PREVENT!  The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Clark County

Prevent * Reduce * Educate * Voice * Empower * Nurture * Transform

Preventing and reducing underage drinking through increased collaboration for community level change
PREVENT! Meeting Summary Notes

February 19th, 2009 – ESD 112
Present:  Kathy Deschner, Forward Edge International: Jeff Brockway, Southwest Washington Medical Center; Michael Ott, Daybreak; Toni Eby, Clark County Meth Action Team;  Nicole Grimes, Evergreen High School; Marilyn Grenfell, Hockinson High School, AWARE; Jim Grenfell, AWARE; Kristine Bella, Northwest Behavioral Services; Long Vue, Clark County Public Health; Angela McKinney, Clark County Prevention Specialist; Katlin Smith, Urban Words Group; Rose Sarkkinen; Union High School
Welcome and Introductions: Kathy Deschner called the meeting to order, conducted introductions and welcomed all new and returning attendees.  Kathy asked members to share a favorite prevention moment from the last couple of weeks and most people had multiple “moments”.  
Bringing citizens together through powerful questions

At the CADCA conference Kathy, Sondra, and Angela attended, the keynote speaker was Peter Block author of Community the Structure of Belonging.  Kathy and Sondra attended his workshop where he lead an exercise meant to bring citizens together through powerful questions, the idea being that community members in meaningful conversation can generate creative ideas and cultivate stewardship.  We broke into small groups of 4 with the only rule that members were not to be “helpful”.  The questions posed to the groups:
What’s missing from the picture so far?  What are we not seeing?
What’s been you major learning, insight, or discovery so far?

Evergreen School District Prevention/Intervention Services
It was brought to our attention that funds for Prevention Intervention specialists who provide vital services to youth are on of the programs at risk for being cut in the Evergreen School District.
The School Board announced that they are taking comments and concerns from the community about why programs should or should not be cut.  They made it clear that they are not cutting programs that effect student learning; WASL scores impact their federal requirements.

Although coalition members, know the impact that substance use has on student achievement, (memory, ability to learn, drop-out rates, etc.) we may need to educate the school board and community about this important connection.
Plan of action:

The Chairs along with Sondra will create a letter representing PREVENT!  The letter will emphasize cost savings, impact on test scores and dropout rates and will include quotes or personal stories.
PREVENT! will send out a core letter to community partner groups to use to voice their own support for prevention services within the school district
PREVENT! members will be present at all three board meetings, and try to get on the agenda for March 10th.  If we can not get on the agenda we will make comments during the public comment time.
Meetings are 5:30 at the Administrative Service Center in the Evergreen Room, on the following dates:

February 24th, March 10th, and March 24th
(more information to come)

As a part of our presence at the meetings, we would like to get a youth representative to share a story about how prevention/intervention services have made a difference in their life. We would also like to have parent’s perspective

Kathy has a tip that there is going to be a story about drug problems in Clark County and she may be interviewed.  This could provide an opportunity for her to bring attention to the importance of prevention services in our schools.
PREVENT! representatives will write letters to the editor and Op eds.
Letters to local representatives offices were also brought up, and we will identify and send letters to our representatives as well.

Expect an email from Sondra about ways to participate.  We need everybody’s input to make a difference.
From Binge to Blackout
The From Binge to Blackout event planning is well underway.  The event featuring authors and speakers, Chris and Toren Volkmann will include three assemblies at local schools and an evening event at Union.  Doors will open with a resource fair and Pizza at 6:00; speaking event from 6:30-7:30; and continued resources at 7:30.

We need coalition members help in fundraising and advertising for the event.

We have created: sponsorship packets, a newsletter blurb, flyers and posters
Sondra asked members to identify how many sponsorship packets, flyers, posters they would like to distribute and if they wanted an electronic newsletter blurb to distribute.
Sondra will send an electronic request to coalition members who did not attend.

Ads and Subtract (youth-led community assessment)

Angela shared an update on the Ads and Subtract Community Assessment.  PREVENT! along with Peer Educators held a trial run of the project in November.  STASHA members led several High School seniors working on their senior project through media literacy training and prepared them to survey stores for alcohol and tobacco ads as well as drug paraphernalia.  
We are planning our April, 1st survey day.  We need groups of youth that have their own chaperone and transportation to participate.  Sondra will send out the request for groups that Angela created.  Please pass it along and think creatively about who might want to be involved!  We are hoping for a large showing to be able to make a real impact!  April 13 will be a day for participants and community members to look at the results and discuss actions.
Announcements:
Michael Ott Daybreak announced that they applied for a grant for an afterschool program with the Lord’s gym
Daybreak is also having their 5th annual concert and auction, March 8th at the Heathman Lodge http://www.daybreakinfo.org/jazzin_2009.html for more info
Kathy Deschner announced Rocksolid Teen Center in Bush Prairie is having their annual fundraising event this Saturday at 6:00 pm
Long Vue announced that he has materials available for Kick Butts Day, March 25th.  Contact Long at long.vue@clark.wa.gov for “Kick Butts” stuff!
Kristine Bella with Northwest Behavioral Healthcare Services announced a community meeting that started for providers but includes a variety of community services held on the third Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am at Western Psychological and Counseling Services in Vancouver.  PREVENT! was invited to attend.

Angela announced that Burgerville is test-marketing beer at its newest store in the Salmon Creek area of Vancouver.  If it proves to be profitable they have plans to have beer at their 38 stores throughout the Northwest.  Checkout these articles for multiple perspectives on the issue:

http://dailyvanguard.com/boozing_at_burgerville-1.1482900
http://columbian.com/article/20090203/BIZ01/702039970/-1/ARCHIVES
http://www.communityhealthpriorities.org/index.php?/conversation/comments/bville/
http://www.statesmanjournal.com/article/20090206/COLUMN0101/902060309/1066
Note:  Next month’s meeting will be at The Health Education Center (HEC).  
The address is: 400 NE Mother Joseph Way.  
Jeff suggests people travel east or west on Mill Plain (depending on thier location) and turn north on NE 92 Avenue.  We can park in the parking garage or 92nd Avenue lot.  More detailed instructions to come!
Minutes taken by Sondra Storm
PAGE  
1

