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and a Red, Black and Green flag, celebrating black liberation, hung in the school auditorium. 
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Kelley attended California State University/ Long Beach, and selected four different majors 
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1983. He then attended graduate school at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 
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His professional career spans several decades and universities. He was an Assistant Professor at 
Southeastern Massachusetts University in 1988, before he moved on to Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and then the University of Michigan, where he was promoted to an Associate 
Professor with full tenure. Kelley then taught at New York University (NYU), where he was 
professor of History and Africana Studies. In 1994, became the youngest full professor at NYU 
and one of the youngest in the country, at the age of 32. He also spent a year at the Center for 
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University in Stanford, California. 

Kelley was honored as a Montgomery Fellow at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire 
in the summer of 2000. He served as chair of the of the history department at NYU from 2002 to 
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historian to hold the Harmsworth Chair of American History at Oxford University and was a 
Distinguished Fellow of the Rothermere American Institute at the University as well. Kelley was 
appointed the Gary B. Nash Professor of American History at UCLA, his alma mater, in the fall 
of 2011. He served as the History department writer-in-residence at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst in 2013, and was awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship in 2014. 
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journalist who chemically darkened her skin in 1968 to live out a year as a black woman. Kelley 
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