Wesley shared the following with the congregation at Grace Community Church on Sunday, July 5, 2009.  We encourage you to listen to the sermon message from this date as it ties together with the following statement by the Pastor.  Access the sermon messages from the home page of the church web site:  findgracenow.org
STEPPING DOWN – NOT OUT
The last prayer Jesus prayed for His disciples and His church was that it would dwell in unity. John 17:21   Jesus prayed that the believers who make up His body would be one, even as He and the Father are One.  He prayed for this so that the world might see the oneness of the church and then believe that Jesus was sent by the Father.  No human organization has ever known lasting peace and unity among its members.  So for an organization to have real unity, it would have to be from a supernatural origin.  It would have to come from Christ Jesus.   As the world sees the love and unity of the church, they then have reason to believe that Jesus was the Son of God, and that reconciliation with God and each other is possible.  A church that is not unified offers little hope to the on-looking eyes of the world.
In past years this church has experienced a supernatural unity. That unity has given evidence to this community that we are different and our love is of a supernatural origin.

We continue to enjoy a measure of unity that may exceed many who proclaim Christ as Lord and Savior, but I sense we are not sharing the unity of purpose and vision that our Lord prayed for in the garden, just before He paid the penalty for our sins.  Perhaps you have sensed this also.  I believe the unity of Christ’s body is threatened.  When unity is threatened it is either from a world system or our selfish flesh, both influenced by a devil and his minions that would like nothing better than to divide Christ’s Church and destroy the witness of Christ’s love and power to save.
I have prayerfully considered how God has used me and have listened for    His word as to His will for me to continue in the position of the Senior Pastor of Grace Community Church.  I shared this with Pam (my wife) and the elders of Grace who have joined me in prayer on this matter.
I believe this church needs a lead pastor (Sr. Pastor) who is gifted in preaching and teaching; who walks in the strength of the virtues of our Lord cited by Paul in Ephesians 4:2-3 (humility, gentleness, patience, and forebearing love); who can work with the leadership of Grace to recast the vision; and mobilize the saints in unity to action.
As I have listened to my Lord in His word, with much prayer, to my disappointment, I am not the one He would have to lead this church as the chief shepherd.  I know my church family loves me and would most probably never ask me to step aside.  But I am sure that for the unity of this body and to enable the leadership of this body to follow the will of God for Grace Community Church, I must remove myself as the Sr. Pastor.  I am also, for a time, (to be determined by leadership and this body), removing myself as a ruling elder. 

         I am not leaving this body or quitting on my beloved here at Grace. I hope to be used greatly by my Lord in the giftedness He has given me, to continue to support both present and new leadership that may arise, and to serve this Church, my beloved, Christ’s Body.

        There are perhaps many things that have come to light for me regarding the leadership of Grace Church, some I have discussed with our elders, some are personal and some are only for God to address.
        God called me 15 years ago to pastor a work that He wanted to do in this community.  I am thankful for the fruits I have witnessed through His power.  I have often said, and I will say it again, God be glorified, because He has taken a dumb rock like me and used me in a way that is exceedingly, abundantly, beyond anything I could ask or think.

        But now God asks me to step aside in order that He may continue to build His Church.  Removing myself from the eldership I believe is necessary to allow the leadership to look afresh at past and future leadership needs; and not to be unduly influenced by my voice of what we need, but the voice of our Lord.
        This decision is not based on a meeting, or conflicts with any of you, or ministry staff, or with the elders of this church.  Certainly we, like any family, have had differences and hurts with each other.  We have always worked through them with God’s grace and will continue to do so. This decision is based on my Lord’s leading to me.  Many of you know me well.  You know my competitive spirit, that says never give up.  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  If I had heard such a command from my Lord I would continue no matter how difficult the circumstances.  But I have not heard that command. I have heard do not divide my body.   For that reason I believe He is calling another. 

        I hope you will accept this sacrifice of love for my church, Christ’s church, our church. 

       This church has been and continues to be the love of mine and Pam’s life.  There is nothing like a family of believers dwelling in unity.  We have not only given love, but we have been the recipient of so much of your love. 
       I pray that you will embrace your elders and those who will come alongside to serve with them, in unity, to seek God’s will for the leadership of this wonderful body.   As much as this decision hurts, the greater hurt for Pam and I would be if our sacrifice was not met with deeper commitment from our beloved to love one another and to walk in unity.  We are not leaving, only stepping aside, so the more gifted leadership may come.  Grace is our home and we look forward to how the elders will commission us for continued service with you!
With this you have much to pray for.
We need to be praying continually for all the leaders of Grace, the elders, the deacons, Pastor Mike and Anna, Mike and Ame, and all those who lead and coordinate ministry.  Pray for the faith, wisdom, perseverance, and unity of the leadership and the Body.
Please be in continual prayer for Pam and I, as we make this important, difficult, but necessary transition in ministry.
Let us all join in humble submission in serving Christ and each other for His Glory.
Philippians 2:1-11




       
         All for His Glory – 
        Pastor Wesley
