PREVENT!  The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Clark County

Prevent * Reduce * Educate * Voice * Empower * Nurture * Transform

Preventing and Reducing Youth Substance Abuse and Underage Drinking in Clark County

PREVENT! Meeting Summary Notes

February 11h, 2009 – ESD 112

Present: Toni Eby, CMAT/CCSO; Kris Bella, NW Behavioral Healthcare and Free Arts NW; Cindi Schroeder, Battle Ground School District; Linda Hutchins, Sykridge Middle School; Marilyn Grenfell, Hockinson High School; Marjorie Ledell; Rose Sarkkinen, Union High School; Sheryl Smith, VSD #37; Robert Theisen, Clark College ACES; Long Vue, CCPH; Kathy Deschner, PREVENT!; 

Introduction: 

Attendees introduced themselves and answered the icebreaker question, “What’s your favorite thing to do in the snow.”
Updates and Actions:

Guest Facilitation

Toni Eby, PREVENT! Steering committee member introduced herself as the guest facilitator of the PREVENT! meeting and reminded attendees that Sondra Storm is currently in Washington DC at the 2010 CADCA Conference. 

Prescription Drug Abuse Community Response: 
Toni provided an update on the prescription drug abuse prevention projects PREVENT! is working on.  A basic power point on Prescription Drug Abuse has been created with local and national statistics, signs and symptoms, who can help and how, why kids are using, etc.  The presentation will be modified for specific audiences.

Action Steps:

· All PREVENT! members are invited to participate in the Action Meeting scheduled for February 18th from 2:30 – 5:00 at the ESD112.  

· 2:30 – 3:45 Topic: Working with retailers to increase information about Rx concerns and utilization of safe Rx return program

· 4:00 – 5:00 Topic: Finalize PowerPoint slide library, determine action steps for sharing this information

Prevention Club Training and Summit:

PREVENT! will partner with CMAT to host a Youth Prevention Leadership Summit this year for youth who are (or want to be) involved in prevention in the county. Planning to date includes:

· Target date is a Friday in May 2010

· Location possibilities include hotels, community centers etc. First choice locations are Clark College and WSU Vancouver. Contact has been made with the ACES club at Clark College. They are interested in learning more about a possible partnership for this event.

· Tentative agenda for the Summit include workshop sessions from 1-5 pm followed by a dinner and dance.

· Suggestions made to somehow tie event into Prom (awareness of drinking & driving etc)

Action Steps:

· Next planning meeting will be scheduled soon.

Drug Paraphernalia Ordinance:

Support letters and informational flyer are in the final stages of editing. They will be distributed to members soon. There is a tentative meeting scheduled with the BOCC for February 17th, 2010. Tom Breitenbach will follow up with more information about this as soon as it is available.

Action Steps:

· PREVENT! members are encouraged to review the support materials as they become available and submit letters of support if interested.

PREVENT! Walk

Linda shared that PREVENT! has officially partnered with Community Choices to host the awareness walk for March 20th.  PREVENT! will continue to do the organizing, while Community Choices will be responsible for handling registration and for submitting liability insurance to the City of Camas. 

Linda, the project leader of the Walk shared that a lot has been accomplished in the short time since the official sponsor (Community Choices) has been confirmed! She thanked Sondra for her speedy efforts getting the word out about the walk.

Specific updates:

· Marjorie has developed a draft press release; Kathy will help with contacting media and developing an advertising strategy. Suggestion was made that youth help with distributing flyers, etc. 

· The Camas Lions Club is on board as a partner and is looking forward to serving as ”Marshalls” for the walk

· Registration form are available; Linda hopes to get many of the registrations in by March 10th, although same day registration is available.

· Event posters are available for distribution.

· Linda re-iterated that lack of funds for the walk should not be a barrier to participation. If you know of someone who’d like to participate but may not have the registration fee, have them contact Linda or Sondra for a scholarship.

· Kathy will contact Community Choices to ensure that any needs they have as event sponsors are met.

· Youth under 18 can attend walk without their parent as long as they have a signed release form. Linda will check and confirm this age.

· Linda will work with Sondra to get the walk poster and registration forms onto the PREVENT! website

· Kris Bella confirmed that the suicide prevention group will be a part of the community fair, offering a ‘poetry slam’as a way to bridge the walk into the future

· A school nurse will be on-site for the walk

Needs:

· Linda distributed a sign-up sheet for specific volunteer roles/activities. Some items include:

· There will be one more planning meeting, to be scheduled when Sondra returns from DC.

· Food/Beverages

· We’re still looking for a donation for the prevention club lunch. Sheryl said she would contact Beaches. Funding is available to purchase lunch if need be.

· Kathy offered to check with PUD about water donation.

· Set-up

· Can’t begin the set-up until after 8:00pm Friday evening. Help with night before and day-of set up is needed.

· Photography

· Rose offered to help with Photography, Sheryl Smith offered to check with  photography classes at school to see if student(s) might be interested.

· Participants
· Linda suggested that the biggest need right now is to get the word out about the event and to encourage people to attend.

Advocacy for school prevention/intervention specialists

Discussion: funding for PI positions, whether through School Districts, Federal Safe and Drug Free School funds, or other resources continues to be in jeopardy. The ESD 112 PI’s are collecting stories from students who receive prevention/intervention stories. These stories will be compiled and shared with legislators and others as a way to build awareness of the importance of these services. A suggestion was made to create a link on the PREVENT! website that students throughout Clark County could use as a way to submit their stories. Sheryl Smith announced that the 3 Vancouver School District Intervention Specialists have all received notification that their positions will be eliminated in the 2010-2011 school year.

Action Steps:

It was agreed that a strategy session should be scheduled to begin planning both an immediate response to the news from Vancouver School District as well as a long term advocacy plan. We agreed we’d like more information about the existing efforts, and the overall funding picture.  Sondra will schedule this meeting when she returns.

Member Updates/Announcements

Sheryl Smith announced she’ll be on local channel 24 in the coming weeks to discuss drug awareness and will take the opportunity to promote PREVENT!

Kris Bella announced the beginning of a youth recovery group on Monday nights in Vancouver. Tentative location is at The Portal (a church across the street from Hudson’s Bay High School). The overall goal is to create a sense of community for youth in recovery. Members discussed ways PREVENT! could support this effort. Some ideas included providing leadership/educational opportunities (like the summit) for youth participating in the group as well as helping with networking. Kris indicated that adult volunteers are needed to help facilitate the group. Training is available.

Cindi Schroeder announced that a group of youth in her district have created a PowerPoint presentation about tobacco use/chewing tobacco that they’ve used to educate staff. She is happy to share this presentation with anyone who would like to use it and will also submit it to Sondra so she can make it available on the PREVENT! website. She also agreed to write up a small newsletter article about it. 

Next meeting date: March 11th, 3:00-5:00 at ESD 112

Minutes taken by Toni Eby
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