
 
 
  

The Messenger Newsletter is a monthly publication for members and friends of the 

Greater St. John Missionary Baptist Church 

FEBRUARY 2012 

 Inside This Issue 
Celebrating \Our History  1 

 Up Comings Events   1 

 February Birthdays   2 

 Important Cities in Black History  2 

 Recall Notice    3    

 From the Pastor   4 

 Delisha Verse    5 

 GSJ Contact Information  6 

 Congratulations   7 

 Youth News    8 

 Womenôs Retreat   9 

 Photos of GSJ Choirs   10 

 Monthly Calendar   12 

 é.and much more 

Rev. Andreô A. McGhee, Pastor/Teacher 

      

BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

Celebrating Our History  
 

 The Mass Choir has a very busy February, and we 

want you to share in the excitement. On Sunday 

February 12, we pause to pay tribute to our great and 

rich musical heritage. Our 6th annual Hymns & 

Spiritual Concert will take place at 4pm that afternoon. 

Paying homage to such artists like Mahalia Jackson, Dr. 

Thomas A. Dorsey the choir will revisit some of their 

most memorable works and sing a few hidden treasures. 

These selections were staples in GSJ featuring the now 

departed Mrs. Queen Ester Sims and Mrs. Bertha 

Norman. One selection on the 2012 song list was more 

recently done by Sis. Helen Barham (now residing in 

Tennessee). 
 

(continued on page 7) 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Holy Communion        10:00am  2/05 

Installation of Officers      10:00am   2/05 

Workerôs Council           6:00pm 2/07 

Valentineôs Day Breakfast           9:00am 2/11 

Hymns & Spiritual Concert          4:00pm  2/12 

Member Orientation Ministry 20th Anniversary    2/12 

Jr. Nurses 13th Anniversary (No Program)       2/12 

Taste of Soul Dinner          1:30pm  2/26 
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Important Cities in Black History  

Atlanta to Washington, DC: landmarks in African-

American history 

 

In 1910, fifty years after the Civil War, 89% of all blacks still 

lived in the South, and 80% of these in rural areas.  But in the 

years that followed, one of the largest mass movements in 

American history got underway. Beginning in 1913, a series of 

calamities devastated the cotton crop. First, world cotton prices 

plummeted, then boll weevils infested huge areas, and finally in 

1915, severe floods inundated the Mississippi Valley. 

Farmers Lost Everything 

Already suffering under racially discriminatory Jim Crow laws, 

many black sharecroppers and tenant farmers fell deeply into debt 

or lost everything. At the same time, World War I had slowed 

foreign immigration to the cities of the North while increasing 

demand for industrial goods. The result was a severe labor 

shortage in many northern and western cities. 

Mass Migration North  

In what became known as the Great Migration, blacks poured off 

the farms in search of urban jobs. Between 1915 and 1920 as 

many as one million African Americans moved to northern cities. 

Nearly another million joined them in the decade that followed. 

In addition, tens of thousands of blacks went west, especially to 

California, while several hundred thousand moved to southern 

cities. 

Although the Great Migration slowed during the Depression, 

nearly one-fourth of all blacks lived in the North or West by 

1940. The trend continued during and after World War II. By 

1960, 40% of all blacks lived outside the South, while 75% of all 

blacks lived in cities. By transforming their rural southern 

backgrounds to fit their new urban homes, African Americans 

created a new black culture. 

 

02/01 Darren Atwood  

02/02 Bettye Green, Rev. Eugene Johnson, 

Rochelle Jones, Deangelo Ogden, Delores 

Powel, Catherine Williams  

02/03 Leslie Bonds 

02/04 Lashay Harris, Estelle Owens, 

Demetrius Reed II 

02/05 Tascha Austin 

02/06 Stephanie McMorris 

02/07 Brenda Scott-Brown  

02/08 La-Tasia Williams  

02/09 Lauren Green 

02/10 LeKealon Harbor, Laura Toney 

02/11 Morgan Carrell, Taseria Flemming, 

Terry Gates Jr., Shirley Gorden, 

Emil Jackson, Sis. Jennifer McGhee 

02/12 Charise Maxwell, Sade Mitchell 

02/14 Rosey Lowe, Samuel Williams, Rose 

Young 

02/15 Marilyn Rose Williams 

02/16 Shirley Guerden, Garnett Keeys, Gladys 

McKinney 

02/17 Farrah Fox, Derrick Wesley Sr.  

02/20 Lewis Boyden II  

02/21 Loveoenn Crawford, Pamela Green 

02/22 Cheryl Barker, Aaron Lowry, Rayterrion 

Wheeler 

02/23 Angela Flack, Terrel Franklin, Pamela 

Jackson, David Mitchell Jr., Lois Sanders 

02/24 Keelan Burns, Alfred Carothers, Jania 

Ficklen, Rodger Reed Jr.  

02/25 Marsha Maher, Sierra Mitchell 

02/26 Alexis Barnum 

02/27 Serenity Allen, Tierra Robinson, Cheryl 

Zimmerman  

02/28 Fannie Booker, Josie Graham, Larry 

Jennings 
    

 

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0812362.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/sci/A0813753.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0826301.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0852742.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0852743.html
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GSJ Web Site 
 

Our Greater St. John Website 

(www.Greaterstjohnmbc.com) is updated 

each month and is a great way to stay a part 

of the life of our church family. If you have 

questions about, or input for the website 

please send your email and information  to 

Info@greaterstjohnmbc.com or 

Rca72351@sbcglobal.net.  

 
 

Cancellation of Services  
 

Living in the South Bend area, bad weather 

is just a fact of life we have to live with, 

even on Sundays. In the event of bad 

weather, cancellation of our worship services 

or other church related events will be sent to 

the following media sources:  WSBT and  

WNDU. 

 

Bible Study 
 

The Bible is not merely one book but a 

complete library  of history, poetry, short 

stories, letters, visions,  and moral 

instruction. The Bible was written over a 

span of more than a thousand years. Many 

readers are put off by this mystifying wealth 

of messages in such a wide variety of 

writing styles. In our current Bible Study 

class we are completing a high level book-

by-book review of the entire Bible. 

 

We encourage you to come join us in our 

Bible Study on Wednesday, a morning 

session at 11:45 a.m. and an evening session 

at 7:30 p.m. both, sessions are held in the 

Education Wing. 

 

Bible study is led by our Pastor/Teacher. 

Rev. Andreô A. McGhee. 

 

Bring your favorite Bible to class, no other 

textbook will be required. 

 

RECALL NOTICE  
  

The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all units 

manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to a serious 

defect in the primary and central component of the heart. 

 

This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units code 

named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same 
defect in all subsequent units. 

  

This defect has been identified as "Subsequential Internal Non-

morality," more commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily 

expressed.  

 

Some of the symptoms include: 

1. Loss of direction  

2. Foul vocal emissions  

3. Amnesia of origin  

4. Lack of peace and joy  

5. Selfish or violent behavior  

6. Depression or confusion  

7. Fearfulness  

8. Idolatry  

9. Rebellion 

  

The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this 

defect, is providing factory-authorized repair and service free of 

charge to correct this defect. 

  

The Repair Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to 

bear the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs. 

There is no additional fee required. 

  

The number to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. 

 

Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN through 

the REPENTANCE procedure. 

 

 Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair Technician, 

Jesus, into the heart component.  

   

 

 
(continue on page 6) 
 

 

mailto:Info@greaterstjohnmbc.com
mailto:Rca72351@sbcglobal.net
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Greater St. John Missionary 

Baptist Church 

Our Mission 

The church committed to 

explaining the Bible for the 

equipping of the believer, the 

evangelizing of the blind, and 

the edifying of the body as we 

endeavor to bond in the unity 

of the SpiritΦ 

 

Prayer Requests  
 

If you need us to pray for 

a physical, spiritual, 

financial, marital, or other 

need, contact the church  

office. It will be our duty and 

privilege to lift you up in prayer to 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Best Gifts to Give 
 

To your friend, loyalty; To your 

enemy, forgiveness; To your boss, 

service; To a child, a good example; 

To your parents, gratitude and 

devotion; To your mate, love and 

faithfulness; To all men and women, 

charity; and To God, your life 

 

 

 

 

    
          Help for the Leader 

 

 

 

 
But you should select from all the people able men, God fearing, 

trustworthy and hating bribes. Place them over the people as officials of 

thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens... they can bring you every important 

case but judge every minor case themselves. In this way you will lighten 

your load and they will bear it with you. - Exodus 18:21-23 
 

The following is an excerpt from a book I recently purchased and 

placed into my library. The authorôs transliteration of Exodus 18 was 

very insightful to me. Hope you enjoy! 
 

One day Jethro, Mosesô father-in-law, came up over a sand dune and 

looked down on a long line of people. It was an interesting group, 

and it was apparent that all were not happy wanderers. Fights, 

arguments, discord and disenchantment would be good words to 

describe this group of Israelites. Every once in a while a person 

would just get discouraged and leave the line. 
 

Jethro noted that at the head of the line was his son-in-law, sitting 

under a tent listening to the various people who made their way to 

him. So he went down to see what was going on. ñMo,ò he said, 

ñwhatôs going on here?ò ñWell, honored father-in-law,ò Moses 

responded, ñGod made me these peopleôs leader. They have 

disputes, and I am here to listen to them and settle the problems. I sit 

here day in and day out listening to all these gripes, solving personal 

and marital problems, and trying to explain theological issues.ò 

Jethro was astonished. Had not Moses read Drucker during his years 

in the Pharaohôs palace? In the kind words of a father-in-law, Jethro 

responded; ñYouôre crazy!ò Having expressed his true sentiment, he 

went on to explain, ñIf you keep this up, you are going to experience 

burnout in ministry. What will become of my daughter if you go 

over the deep end? But worse yet, what will become of the people? 

God has made you their leader. If you are not able to lead because of 

fatigue, then they will suffer, and Godôs purpose for them will not be 

achieved.ò Now Jethro was a Midianite priest, which made him a 

leader. Good leaders know you do not pose a problem without 

providing a resolution. So he told Moses, ñSelect some men who are 

prominent in the nation. Look for quality men who are moral in 

character and righteous in virtue. Place them in charge of portions of 

the nation. Donôt overwhelm them. Assign the most capable person 

to groups of one thousand, then give them two lieutenants who can 
lead five hundred each of that group. Keep dividing the group into 

smaller units with leaders of each subgroup of one hundred, fifty, 

(continue on page 6) 

 

 

 

 

http://pastoraamcgheesblog.blogspot.com/2011/07/help-for-leader.html


   Greater St. John Monthly Newsletter ï Page 5                 February  2012 
 
  

 
 

  

 

What is Love  
 

In a recent New Members class 

discussion a participant asked for a 

definition of ñloveò.  Love is a word 

we use freely and loosely, but may not 

take the time to really think about the 

significance of its meaning. During the 

month of February, especially on 

Valentineôs Day, many of us recognize 

and show expressions of love to those 

who are significant in our lives.  Often 

we reserve our love for just a special 

few special family members and 

friends and donôt recognize that it is a 

free commodity that God encourages 

us to share generously.  

 

In I Corinthians 13 we can find the 

answer to not only what love is, but 

also how to express our love.  The 

message and instruction in I 

Corinthians 13 are not meant just for 

one day in February, but for all 365 

days of the year.  How many ways this 

year can you find to express your 

love? 
 

The New Members Class meets every 

Sunday, except 5
th
 Sundays, in Class 

Room D at 9:30 a.m.   Everyone is 

welcome.  In the words of a recent 

new member who shared one of the 

reasons why she attends the class, ñI 

want to learn how we rollò at Greater 

St. John. 

 

Vivian Sallie 
 

 

H 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

More of Thee é 

Less of Me 

Take me and break me and make me, dear God, 

Just what you want me to be --- 

Give me the strength to accept what you send 

And eyes with the vision to see 

All the small arrogant ways that I have 

And the vain little things that I do, 

Make me aware that Iôm often concerned 

More with MYSELF that with YOU, 

Uncover before me my weakness and greed 

And help me to search deep inside 

So I may discover how easy it is 

To be selfishly lost in my pride --- 

And then in Thy goodness and mercy 

Look down on this weak, erring one 

And tell me that I am forgiven 

For all Iôve so willfully done. 

And teach me to humbly start following 

The path that the dear Savior trod 

So Iôll find at the end of lifeôs journey 

ñA HOME IN THE CITY OF GODò 
 

Author Unknown, 

Submitted by Elizabeth Williams 

 
 

Friends & Love 

Valentineôs Breakfast 

 

Everyone is invited to join the Menôs Day Committee on 

Saturday, February 11th at 9am, for the Friends & Love 

Valentineôs Breakfast. This breakfast is for everyone to 

celebrate their love for friends, family or that someone 

special.  

The cost is a very reasonable $8.00 per person or $15.00 per 

couple.  

Reserve your spot.  This will also help us know how much 

food to prepare. Come on out for a good time. 
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Service Times 
 

Sundays: 

Morning Worship 

8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Afternoon Programs 

4:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Communion 

(First Sunday) 
 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 
 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Office & Mailing Address:  
 

Greater St. John Missionary 

Baptist Church 

101 N. Adams Street  

South Bend, IN 46628  

 

Phone: 574-232-6700  

Fax: 574-232-2773 

 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday ï Friday 

9 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

 

Website: 
 

www.Greaterstjohnmbc.com 

 

You can find us 

on Facebook 

 

From the Pastor, continued from page 4) 
 

ten, or whatever. Now each subgroup leader is to be responsible to the leader 

above him. Let these various leaders solve problems at their level. If they 

canôt solve the problem, then they have someone over them whom they can 

take it to. That way you can reserve your decision-making responsibilities 

for the biggiesðresponding only to the issues that the leaders of the 

thousands bring to you or issues to which God directs you. Now if you listen 

to my sage advice, not only will it be easier for you, but you will develop 

some leaders as well.ò  

Robert Welch; Church Administration: Creating Efficiency for Effective 

Ministry, p 2  

 

 

(Recall Notice, continued from page 3) 

 

Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E.  (BEST Instructions Before 

Leaving Earth) for further details on the use of these fixes. 
 

WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction 

voids any manufacturer warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and 

problems too numerous to list, and will result in the human unit being 

permanently impounded. For free emergency service, call on Jesus.     

   

DANGER:  The human being units not responding to this recall action will 

have to be scrapped in the furnace. The SIN defect will not be permitted to 

enter Heaven so as to prevent contamination of that facility. Thank you for 

your attention............................................................................................        
   
- GOD                                   

   

P.S. Please assist where possible by notifying others of this important recall 

notice, and you may contact the Father any time by óKnee 

mail'!                                             

Because HE Lives! 
Submitted by: Gloria Buckhanon 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of the Months 
From left to right Syria Brumfield, Halle Green, India Brumfield and 

Yazaria Smalls are happy and ready to be baptized.   

http://www.greaterstjohnmbc.com/
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 (Celebrating Our History, continued from page 1) 

 

Let's say it's in capable soprano voice now as well. Any person 

wishing to participate is more than welcome. We will have our 

final rehearsals on Thursday February 2nd and February 9th as 

well as Monday February 6th. All practices will begin at 7p and 

last about 1hr. The choir will continue to sing at the regular 

worship services during the month. As February comes to a 

close, the 26th finds us in a tight orchestrated day. The choir is 

inviting the entire congregation to honor our roots, we are as 

diverse as any culture. We are asking all those that can and will 

to wear Afrocentric attire for both the 8am and 11am worship 

services and conclude your day at our 4th "Taste of Soul" 

dinner in the lower level. Delightful, delicious and decadent 

home-made cooking will be available for your consumption. 

The cost of dinner is $10 per adult and $5 per child. Any choir 

member will have a list of the more than 18 menu items. The 

dinner includes beverage and dessert. Did anyone say peach 

cobbler! Yeah we got that as well. Whether singing hymn, 

cooking good soul food, we take pride in our ministry and 

honor God for his continued blessings to our choir and church. 

Pray for us in these endeavors.  

 

Michael Butler, President 

SUBMIT IDEAS  
Do you have a story suggestion or good news that you would 

like to share with Greater St. John?  You can submit your 

story information to secretary@greaterstjohnmbc.com. The 

deadline for Marchôs issue is Wednesday, February 22, 

2012, NOON. 

 

 

Several people received awards 

Monday, January 16 before the march 

began downtown to mark the Martin 

Luther King Jr. holiday. 

 

At age 96, Louise Bailey won the 

Rosa Parks Award from the local 

Martin Luther King Jr. Foundation.  

She has been a caregiver all of her 

life, both working as a nurseôs aide at 

Memorial Hospital and volunteering 

her time through many church and 

humanitarian activities. She organized 

a local nurses guild, too. After she 

retired from Memorial, she worked at 

Perley School until she was 84. 

 

Mayor Pete Buttigieg helped Sister 

Bailey into her chair at Mondayôs 

ceremony at the County-City 

Building. King Foundation organizer 

Gladys Muhammad did a dramatic 

presentation about Rosa Parks. 

 

Youth awards were also given during 

Mondayôs Youth Cultural Program at 

the Century Center. 

Our very own Keemo Richardson, a 

junior at Adams High, overcame some 

difficulties. He gained self confidence 

through being a member of the Drill 

Team at the Greater St. John 

Missionary Baptist Church, where 

heôs turned his focus to volunteer 

service. He was named the employee 

of the month at McDonaldôs in 

Roseland last November. Keemo 

aspires to go to college and set an 

example for his younger siblings. 

 

From South Bend Tribune 

 

 

mailto:secretary@greaterstjohnmbc.com
http://www.southbendtribune.com/topic/arts-culture/culture/martin-luther-king-jr.-PEHST001228.topic
http://www.southbendtribune.com/topic/arts-culture/culture/martin-luther-king-jr.-PEHST001228.topic
http://www.southbendtribune.com/topic/health/medical-specialization/nursing-HEMSP000015.topic
http://www.southbendtribune.com/topic/us/illinois/cook-county/chicago/roseland-PLGEO100100501257700.topic
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Girl Scout Cookie Sales 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Girl Scout Yazaria Smalls is at her table 

Selling Girl Scout cookies at GSJ morning services 

 

 ñEvery cookie has a mission, to help girls 

 do great things!ò 
 

The Girl Scout Troop of GSJ will be selling Girl 

Scout cookies after the 8am and 11am services 

during February and March. The sales help pay for 

troop activities. Also, girls can win prizes based on 

the number of boxes sold. For additional information 

contact the church office.  The Girl Scouts of GSJ 

are supervised by Linda Johnson and several other 

women of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month the Jr. Nurses will celebrate the 13
th
 

year of dedicated service. Please congratulate and 

thank them for their important work. 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Last month we were blessed to hear the sounds of a 

group of young men from Bethel College who base 

their ministry on Proverbs 3:5. They provided the 

music for our 11 am service. PROV3RB5 is 

dedicated to serving Christ through music while 

reflecting the diversity of the Christian community. 
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The Senior and Junior Ushers are 

in the process of recruiting 

members for our ministry.  

Anyone between the ages of 10 ï 

18 is encouraged to join the Junior 

Ushers and those 19 and older are 

encouraged to join the Senior 

Ushers.  We meet on the 2
nd

 and 

3
rd
 Saturday of each month (except 

July) at 4:00 p.m.   Junior Ushers 

work the 3
rd
 and 5

th 

Sundays and the  

Senior Ushers  

work all other  

services.   

Contact Sister Beverly Faulkens, 

Sister Earlean Boatman, Sister 

Gloria Gatlin or Sister Juanita 

Harvell for more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Happy 101 st Birthday  
Sister Fann ie Booker

  

Womenôs Retreat 

Running With a Vision 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
  
We invite you to join us for our 4

th
 annual Womenôs 

Retreat. The Women's Retreat is always a time of 

refreshment and a chance to pull away from the stresses of 

everyday life and connect and reconnect with other women 

of the church. We are very excited about this yearôs event.  

If you have never experienced a weekend retreat, or have 

been away for a while, now is the time! 
 

The Womenôs Retreat is Friday, April 13
th
, 2012 starting at 

9:00 am through Saturday, April 14
th
, 2012 ending at 3pm. 

The cost per person is $130.00. This cost includes double 

occupancy, meals and materials. 
 

Å Location: Swan Lake Resort  

5203 Plymouth Laporte Trail 

Plymouth, Indiana  

Å Payments can be made in installations: 
 4- Payments of 32.50 

 2- Payments of 65.00 

 1- Payment of 130.00 

Å Transportation:  Transportation or directions will 

be available upon request 

Å Attire: Comfortable clothing and dress attire for 

Fridayôs ñEvening of Elegance Dinnerò 
 

All refund requests must be made ten days before the 

retreat date.  A cancellation fee of $25.00 shall apply. 
 

Contact Sareena Williams or Deborah Wilson for 

additional information.       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Swan Lake Resort 
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CHOIRS OF GREATER ST. JOHN 
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Richard & Jean Armstrong 
(574) 243-1785 
(574) 315-6303 

RCA72351@sbcglobal.net 


