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Rwandan Genocide Survivor to Speak at St. Ignatius Church in San Francisco

San Francisco, CA – It was announced today by Little Children’s Aid Junior Auxiliary that Rwandan genocide survivor Immaculée IIibagiza will share her powerful story at St. Ignatius Church in San Francisco at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, April 16, 2010. Immaculée’s book Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust chronicles her incredible journey of faith and forgiveness that pulled her through the Rwandan genocide in 1994.

Immaculée, age 36, is a living example of faith put into action. Left To Tell, a New York Times best-seller, tells (delete) how she spent 91 days huddled silently with seven other women in a cramped three-foot by four -foot bathroom as the Rwandan genocide rioted outside. Since its publication, the book has been translated into 15 languages and has gained the attention of national news programs including CBS’s 60 Minutes.

“Immaculée’s story represents the realities that are faced by our most vulnerable neighbors,” notes Jeff Bialik, Executive Director of Catholic Charities CYO.  “By hearing her story, we may all learn how the power of forgiveness and compassion builds a community of hope and understanding.”  Even on a personal level, writes Rick Warren, best-selling author of The Purpose Driven Life, “Immaculée’s story can lead you to the place of healing, restoration and peace.”

In her San Francisco multi-media presentation, Immaculée will recount the challenge to her faith presented by her narrow escape from a horrible death and her path to forgiveness.  All proceeds from the event, sponsored by Little Children’s Aid, will support family and children programs at Catholic Charities CYO including Rita da Cascia, St. Joseph’s Family Center, Mission Day Care and Youth and Family Programming at 10th and Mission. 

Tickets are $45 for a 9:00 a.m. pre-lecture book signing with premium seating, $30 for open seating and $10 for students in groups of ? or more. Valet parking can be purchased for  $25 and Koret Center parking for $12. 

Tickets are available now at www.littlechildrensaid.com or by calling 415-972-1243. 

Seating is limited; advanced purchase is advised. Groups are welcome. 

###
Little Children's Aid is a non-profit organization that was founded in 1907 to provide for the children left homeless and orphaned by the San Francisco earthquake and fire. The original agency and its volunteer auxiliary were the forerunner of today's Catholic Charities CYO of San Francisco and The Auxiliary of Little Children's Aid. In 1949, Little Children's Aid Junior Auxiliary separated from the original group in an effort to expand its outreach.

Rooted in the Catholic faith-based values of charity, justice and accountability, the mission of Catholic Charities CYO is to serve and advocate for the poor, the sick, the distressed, children, youth, families, immigrants and seniors, regardless of their faith.  All money contributed to Catholic Charities CYO directly supports programs in San Francisco, Marin and San Mateo Counties. To learn more, about CCCYO, please visit their website at www.cccyo.org.
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