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“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!’”





Micah 6:3

Journey with me to the 6th century B.C.  

You are just getting out and about for the day; it’s relatively early in the morning.  As is your custom, you pick up the latest edition of the daily scroll or papyrus (I’m not sure what to call it).  You hastily scan the headlines as you continue on your way.  You stop. There on the page is a headline that so arrests your attention that you must read the article.  The headline is: “God brings lawsuit the People.”  It is going to be a long morning.

You find a bench; sit and begin to read.  Micah, a recognizable writer, begins by noting the concerned parties:  God, witness for the prosecution:  mountains, hill, and the foundation of the earth.  Defendant – you drop the paper – you and everyone living in the region across the Jordan, i.e. the promised land.  Hastily, yet with great reservation, you pick up the paper and continue to read.  Micah writes:  “’the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.’  In a brief statement, God asked his people, ‘”O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you?’”  Following these two questions, God demands, ‘” Answer me!’”

You pause.  Your eyes rise from the paper only to return again.  As you read, you notice that God lists some very powerful reminders of what God has done for you.  He reminds you of how you were brought out of the land of Egypt.  God reminds them that though King Balak sought to have them cursed by Balaam all Balaam could do was bless them.  God reminds the people that they crossed the Jordan into the land of Canaan and that land became their home.  God reminds the people of the many times they were redeemed.  And still they rebel.  Still they act as though God had done nothing.  Now, God seeks an accounting.


As you finish reading the article, you realize that an intermediary went before God’s counsel and sought direction once again.  The direction given:  “He has told you, O mortal, what is good:  and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God.”
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The reading from the Hebrew Prophet Micah contains a very familiar verse:  “He has told you, O mortal, what is good: and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you God.”
  These words are challenging, yet many find comfort in them.  These words grace pictures and greetings cards.  I even have them displayed in my room for they are a foundation-stone in my spiritual life.  But did you notice the context in which these words are presented?  Did you notice that poignant and shaking initial barrage of questions and demands from God:  “O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!”
  

Sit with that for just a moment:  “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!” If you place God’s observation with the final verse in the passage, an entirely different image begins to appear.  For the fact of the matter is that God has not wearied us; we have wearied God.  Now, I do not like to think that I have wearied God, but I have.  Quite likely you have wearied God at some time too.  The fact is, we have all wearied God:  communally, individually, intentionally, and unintentionally.  We weary God by blatantly abusing creation.  We weary God by seeing the Image of God only in those that reflect our image of God our or beliefs our or values or prejudices.  We weary God as we weary our neighbors and ourselves.  If and when we acknowledge this, then we are close to beginning the journey to change our ways.  This path is highlighted in verse 8:  “God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.  Let’s spend a moment with each of these.

“Do justice:”

 
Hopefully we all have an understanding of justice:  “to do that which is morally right.”
  While this is a concise definition, one has is left with the task of defining morally right and decide what is morally right.  What I may see as morally right may be different from what another person sees as morally right.   

The meaning of the Hebrew word we translate as justice centers on relationship.  In general, we are to embrace a justice that “Involves the faithful honoring of God-established relationships.” 
Let me repeat that:  to do justice “involves the faithful honoring of God-established relationships.”
  And what are these God-established relationships?  For starters, think back to Genesis.  After God had created humankind God placed all creation: the birds, the fish, the animals, the plants – all were placed under the stewardship of us:  God-established relationships.  There are more.  Remember the two great commandments (the summary of the law and the instructions of the prophets: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  God, creation, each other: God-established relationships.  When we approach justice in terms of our rightfully engaging in God’s established relationships then we see more clearly our responsibility to do justice.  
“Love Kindess”


The Hebrew word, חֶ֔סֶד, is the word from which we render kindness.  Like so many Hebrew words חֶ֔סֶד is too elusive and broad for one English word to suffice.  When you hear kindness, think more deeply.  In today’s society, we are so hungry for acts of kindness that someone smiling at us in the grocery-store line can get a “that was kind” remark.  But חֶ֔סֶד is something deeper.  When you encounter חֶ֔סֶד think: good deed, loving-kindness, merciful kindness, mercy, pity.  Move beyond the superficial.  The charge to love mercy means for us to seek to connect in the most intimate way possible with extending mercy and loving-kindness to those around us:  to love beyond ourselves in such as way as to be spiritually affected.  To strive to interact with people as God would interact with them:  now that’s a little deeper that a faint smile at the grocery store.
“Walk humbly”


Here again, we cannot take our first impressions of what is meant by “walk humbly” and move forward.  To walk, in this context, means to “live in communion with.”  A better way to encounter this statement is “to live in communion with our God.”  To walk humbly is not to simply walk along with God, but to live with God, to seek to be one with God, taking our very nourishment from God.

There we are, three ways in which we can live that will meet God’s requirements.  Now I could say “Amen” right here, and we could continue in our liturgy.  However, there is a slight problem.  Left to ourselves and these three commands, we will fail.  We will fail again and again for we are not powerful enough to live as God requires simply on account of our being humans.   We cannot, by our own will, achieve full righteousness before God.  Yet there a way – there is Christ Jesus.

Think back to the admonition to “live in communion with our God.”  What does that look like?  As Christians, we acknowledge that Jesus Christ is God Incarnate:  God sent his only Son to live among us as we live, to walk with us as we walk, to share with us as the Father shares with him, to be the bridge between humanity and God between God and humanity.  While Christ lived as one of us, yet he was able to fulfill the “requirements” of God.  Though he was human, his faithfulness was God.  And through the faithfulness of Christ – a faithfulness that led to the agony of the Cross and the glory of the empty tomb – our broken and wayward lives are made right with God.

Left alone, we all fall short of God’s requirements.  And through the Cross of Jesus Christ, we are wrapped in such a blanket of God’s grace that no matter how many times we fail, no matter how many times we turn aside, no matter how many times we weary God, God remains faithful to us – patiently walking with us as we seek to grow in our relationship with the Triune God.


God does not weary us; we weary God, and God sees this; however, God sees this through the crucified Christ.  While we are under judgment, we are also under Christ.  So when God asks what God has done to weary us, we need to stop and examine ourselves.  God has done nothing to weary us; it is we who have wearied God.    Furthermore, we need to realize that we are the inheritors of the kingdom of God through Jesus Christ.  As inheritors there are expectations:  exercise justice in all your actions, love mercy, and live in Communion with God.  
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