St. Mary’s Schedule for Baptisms Fall 2011 - Summer 2012
Includes Dates and Times of Baptism Preparation Classes and Rehearsals

	Baptism Date
	Service Time(s)
	Preparation Class

(meet in Vestry)
	Baptism Rehearsal

(meet in Nave)

	SEPTEMBER  18

	11:15 am
	Weds., Sept. 14
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Sept. 17
	5:00 pm

	OCTOBER 23

	9:00 am
	Weds., Oct. 19
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Oct. 22
	5:00 pm

	NOVEMBER 6
All Saints Sunday
	11:15 am
	Weds., Nov. 2
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Nov. 5
	5:00 pm

	DECEMBER

None in Advent
	
	
	
	
	

	2012
JANUARY   8
Baptism of Our Lord
	9:00 am
	Weds., Jan. 4
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Jan. 7
	5:00 pm

	FEBRUARY 12

	11:15 am
	Weds., Feb. 8
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Feb. 11
	5:00 pm

	No Baptisms in Lent
	
	
	
	
	

	APRIL 8
Easter Vigil Service
	5:30 AM
	Weds., Mar. 28
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., April 7
Holy Saturday
	11:15 a.m.

	APRIL 29

	9:00 am
	Weds., Apr. 25
	 7:30 pm
	Sat., Apr. 28
	5:00 pm

	MAY 27
Pentecost


	11:15 am
	Weds., May 23
	7:30 pm
	Sat., May 26
	5:00 pm

	JUNE 17
(and Father’s Day)
	10:00 am
	Weds., June  13
	 7:30 pm
	Sun., June 17
	9:15 am

	JULY 15

	10:00 am
	Weds., July  11  
	 7:30 pm
	Sun., July 15  
	9:15 am

	AUGUST   12
St. Mary’s Day
	10:00 am
	Weds., Aug.  8 
	 7:30 pm
	Sun., Aug. 12 
	9:15 am


Over for Additional Information  (
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism in the Episcopal Church
Baptism is one of the two Dominical (meaning “Lord”) Sacraments of the Episcopal Church.  We understand that a person is grafted into the Body of Christ by the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In the service we affirm that “by water and the Holy Spirit” God bestows on us “the forgiveness of sin” and raises us “to the new life of grace.”  We state that we “are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.”  

Baptism is thus understood as a community event through which each new member is welcomed into the Body of Christ, and supported by its members, in a solemn pledge that the assembled body professes.  It is an event to be celebrated in the context of corporate worship and the Eucharist.

Baptism Preparation Class

Citizenship in God’s kingdom requires education and active commitment so that each member may “confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with (the community) in his eternal priesthood.”  

If an infant or child is being baptized, he/she requires ongoing support and instruction.  This nurturing process is foundational to the development of the child’s understanding of his/her faith, leading to their confirmation as a young adult, taking responsibility for their own faith journey and covenantal commitment.   While the community of faith supports a family in this task, parents and godparents are the primary sponsors in the preparation and mentoring of the child’s formative years in the faith.

This class is designed to lay a groundwork of guidance for initiating this process.   Parents are given instruction so they understand what they are committing to on behalf of the baptized child.   Godparents are strongly encouraged to attend this session.

Some ask if we require godparents to be Episcopalian.  They need only be baptized Christians, committed to helping their godchild grow in the Christian faith.

Baptism Rehearsal

The Baptism Rehearsal covers the logistics of the service with family members and godparents.   Folks are shown where they sit and when they move to the font and where they will stand.  If there is more than one baptism at the service, traffic flow and seating will be arranged at this time.  

If godparents were unable to attend the preparation class, this will be the time to instruct godparents in their sacred responsibilities.

To Arrange for a Baptism

Call the parish office (703-527-6800) and ask for Pam.  She will try to answer any questions you may have and send you the proper forms.  She will also put you on the calendar for the date you request (see other side for Baptismal dates), as well as type the baptismal certificate(s) and handle the canonical recording of the Baptism.

