PREVENT!  The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Clark County

Prevent * Reduce * Educate * Voice * Empower * Nurture * Transform

Preventing and reducing underage drinking through increased collaboration for community level change
PREVENT! Meeting Summary Notes

March 19th, 2009 – ESD 112
Present:  Kathy Deschner, Forward Edge International: Jeff Brockway, Southwest Washington Medical Center; Michael Ott, Daybreak; Toni Eby, Clark County Meth Action Team; Marilyn Grenfell, Hockinson High School, AWARE; Jim Grenfell, AWARE; Kristine Bella, Northwest Behavioral Services; Angela McKinney, Clark County Prevention Specialist; Rose Sarkkinen; Union High School; Cathy den Boer, La Center and View Ridge Middle School; Jingling Beeson, Canyon Creek and Jemtegaard Middle School; Eoin Bastable, Frontier Middle School; Brittney Tyvan Hudson’s Bay Student
Welcome and Introductions: Kathy Deschner called the meeting to order, conducted introductions and asked attendees to share a new resource they have discovered recently.
Newspaper Article
Kathy was interviewed for an article that was on the front page of The Columbian on Sunday March 8th.  The story included Kathy’s personal experiences with her son, Jeff’s prescription drug addiction.  Kathy expressed disappointment in some errors in the article: a lack of emphasis on Jeff’s dedication and struggle to recover from addiction, and no resources for parents who are concerned about a child.  An editorial ran on March 15th that included NIDA resources and drew a connection to the local presentation of ex-gang member Ossco Bolton, and his advice for parent involvement as an effective prevention strategy.  Kathy has submitted a response to that editorial that includes information about PREVENT! and the effectiveness of community coalitions in addressing substance abuse.
Resources Development

The Resource Development Committee has struggled some with our current “committee meeting within the meeting” model.  There are some very specific goals that RDC can take on in the upcoming months and for next year including: creating a fundraising strategy and database, targeted recruitment to increase collaboration, creating a community resource map, and establishing volunteer recognition.  The RDC chose to meet to discuss how to better establish this committee and select its priorities, rather than joining with the other “event focused” committees.
Ads and Subtract:
Angela shared that the date of the Ads and Subtract Action Day will be changed to May 2nd to allow more parents and youth to attend.  A week day had been selected based on information from other coalitions conducting surveys.  These coalition’s reported more success with stores allowing them to conduct the survey on week days, because managers tend to be on duty and there are fewer customers.  However, we have had difficulty finding adults and youth who can participate on a week day.  Additionally, we are looking for transportation that we can provide to eliminate that barrier.

Angela announced that during committee time, the committee would discuss planning details and make decisions about the Action Day and subsequent follow up day.
From Binge to Blackout
The From Binge to Blackout event planning is well underway.  The event featuring authors and speakers, Chris and Toren Volkmann will include three assemblies at local schools and an evening event at Union.  Doors will open with a resource fair and Pizza at 6:00; speaking event from 6:30-7:30; and continued resources at 7:30.

Sondra announced the committee will be checking-in about day-of planning details, advertising, and establishing volunteer roles for the day-of the event.  Sondra will email a request for volunteers to the entire coalition after the committee meeting.
Posters, Flyers, and Sponsorship requests are available to coalition members.  Contact Sondra for copies to disperse.
Committees met for 45 minutes:

Committee leaders or note-takers will email committee-specific meetings

Announcements:
Prescription Drug Awareness Event
Toni Announced an opportunity for CMAT and PREVENT! to collaborate on an upcoming prescription drug abuse awareness and discussion event.  There will be an acclaimed and knowledgeable guest speaker from Law Enforcement and opportunity for community discussion about how to address the problem.  More details to come about the event.  It will potentially be on Monday April 6th.  Date, Time, and details to come….
Youth Achievement Awards

Angela announced that it is Youth Achievement Nomination time.  Youth can be nominated for their achievement in the areas of: Arts, Busienss/Enterprise, Citizenship, Courage, Education, Environmental Stewardship, Family Life, Inspiration, Leadership, or Personal Achievement.  The awards encourage community members to notice youth who may not be recognized in more traditional forms of community or school recognition.  Adults can nominate youth, youth can nominate other youth, and youth can nominate themselves.  Contact Angela for more information about how to nominate a youth.

Advocacy Exploratory Meeting

The PREVENT! and CMAT Advocacy Exploratory Meeting will be held at ESD 112 on Tuesday, March 24th from 11:00-1:00.  Lunch will be provided.  This will be a discussion about how to increase our advocacy and policy change capacity, where opportunities exist, and what kind of network or group could form to increase our collective voice for prevention in Clark County.  Contact Sondra or Toni with any questions about this meeting.

Prevention Clubs

PREVENT! has been mentoring two Prevention Clubs at Jemtegaard Middle School and La Center Middle School.  
Jemtegaard is working on a Kick Butts Day project where they will design t-shirts with a prevention message and where them on prevention club meeting day, they will also be handing out flyers with candy that read: “Tobacco is not Jolly” with a Jolly Rancher attached, and “Be a Smartee don’t use Tobacco” with a Smartee attached.
La Center Middle School has about 50 students involved and a core Leadership Team.  The club will be holding a health fair to connect students with healthy activities at their school and in the community.  They have approached a local business to have a weekly “youth night” with pizza specials and games available for youth.

Contact Sondra if you want to be involved with mentorship!

Rose shared that the Union Prevention Club is working with the Teen’s Against Tobacco Use (TATU) club to engage students in a Kick Butts Day activity that involves tombstones and a puzzle for students to solve for a prize!  
Note:  Next month we will not have a meeting, but we ask that you attend our Community Event and Resource fair “From Binge to Blackout” at Union High School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Minutes taken by Sondra Storm
PAGE  
2

