Elder Rita Gray
Elder Rita Gray was born to Bertha and the Late Willie L. Young on September 18, 1952.  At the age of 18, Rita married the love of her life Ronald Eugene Glover.  From this union 2 children were born, Ronald II, and Sylvia Tanisha.   

Elder Gray, grew up in a Christian home, her mother Elder Bertha Young, pastored a church and continues to serve as the spiritual matriarch of her extended family.  In October of 1975, after many years of running from the true purpose for her life, Elder Gray surrendered to God. accepted Jesus Christ as her personal savior.  She felt drawn to the alter after hearing a powerful message preached by her cousin Bishop Ralph Dennis entitled “Satan You Can’t Win.”  
Elder Gray spent many years growing in God and learning at the knee of her mother who was pastor of Holy Trinity Church.   It was under her leadership that Elder Gray learned the fundamentals of holiness, ministry, and service to God.  Because Elder Gray has always been a people person and she is a natural missionary.   Upon becoming a Christian she found great joy is visiting the sick and shut in.  In 1984, Elder Gray answered the call of the Lord to preach his word to the nations.   She preached her trial sermon that year entitled “God’s Defense Against Evil” taken from Psalms 46.    

Elder Gray was a young Evangelist when God saw fit to move her from amongst her kinsman to serve under the leadership of her Father in the Gospel, Bishop Thomas J. Martin, Jr.   Over the years Bishop Martin has been influential in Elder Gray’s spiritual maturity.    He has instilled in her the importance of being positive and growing to a new level in faith. He has taught her to live by his personal motto; “Attempt to Do Great Things for God, and He Will Do Great Things for You.”   Elder Gray is known as a beacon in the community that she lived in.   Everyone in the 2600 block of 11th street knew that if they ever needed a prayer, a meal, a place of refuge or someone to care for their children, they could count on “Miss Roxanne” as she is affectionately known.  Even while dealing with her husband’s sickness and after his untimely death in 1992, Elder Gray was a servant to her community.  She was known for taking children to Sunday School, running street meetings and revivals, and doing funerals for the young and old through out the neighborhood.   In 1990, she extended her borders of ministry and took the first of three missionary journeys abroad to Guyana, South America. 
Now as she has reached mid-life, God has put Elder Gray on a fresh path.   The path still leads to heaven and but the scenery has changed.   In 2004 the Lord called Elder Gray to leave her homeland of Philadelphia to relocate to Estill, South Carolina, where she is attends St. Mary’s Holiness Church under the leadership of Elder Mary McGraw and Elder Thelma Gillison.  She is blessed to be grandmother to two active boys, Quentin Mekhi Glover (age 5) and Gavin Eugene Spivey (age 3) who are her heart strings.  The Lord has brought a new companion in ministry to her life, in the person of her dear husband, Elder Walter L. Gray.  God has knit them together in love and in service to God’s people. 
