Minutes

MHS Band Booster General Meeting

October 5, 2010

Welcome

· Ann-Marie called the meeting to order.

Secretary-  Angie Freeman

· The minutes from the last booster meeting (September 7, 2010) were approved as written. 

· Reminder that all future minutes will be posted on the band website only.  

Treasurer-Kathy Bennett and Lorrie Richter

· Kathy reviewed the budget.  There are 115 students that are current with their band fees. 

· Kathy has posted all students' accounts on Charms.  She will be sending emails reminding when payments are due.  The Spring concert session fees are due this Friday, October 8.  

· Lorrie has student's trip payments up on Charms.  All payments designated for the trip will be posted under “Trip Payments”.  The next trip payment is due October 16.  

· Currently, the March-a-thon is a separate account.  All monies will be transferred over to the students trip account soon.

· The band has received two checks from the concessions stand.  Although, the concessions sales are up, our profit margin seems to be down from past years.  Leslie Gajak plans on meeting with the PTO and the MHS athletic department to express our concerns.

Fundraising-  Kimberly Waggoner

· Web-Mall:  The Web-Mall is up and running!  Parents can access the mall from the link on the band website.  Remember to send the link to family and friends. This is an easy way to do Holiday shopping and the band benefits from it!

· The students will be given a new fundraiser soon.  This will be a brochure of gift related items.  Items will be in and ready for delivery before the Holidays.  All proceeds go to the general fund.  

· Leslie is looking for parents to work the concession stand Homecoming night, October 28, and Senior night, November 5.  We would like for parents of seniors to be able to enjoy the game and the half-time show.  You do not need to be certified to work.

Social- Christy Jeter and Kathryn Burke

· A venue for the Spring banquet has still not been decided upon.  Due to the large number of seats needed (approximately 300), our options are more limited than in the past.  They hope to have the venue booked soon.  May 21 is the tentative date for the banquet.  

· 4 contest meals will be provided for the students during the month of October. The cost of these meals was included in students' marching fees. 

· If you are helping with any of the contests, please arrive at the stadium with your student for the run-through practice.  This will ensure that you know what to do for the competition. 

Publicity- Kim Van-Wagner

· Directories are still available for anyone interested. 

· Kim will be putting together pictures of the band and of the seniors throughout the year. 

Director's Report- Ken Ringel, Marcus Hunley, John Wilmarth, Amanda Jacobs

· The band had a 97%  pass rate at grade check!  Ken is proud of the kids and their hard work!  The peer tutoring is in place, and several students are taking advantage of it.  Keep up the good work!

· Attendance has been down at the afternoon practices.  Please try to not schedule things during this time, especially on a contest week!  

· Talk to your student about his/her pass-offs on scales and show parts.  If they do not pass off, it will affect their grade!  Students can pass off after school before practice starts.  This need to be taken care of ASAP!  

· Several of the band students are participating in the MHS Swing Dance Club. Please tell your student to be careful, and not take any unnecessary risks.  We do not want any of our students to get hurt.  

· There have been some safety issues with the afternoon practices, involving speeding cars and vehicle vandelism.  If parents have any concerns please contact Mr. Herrington and Mr. Renzenbrink.  Ideally, we would like to have a concrete slab to practice on, not the parking lot!  

· Plano East Contest is this Saturday, October 9.  The itinerary has been sent. Please look at it and check the times.

· UIL is next week, October 16.  The band will participate in the Homecoming Parade, October 23.  We will have our final contest October 30.  Please check your emails regarding these events.

New Business Reminders-

· Concert fees are due October 8, and the next trip payment is due October 16. 

· The band will be participating in the Spirit of the Season.  This is a Holiday Bizarre that will be held November 6, at Evans Middle School.  We will need to supply a decorated tree or wreath, that will be auctioned off.  All proceeds go to Project Graduation.  Students will be asked to bring in decorations.  If  you are interested in helping with this project, or heading it up, please contact Ann-Marie.

· The last order for spirit wear has gone out and will be arriving soon.

· Uniforms: Please check your students pant length.  The seam should hang with no break in the leg.  If your pants are too long...DO NOT  CUT the fabric, you can hem them.  Make sure your students uniform is clean, along with their socks and member shirt!  This is very important before a contest!

· The band has been blessed to have 5 wonderful bus drivers that take care of our kids.  To show our appreciation for all that they do, it was proposed and passed to buy them each an item of band spirit-wear. 

· A huge THANK YOU to the Herron family.  They have made and supplied the band with carts and stands to move equipment on and off the field.  This has made things much easier!!

· The annual Costume party will be at the Egan's home on November 13th.  We need parents to chaperone.

· Would like to recognize some of the band students.  Ty Hardin and Zach Friesenhahn have been named National Merit Semi-Finalists.  Additionally, Sara Herrera has been named a National Hispanic Merit Finalist.
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