay a cleaning fee at the beginning of each school year which covers cleaning that will happen when the uniforms are turned back into the band.  The marching uniforms can be washed at home.  We will schedule dates throughout marching season when we expect the uniforms to be clean.   Every student’s uniform will be checked for cleanliness on the scheduled dates.  These dates will be posted on the website in the fall.   Students will be issued all uniform parts listed below.  The replacement costs of each item are also listed.  If any part of the uniform is damaged or destroyed when it is checked in following marching season, students will be held responsible for the costs.

Coat - $275

Pants - $150

Hat - $80
Gauntlets- $25
Hat Box - $20 

Garment Bag - $30
Gloves- $3 a pair
1. Hang up the uniform correctly (pants hung folded on the crease) immediately after undressing.

2. Do not leave the garment bag zipped closed if the uniform gets damp or wet 

In addition, each student needs the following items to complete the uniform:

1.   Black marching shoes - ordered through the band in August
2.   All black socks - your choice, no logos, ankles completely covered

3.   Band Member Shirt - ordered through the Band; worn under uniform 
4.
Khaki shorts –  To order go to: http://www.dickies.com/search/search_prod_detail.jsp?FOLDER%3A%3Afolder_id=2534374302025366&PRODUCT%3A%3Aprd_parent_id=2534374302024573&PRODUCT%3A%3Aprd_id=845524441761587
Marching uniforms will be issued during summer band part and will “live” at home with the student.  

For away games, if you are unable to go home between the end of the school day and call time, bring your uniform to school and hang it on your band locker.  We will change at school and have inspection before departure.  You will take your garment bag on the bus so you can change out and hang your uniform after the game for the bus ride home.  
Concert Uniforms

Students in all bands will perform in formal concert clothes at all home concerts and at contests and festivals in the Spring.  Boys in the concert bands will need to furnish:
1. A white tux shirt with wing collar

2. Black dress shoes and all black dress socks
3. Cummerbund and bow tie
ANY TUXEDO NOT RETURNED WILL RESULT IN A $125 REPLACEMENT FEE.
Girls will be issued a school-owned concert dress and will need to furnish:   
1. Closed toed, black shoes, heel of your choice

ANY DRESS NOT RETURNED WILL RESULT IN A $100 REPLACEMENT FEE.
Marching Uniform Guidelines
The uniform should be hung in your garment bag when not worn.  

Personal Grooming and Miscellaneous

· If you have long hair, it must be kept up in your hat

· No visible jewelry is allowed.  No earrings, spacers, nose or lip piercings.
· All stand tunes must be in your flip folder

· Band Member Shirt must be worn under uniform at all times.  No exceptions.

Jacket

· Must be clean and non-wrinkled

· Sleeves at the wrist when in playing position

Pants

· Hemmed so there is a slight break at the shoe

· Clean and non-wrinkled

Socks

· Black (not faded) with no logos.  Long socks are required for all uniform inspections.

Shoes

· Cleaned and polished

Gloves

· Black and in good condition.  Use black or navy wristbands to keep them up your sleeves.
· Fingers cut for woodwind players.  Only section Leaders will be allowed to cut these for students to ensure uniformity.

Failing inspection


A student who fails inspection may be excluded from the halftime or contest performance.  Make sure you are in compliance with all uniform guidelines.

Use of Band Facilities

Students are welcome and encouraged to use the band hall practice rooms for daily practice either before or after school.  Please be aware that rehearsals, sectionals, and private lessons will always take priority.  Students must use normal talking tones when in the band areas.  Running, yelling, horse-play, or public display of affection is not tolerated.  Students will be assigned an instrument locker.  Keep your lockers locked!!!  In addition, because we have thousands of dollars worth of instruments and equipment stored in the band hall, non-band/color guard students will not be allowed into the band hall.  This policy is designed to keep your instrument and supplies safe and secure.  Please ask non-band friends to wait for you in the hallway just outside the band room.

Lockers

· Everyone must have a lock for their locker

· Personal items must not be placed on top of the lockers
Band Hall

· No eating or drinking anything besides water in the band hall.

· No non-band students allowed in band hall
Grading Policy

Grades in band will consist of co-curricular performances, rehearsal performance, playing tests, sectional grades, and quizzes.  Assignments not made up in a timely manner will result in a grade of “zero”.  Low band grades may result in a student being moved to a lower band and/or reassigned as an alternate in marching band.
Pass-off System

The music pass-off system allows the directors to hear the students in a small group setting and provide individual feedback to each person.  The pass-off system is designed to hold each student accountable for themselves.

Pass-offs are performed individually or in groups of two to five students as determined by the directors.  Although students perform with a small group, grading is done on an individual basis.  The expectation of a satisfactory pass-off during marching season is correct notes and rhythms while marking time and playing with the metronome.  

All students may re-test as many times as is necessary to “pass-off,” with no penalty to their grade.  The first opportunity to pass-off will take place during class.  Any attempts after that can be done before or after school when directors are available.  Points are not deducted for re-testing.
Academic Eligibility

The MHS band adheres to all eligibility rules and regulations as stated by TEA and MISD. Any student who records a grade lower than 70 in any regular course at the end of a grading period shall be suspended from participation in extra-curricular performances for at least the following 3 weeks beginning one week after the end of the grading period.  If at the conclusion of that 3-week grading period, the student is passing all regular courses, he/she can regain their eligibility one week after the 3-week grade check.  However, if at that time the student is failing any course, the eligibility is lost until the next grade check or 9 weeks grade report.  

Upper level classes, such as AP classes do not count against a student’s eligibility.  Students who lose their eligibility are still required to attend all rehearsals as well as participate in curricular activities (concerts).  It is vital that all students remain eligible.  The MHS band staff will always encourage students to attend tutorials.  It is possible for students to attend tutorials every day and still make it to marching rehearsal on time.  Some academic tutorials are often offered by upperclassmen within the band program to help students who are struggling with their grades.  

Free concerts, section rehearsals, concert rehearsals, and private lessons are all considered Curricular. Events that are considered Extra-Curricular include:  



1.
Any event with paid admission  

2.         Any event that is inter-school competitive

3.         Any event that takes place off of the MHS campus

Should a band student become ineligible for extra-curricular functions, he/she will still be eligible for curricular functions.  Ineligible students will be given alternate assignments during contest preparation time.  
Individual Competitions
The band staff encourages participation in the individual competitions and festivals offered during the year.

All-Region tryouts involve the finest students from schools in our Region and are the first step in advancement toward All-State. All students in grades 9-12 may participate if academically eligible. All students in the Honors Band and Symphonic I Band are required to audition. The music is announced in August and the tryouts are in December. Students must check their calendars carefully and make a complete commitment to both the tryouts and the performance before entering.

Solo and Ensemble competition takes place in February and March.  Students are award non-competitive ratings and medals.  All students in grades 9-12 may participate if academically eligible.  Students are responsible for their own accompanists, if needed.
The MISD Concerto Competition is held in late May.  Students who receive a rating of 1 on a class 1 solo are eligible to enter.  All accompanist fees are paid by MISD for this contest.  A preliminary round will be held at MHS.  Three finalists will be selected 
Practice
Everyone is expected to take your instrument home every night and practice.  You cannot improve on your instrument by playing in class alone.  You will only improve with continued practice.  We do not do practice cards….we will know if you are practicing or not.  We expect a commitment of 30 minutes per day, 6 days a week.  
Student Leadership Team
Student Leadership Team (SLT) members and Drum Majors are selected by tryout in the Spring and must meet the following requirements to tryout:

Drum Majors:

1.
Must be academically eligible at the time of tryouts

2.
Must complete the additional SLT Audition Packet of information

Student Leadership Team Members:

1.
Must be academically eligible at the time of tryouts


2.
May be a member of any of the concert bands

3.
Must complete the additional SLT Audition Packet of information

ALL STUDENT LEADERS WHO ARE SELECTED BY TRYOUT OR APPOINTED BY THE DIRECTORS MUST FULFILL THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS TO REMAIN IN THEIR OFFICES:

1.
Play a solo and an ensemble at the McKinney Solo and Ensemble contests (wind and percussion only)
2.
Compete, if eligible, in the MISD Concerto Competition.

3.
Tryout for All-Region Band (wind and percussion only)

4.
Attend ALL summer practices, meetings, and have no un-excused absences from band activities during the year.

5. 
Provide leadership through example, promote the highest expectations for band members, and show a zero tolerance for negative behavior. Band officers with any disciplinary referral in any class will be removed from office.

6.
Remain academically eligible throughout the year

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH THE OUTLINED SLT JOB DESCRIPTION COULD RESULT IN A STUDENT BEING REMOVED FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM FOR THE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR.

CHARMS

Charms is a web-based database we use for student information, as well as other information about our band program.  It has many useful applications for students and parents.  Please keep your personal information updated throughout the year.  Please be sure to carefully enter correct email addresses since this is the most used form of communication to our parents.  
Charms login information:

Parent/Student login:  mckinneyhsband
Then enter your student id to view your information.  (If you have a problem with this, let Mr. Ringel know)
If you make changes to your address, phone, or email, remember to click “update”
Band Letter Jackets

All MHS Band and color guard students are eligible to order a letter jacket this year (2011-2012).  Jackets will be ordered the week of August 29th and will be awarded 4 to 6 weeks after.  All MHS band letter jackets will have the same logo on the back as determined by Mr. Ringel.  Everything else about the jacket may be customized to the student’s liking.  
Travel Policy
Students who represent MISD and the MHS band on school sponsored trips are expected to maintain very high standards in behavior, punctuality, and respect at all times.  Normal school policy dictates that band students ride MISD transportation to and from all off-campus performances and events when it is offered.  On rare occasions, an emergency, or other school-related event will necessitate a parent to provide transportation.  In such an event, an Alternate Travel Release Form signed by the parent should be given to the director in advance of the event.  If MISD transportation is provided, students are not permitted to ride home from a band event with anyone other than their parent unless approved by an administrator.   
There may be times when students will be under the supervision of parent chaperones.  Students are to treat chaperones with respect at all times.  It should be understood that their directions are to be followed completely as if the directors said it.  Bus trips should be orderly and calm.  Students should remain in their seats for the entire trip.  The noise level should be moderate.  No organized or unorganized singing or drumming on the bus.  No student is to get on or off the bus unless instructed to do so.  Students who are involved in a serious disciplinary offense on a school-related trip, such as use or possession of illegal drugs or alcohol, stealing, fighting, leaving a room or bus at an inappropriate time, or other serious offense will face strong action which may include the following:

1. Being sent home immediately at the parents expense

2. Being held liable for damage of property

3. Being permanently removed from the band program
4. MHS administrative disciplinary action

Football Game Policy

McKinney ISD provides transportation to all home and away football games. On the day of home games the band will rehearse at MHS before departing for the game. Students will be offered a meal provided by the band boosters after school.  You can sign up and pay for game day meals at band registration.  While in uniform, students may not have food and drinks other than water. This will help prolong the life of our very expensive uniforms. Students should arrive for each rehearsal and performance with their instrument and flip folder. Failure to participate with the band at a football game will result in removal from the band program. Tardiness to a football game may result in a student not performing at halftime or reassignment to an alternate position. Rehearsals and performances are not optional.
Football games are fun but our first priority is to support the team. We must maintain a class act at all times. Band members may stand and cheer in support of the team throughout the game, but also must remain in an assigned seat. It is important to consider all of the expensive equipment around as well as the need to be ready to play at a moment's notice. Only band students and designated chaperones are allowed in the band seating section. Alumni will NOT be allowed to sit with the band this year.  Students should never handle or play another band member's instrument. Student and parent visitors within the band set are not allowed at any time. Please communicate to friends and family that they may not deliver food or drinks to you in the stands. Students may not purchase food or drinks at the stadium. 
Pep Rallies

Pep Rallies are a school tradition in which the band plays an important part. Students participating in pep rallies should be respectful of athletes and other programs and be prepared to play at anytime. All band students who are eligible must participate in pep rally performances. Students must wear their member shirt at all pep rallies and on Friday’s at school.
Fund Raising
Most years the band will take a big out of town trip.  The student pays for these trips.  Students will be given an opportunity to raise money to help cover the costs of these trips.  Each student is encouraged to make the most of fundraising opportunities to help defer the cost of the trip.  Fundraisers are not required of any student.  They may participate at their discretion.  

All band students are expected to attend the band festival. Individual student accounts for festival trips are set up and administered through the Band Booster account. Specific payment schedules are set up for the spring trip. Students are subject to being dropped from the spring festival trip if published payment schedules are not adhered to. Money earned or deposited over-and-above the cost of the spring trip, up to $100.00, may be requested for meals and spending on the trip.

Individual Account Guidelines 
1. Profits gained from individual fund-raising projects are placed in individual booster accounts in the student’s name.

2. A student’s individual account is non-transferable to another student, other than a sibiling.

3. If a band student drops from the band program, or is removed from the band program, all money in his /her individual account revert to the boosters, since the money was earned in the name of the band.

4. Money earned over-and-above basic trip cost (up to $100.00) may be refunded to the individual student for additional trip expenses.

5. Cash deposits (not from fund-raising profits) are refundable, provided they are requested in writing before published trip refund deadlines.

6. Money in each student’s account may be used for private lessons, registration fees and summer band camps approved by the directors.

7. Students who lose eligibility due to the TEA No Pass/No Play rule will not be refunded money.
8. If a student has unpaid, overdue band fees, trip payments will be credited to the band fees first.  Once all band fees are paid, the student’s trip account will be credited.
9.  As a service to our families, the band boosters will carry over excessive funds from one year to the next so a student may build their trip account for the large, out-of-state trip, which occurs every 3 years.  
MHS Band Boosters

The McKinney High School Band has a very active, and supportive parent organization.  Without the hard work and dedication of the parents, the band program at McKinney High could not be as successful and productive as it is.  There are numerous areas in which interested parents can be involved in supporting the activities of the band.  General meetings of the band club are held throughout the school year; however numerous committees do most of the parent organization planning.  Every parent of a band student is considered a member of the Booster club!!!

Private Lessons

McKinney ISD is fortunate to have an outstanding staff of private lesson teachers.  This program is designed to enrich and further the level of performance of the musician.  One on one, individual instruction is one of the main reasons why programs, especially in the North Texas area, are extremely successful.  It is a general misconception that private lessons are set up for students who are “falling behind” or for those musicians that are “not as successful” on their instrument.  While private lessons can still be highly beneficial in these cases, supplemental private lessons are designed and intended more for students that are advancing and proving success on their instrument.  The opportunity to study one-on-one with a professional musician is invaluable and has proven to be one of the most successful ingredients to individual achievement.  Lessons are customized and tailored for each individual’s needs.  

Private lessons may occur before, during, and after the school day depending on availability.  Private lessons taught on campus are $17.00 per ½ hour.  Students traveling to a private teacher’s home to study may be subject to a different rate based on the teacher’s experience and credentials.
The band booster club is proud to offer financial aid in the amount of $8.50 per lesson to students meeting certain criteria.  Applications for financial aid can be picked up in the band office or downloaded from the Royal Pride Band Website.  

PLEASE READ THE HANDBOOK CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING BELOW

"I have read the MHS Band Handbook and my student has my permission to participate in the Band activities stated in this handbook within the guidelines described.  I understand that Band is a full-year commitment for the 2011-2012 school year."

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________

"I have read the MHS Band Handbook and agree to abide by the policies stated.  I realize that failure to follow policies or directions will result in disciplinary action that could lead to dismissal from the Band and Band classes. I understand that Band is a full-year commitment for the 2011-2012 school year."

Student Signature__________________________________________________

Date of both signatures_____________________

