
Minutes

MHS Band Booster General Meeting

September 7, 2010

Welcome

· Ann-Marie called the meeting to order and introduced the 2010-2011 Band Board.
Secretary – Angie Freeman

· The minutes from the last booster general meeting ( May 18, 2010) were approved as written.
· Future minutes will be on the band web site instead of being copied and passed out at the meetings.  Members agreed to this.
Treasurer-Kathy Bennett and Lorrie Richter

· All band students accounts are now on Charms.  There is a payment due Friday, September 10.  Parents should check their student's account to see if they are current. Reminders will be sent.  Kathy can personally call if necessary.
· Game day meals have been added to student's accounts.  Please check to see if you have paid for this, or if your child is signing up to eat the meals.  A list is kept on Mr. Ringel's window for students to ensure that they have signed up.
· The taxes for the 2009-2010 year have been completed.
· The band received $7,100.00 from the Friday Night Lights event held this summer. To date, about half of the money has been spent.  The money has been and will be used for the benefit of the color guard and the band students, at the discretion of the directors.
· The concession stand sales are up substantially from last year. Thus far, they have taken in $7,200.00.  This money is split between the PTO and the band, minus overhead fees .
· Grocery Rebates:  Band families are encouraged to sign up at Tom Thumb and/or Kroger for a rebate card.  This is an easy way for the band to make money.  A percentage of purchases is returned to the band.  Sign up forms will be provided at a later date.
· Scholarship money remains available for private lessons.  Mr. Ringel will evaluate any requests.  The scholarship pays for half of the student's lesson.
· Lorrie Richter reported that the March-a-Thon was a success. Only 30 students have turned in money so far.  Any student who raised money should send it in asap. Please label your envelope “trip account” and your student's name.  Payments will be posted on Charms.  If a student raised more than the required amount for the trip, funds can transferred over to pay general band fees or be left in the student’s account for next years trip.  
· A discussion was held regarding continuation of the March-a-Thon in the future, in light of the fact that so few students take advantage of this opportunity to raise money. Although the students are asked to participate in other fundraisers throughout the year, the March-a-Thon is the only one specifically designated for a student’s trip expenses.  Mr. Ringel expressed his frustration that there are students who make no effort to get pledges, and therefore do not get to go on the trip due to lack of funds.  Several people shared that due to the economy it was much harder to ask for support this year.  Many felt that the March-a-Thon, although a lot of hard work, has become a community event and a tradition for the kids  as well as a great opportunity for publicity of the program.  The overall consensus was that as long as the band is not losing money holding this event, the March-a-Thon should continue.                                                                                         
Fundraising- Kimberly Waggoner

· Web-Mall:  Parents and students will soon have the opportunity to shop online and help the band raise money.  The Web-Mall will offer over 500 retail stores from Best-Buy to Target to clothing stores.  The information will be on the website this week. 
· Kimberly discussed starting a recycling drive.  Students could bring in old electronic items in working or non-working order.  The band would designate the recipient, and receive a small profit in return.  She will be looking for a parent to help head this event up.  If you are interested please contact Kimberly.
· There is still a need for volunteers to work the concession stand at the football games. The next Food Handler Class will be held September 15, 6:00 at Boyd.  Please contact Leslie Gajak-Butler if you  are interested in working.
Social- Christy Jeter and Kathryn Burke

· The band banquet will be held May 21, 2011.  The venue has not been decided upon. 
· The spaghetti dinner/silent auction was discussed.  The middle school bands have decided to not participate in this event.  This will affect the number of tickets sold and impact the band's profit.  An alternative event is being considered. A Spring concert held in conjunction with a dessert/silent auction was mentioned.  This will be decided at a later date.
· The band will be providing meals for the Marching Contests held in October.  For some of these events, it may be necessary to provide two meals.  Volunteers are needed to help with the meals.  Lots of parents are needed to help throughout these long days.  An email will be sent out with the request.
· There was a reminder that an individual cannot work around the students unless he/she has filled out their volunteer form with the McKinney district.  This includes events held on campus and off.  Please make sure you are registered
Publicity-Kim  VanWagner

· The revised calendar/directories have been delivered.  If you have not received yours, please contact Kim.  Extra copies have been made for anyone still wishing to purchase.
· Kim will be taking pictures throughout the year of band and color guard events. She will put all the pictures on Shutter Fly for anyone wishing to purchase individual copies.
· The band has several pictures in football program, spread over two full color pages.
Director's Report- Ken Ringel

· The marching show is coming along well.  Part 3 has not been practiced yet due to bad weather.  
· Ken is updating the website as quickly as possible.  Please make sure you are receiving email via Charms. 
· Students are taking advantage of the band's Facebook page.  This is proving to be a successful form of communication.
· Charts have been put up in the band hall indicating student's progress in passing off  their scales and parts of the show.  
· The peer/tutoring program has started.  Students can request help in any subject they are struggling in and a fellow band student will contact them for tutoring. The forms are hanging up outside Mr. Ringel's office.  
· Trip Information:  The Port Royal Condos in Corpus Christi have been reserved for April 8-11. The band will participate in a contest in San Antonio on the 8th, have lunch of the Riverwalk, and then continue on to Corpus. 
· The trip cost will be $450.  This number is based on 135 kids going on the trip. Will need to know ASAP who is planning on going.
· Students need to pay their $10 for All Region.  Freshman who are participating in both the All Region and the 9th grade All Region will need to bring $20.
New Business

· If you have not brought in your case of water please do so asap!
· New uniforms have arrived.  Please make sure your students have their shoes, bibs, jacket and hat.  If not please contact Theresa Mills.  
· Make sure students have their poncho!!
· Students will be marching in full uniform in two weeks.

