Grace Community Church of Effingham County

Position Statement on Sovereignty of God

Though God is Absolute Sovereign over all creation and history, He is not the author of sin. Yet in some mysterious way, His decrees include all that takes place in the universe. God has a “determined plan for the whole world” and no one can alter His purposes (Isa. 14:26-27). What He has planned that He will do (Isa. 46:11). And, He “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will” (Eph. 1:11); “Surely as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand” (Isa. 14:24).

Sovereignty also extends to the providence of God whereby He sustains all creatures, giving them life and removing life as He pleases (Deut. 32:39). In sovereignty, all things were created for the glory of God and all things exist for Him (Rev. 4:11). The sovereignty of God also extends to the doctrine of divine election whereby those chosen by the council of the Lord's own will, shall come to Him in faith (Jn. 6:37, 39, 44; Eph. 1:3-18; 2 Thess. 2:13). And yet, even though difficult to reconcile in human understanding, the sovereignty of God does not remove the responsibility of man (Habakkuk 1:6, 11; Acts 2:22-23, 36).
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