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We look forward to having The Rev Stephanie Spellers as our Keynote Speaker.   Stephanie Spellers is the 
author of Radical Welcome: Embracing God, the Other and the Spirit of Transformation. She is also priest and 
founder of The Crossing at St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral in Boston. The Crossing is an emerging church 
worship community that bridges Episcopal traditions with the voices and cultural expressions of young adults, 
people of color (www.thecrossingboston.org). 
 
The Rev. Spellers just completed a three-year term as the Cox Fellow and Minister for Radical 
Welcome at St. Paul’s Cathedral.  A consultant and member of the Episcopal Church’s 
Standing Commission on Domestic Mission and Evangelism, she travels the country speaking 
and teaching in faith communities seeking to embrace transformation, reckon with their fear of 
change and welcome cultural groups mainline churches often hold at the margins. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in religious studies at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC, 
and holds master’s degrees from Harvard Divinity School and the Episcopal Divinity School, 
both in Cambridge, MA.  She has served as a religion reporter for a newspaper in Tennessee 
and as an active leader and trainer in faith-based community organizing. 
 

For more info on Radical Welcome, call 800.223.6602 or head to www.churchpublishing.org/ 
radicalwelcome. The author welcomes contacts at 617.312.5218 or revsteph@gmail.com. 

 
 

Come early or stay longer – there is much to see and do in San Antonio 
 

The Alamo - A quiet, shady landmark, it's smaller than most people imagine. It has become a memorial to the 
last stand of men like William B. Travis, Davy Crockett, and Jim Bowie in their fight against a much larger 
Mexican army.  Riverwalk - Also known as Paseo del Rio, this picturesque stretch of San Antonio's downtown 
is technically a city park but is better recognized as a dining and entertainment haven. Built a full story below 
street level, it offers three miles of stone pathways that line both banks of the San Antonio River. Some areas 
are peaceful and quiet while others are noisy and fun with clusters of restaurants, bars, hotels, and even 
strolling mariachi bands. The area is also pleasant when viewed from river taxis and charter boats, some of 
which serve dinner.  San Antonio Missions National Historical Park   All of San Antonio's historic missions, 
with the exception of the Alamo, are included in this park, which was established along the San Antonio River 
in the 18th century. The missions stand as a reminder of Spain's most successful attempt to extend its New 
World dominion northward from Mexico.  All missions are active parish churches and possess individual 
beauty. A visitor center at Mission San Jose gives the history of the missions: San Jose, for example, has had 
its outer wall, Native American dwellings, granary, water mill, and workshops restored. Concepcion is known 
for its frescoes, and San Juan has a serene chapel. Espada, the southernmost, boasts an Arab-inspired 
aqueduct that was part of the famous acequia water management system. McNay Art Museum - Built by 
educator Marion Koogler McNay in the 1920s, the Spanish Colonial Revival-style home opened as the first 
museum of modern art in 1954. Mrs. McNay believed that the experience of great art should be available to 
everyone. Today more than 100,000 visitors a year become captivated by magnificent works of art by 20th-
century luminaries including Paul Gauguin, Vincent Van Gogh, Edward Hopper, Georgia O'Keeffe, Pablo 
Picasso, Jackson Pollock and Pierre-Auguste Renoir. For Theme Park enthusiasts:   Sea World and Six Flags 
Fiesta Texas  
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What is the  
National Episcopal Cursillo Conference? 

Why should I Come and See? 
 

The Cursillo community once a year has a gathering of all fellow Cursillistas. It 
is called a Conference.   Cursillistas come from all over the United States as well as from 
England, New Zealand, Mexico, Belize, Canada, the Bahamas, Jamaica and Australia.  We 

gather for fellowship, workshops, worship and to handle the business of Cursillo. 

      

One of the things that is most beneficial is the networking that goes on during lunch, 

regional meetings and at breaks. It is an excellent time to share. You can usually see small 
groups of people discussing the many different yet same roles that are on a weekend. For 

you see, although Cursillo consist of 15 talks, 5 meditations and daily Eucharist, we all have 
different names for the people who work a Cursillo team.  This gives us a chance to catch up on 

how movements are getting along and to catch up with old friends.  We are affirmed in 

what we are each doing well, and motivated by ideas we pick up to improve areas of our 
movement that need attention. 
 

Business Sessions hold us accountable to the work God has called us to do in His 

name.  We tend to the business necessary to keep the Cursillo Movement productive.  A 
change we have made is to include examples, presented by dioceses around the country, of 
how Cursillo is growing and making a difference in furthering the Kingdom of God. 
 

Workshops enlighten our minds and enhance our ministries.  Worship gives praise to 

God and empowers us to go forth in the Name of Christ.  Music speaks to our hearts and 
rejuvenates our souls.  In Eucharist we come together in Christ and in communion with 

one another.  The Annual NEC Conference provides an opportunity for enrichment, recharging 
our spiritual batteries, and growing more deeply into who we are as a part of the body of Christ. 
 
This year will be another great event. It will be held in San Antonio, Texas at the Hilton San 
Antonio Airport.  The dates are October 22 though 25. Whether you are coming for the first time 
or returning because of what you have received in the past, we look forward to seeing you.  
And, don’t forget to bring a friend or two.  The more people who attend, the greater the sharing 
of experiences, knowledge and joy, and the more we have to take home to enrich our own 
communities. 

 

Take advantage of what we learn from one another through the gifts each of us 
brings when we gather.  Then go home re-energized, refreshed, renewed to do the 
work of growing Christ-centered leaders and changing our environments for Christ. 

 

Come and See! 
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Elections for 
NECC District Representatives  

will be held at the second District Meeting, Saturday, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 

Those to be elected include: 
 

Northcentral District: One Clergy 
Northeast District:    One Clergy 
Southcentral District: One Layman 
Southeast District:  One Layman 
Western District:    One Laywoman 

 
To be nominated please submit: a Letter of Recommendation from your Secretariat, a Letter of 
Recommendation from your Diocesan Bishop, and a Resume of your Cursillo and Church 
involvement to the NEC Office by September 10. 

 

����  Help us Help You!  ����   
 
We want to maintain communication with your 
dioceses.  To do that, we need good contact 
information. 
 

Please bring with you a Current Roster of 
your Secretariat leadership.  Please 
include, name, address, phone numbers, email 
addresses and positions for each.  Also include 
your website address. 
 

We especially need:  Bishop, Lay Director, 
Spiritual Director(s), Newsletter Editor, 
Palanca Coordinator, Treasurer, Servant 
Community Chair and Web Master. 

Welcome to the NEC Annual Conference 
 

Plan your travel to arrive at the Conference by Thursday, October 22, 
early enough to settle in, register for the Conference at your 
convenience (3:00 pm to 6:00 pm), check in at the Credentials Table 
if you are a voting delegate (3:00 pm – 6:00 pm), and then attend the 
Welcome Social (6:00 pm – 7:00 pm).  This social gathering is an 
opportunity to meet your current District Representatives, those running 
for election, as well as a chance to catch up with old friends.  
Registration and the Credentials Table will re-open 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm, 
and again Friday morning 7:30 am – 9:00 am. 
 
Or, come early and add on an Episcopal Cursillo Leaders 
Workshop (ECLW).  (See details on page 6) 
 

Come  

   and 

     See…. 

NEC Bookstore 
 

Plan to update your Libraries in the NEC 
Bookstore while at the Conference and save 
yourself the cost of shipping.  If you need 
larger orders for your community, let me know 
by October 1 and we will have them 
prepackaged and ready for pick-up. 
 
New or revised in 2009: 

Ultreya Booklet 
Day of Deeper Understanding 
Role of the Clergy 
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NEC Conference 2009 PROPOSED Schedule 
 

Thursday Oct 22  
 7:30 am - 8:30 am Registration for ECLW and Conference 
 8:30 am - Noon ECLW 
 Noon – 1:00 pm Box Lunches for ECLW 
 1:00 pm – 5:30 pm ECLW 
 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm Registration & Credentials Table 
 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm District Servant Community Coordinators Meeting 
 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Welcome Social 
 7:00 pm Dinner on your own 
 8:30 pm - 9:30 pm Registration & Credentials Table 
 
Friday October 23  
  Breakfast on your own 
 7:30 am – 9:00 am Registration & Credentials Table 
 8:30 am – 9:00 am Informational session on NEC Conference 
 9:15 am – 10:15 am Opening Eucharist 
 10:30 am – Noon District Meetings 
 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm  Lunch 
 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm General Council Meeting 
 3:15 pm – 4:45 pm Workshops 
  1.  Why Spiritual Direction?  
  2.  Holding Cursillo Weekends in a Parish Church 
  3.  Alleluia – Sing Praises to the Lord 
  4.  Open Discussion – Details to be announced 
 3:15 pm – 5:00 pm ECLW 
 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm ECLW Coordinators Meeting 
 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Free Time 
 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm Dinner 
 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm Keynoter 
 9:00 pm – 9:30 pm  Compline 
Beverage Breaks mid morning and mid afternoon 

 
Saturday October 24       
Breakfast on your own 
 9:00 am – 10:00 am Eucharist 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Workshops 
  1.  Why Spiritual Direction?  
  2.  Holding Cursillo Weekends in a Parish Church 
  3.  Alleluia – Sing Praises to the Lord 
  4.  Open Discussion – Details to be announced 
  5.  Radical Welcome – Dialogue with The Rev Stephanie Spellers 
 11:30 am – 12:30 pm District Meetings 
 12:45 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch 
 2:30 pm – 3:45 pm Workshops 
  1.  Why Spiritual Direction?  
  2.  Holding Cursillo Weekends in a Parish Church 
  3.  Alleluia – Sing Praises to the Lord 
  4.  Open Discussion – Details to be announced 
  5.  Radical Welcome – Dialogue with The Rev Stephanie Spellers 
 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm General Council Meeting 
 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Fellowship Time 
 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm Dinner and Entertainment 
 9:00 pm – 9:30 pm Compline 
 Beverage Breaks mid morning and mid afternoon 

 

Sunday October 25  
Breakfast on your own 
 9:15 am – 10:30 am  Closing Eucharist 
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An opportunity to save money by attending  
two events at the same time. 

Come to NEC CONFERENCE 2008 a day early and attend an 
ECLW  

(Episcopal Cursillo Leaders Workshop) 
 

The ECLW begins on Thursday morning and continues on Friday. 
 
On your registration form, check off ECLW and you can still select 2 additional workshops. 

 
Schedule 

 
Thursday, October 22    Friday, October 23 
8:30 am – noon 3:15 pm – 5:00 pm 
Box Lunch included  
1:00 pm – 5:30 pm 

    

 
The ECLW will be led by Nina-Jo Moore, National ECLW Coordinator. 
 
Nina-Jo Moore attended Cursillo in 1977 in the Diocese of Central Florida, and 
attended ECLW in 1980 in Kansas City when the Roman Catholic movement 
put on the first “CLW” for the Episcopal movement.  She has served on 
numerous ECLW teams in the last 27 years, and presently serves as the 
National ECLW Coordinator for the National Episcopal Cursillo Movement.  She 
has been active in her local movement, Diocese of Western North Carolina, for 
the last 20 years as well as within her local parish and other diocesan activities. 
Nina-Jo is a Professor of Communication and Associate Dean of the College of 
Fine & Applied Arts at Appalachian State University in Boone, NC, where she 
has been for the last 20 years.  

 

Why attend an ECLW? 
 

• To clarify the purpose and method of the Cursillo Movement. 
 
• To provide a background on the intent of the founders of the Cursillo Movement. 
 
• To give people involved in the Movement a clearer understanding of their roles. 
 
• To learn about the tools available to make the Cursillo movement an effective instrument in 

the work of the church. 
 
• To help the various Diocesan Cursillo Movements find ways to make their respective 

Movements more effective. 
 
• To help people deepen their commitment to Christ. 
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NEC CONFERENCE 2009 WORKSHOPS 
 
 
 1. Why Spiritual Direction?   

This workshop is intended to explore: Reasons for Cursillo’s focus on the practice of Spiritual 
Direction; What to look for when seeking a Director; What Spiritual Direction is not intended to be; 
Resources for finding a Spiritual Director.   

Presenter:  The Rev Mike Flanagan is the Rector of Holy Cross Episcopal Church in 
Simpsonville, SC.  A native of Charlotte, North Carolina and raised in York, South Carolina, 
he was trained as an Industrial Engineer at North Carolina State University, and worked in 
that field for ten years.  Mike left the engineering field to attend seminary in Wisconsin and 
was ordained in 1991.  Mike served as assistant rector at St. Michael and All Angels in 
Columbia, SC, and came to Simpsonville as Rector of Holy Cross in January of 1995.  In 
addition to serving the church as a priest, Mike also does spiritual direction, composes, plays 
guitar and sings.  Mike served on the Cursillo Council in the Diocese of Upper South Carolina 
2007 -2010, 1994-1997, and on the National Episcopal Cursillo Committee 2001-2004 

 

 2. Cursillo Weekend  .   .   .   in a Church ? ? ? 
In recent years the costs of using conference facilities and similar locations has increased the 
expense of Cursillo weekends.  An alternative to this is to hold Cursillo weekends in church facilities 
within the diocese.  This can decrease the cost, and it does bring Cursillo closer to the local 
communities throughout the diocese.  In this session we will examine the details, logistics and 
advantages involved in holding your weekends in churches. 

Matthew Finnigan has been a Cursillista for nearly 30 years, and has recently completed a 
three year term, two as president, of the Secretariat in the Diocese of Olympia.  He also 
serves as the Western Region Coordinator for ECLW.  A lifelong Episcopalian, he has served 
in many roles in his home parish of St. Margaret’s, Bellevue. 

 

 3. Alleluia – Sing Praises to the Lord  
The workshop will be a preview of the newly released Alleluia III songbook, from the Diocese of 
Alabama.  The workshop will entail singing some of the newer songs and talking about how they 
can be used in worship services as well as when/how/where to use them during Cursillo weekends.  

Sharon Benefield is from Cathedral Church of the Advent in Birmingham, AL.  Music Director 
for the 5:00 Service and the 5:00 Band and is the Children's Choir Director. She serves as 
music liaison on the Secretariat for the Alabama Cursillo and is Chair of the Alleluia III 
songbook project.  Sharon served on music staff for 5 Cursillo weekends.  She holds 
workshops for musicians all across the Alabama diocese to teach songs from the Alleluia III 
songbook. 

 

 4. Open Discussion  
Facilitated by members of the NECC, this will offer an opportunity for a no-agenda dialogue 
regarding between you and the leaders of the NECC. 

 
 5.  Radical Welcome – Dialogue with The Rev Stephanie Spellers 

Following up on her Keynote Address, along with information from her book, 
Radical Welcome: Embracing God, The Other and the Spirit of 
Transformation, there will be an opportunity to look deeper into what happens 
when mainline churches move beyond diversity and inclusion, swing the doors 
open and fully embrace the transforming gifts, voices and power of marginalized 
cultures and groups?  Radical welcome!   
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October 22-25, 2009                                 

Hosted by the Diocese of West Texas 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conference Registrations are sent to the NEC Office. 

(See address above and form on page 9) 
 

Hotel Reservations are made directly through the Hotel. 
(See information on page 11) 

Information on Transportation to the Hotel 
(See information on page 11) 

 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

 

Earlybird Registration, by August 15 - $199.00 
Registration after August 15 - $230.00 

 

 

Send Registration and payment to: 
NEC CONFERENCE 2008 
c/o NEC Office 
315 Kingston St 
Conway SC 29526-5124 
(Pay by Check or Credit Card) 

 
Or FAX to:   843-488-2693 (Pay by Credit Card) 

 

 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

 
Dietary:  If you have special dietary needs for medical reasons, arrangements can be made 
for special meals.  Although alternative selections are available, personal choice diets cannot be 
specifically accommodated.  Special attention has been given for providing balanced meals 
throughout the Conference.  Be sure to provide that information in the appropriate space on your 
registration form.  If you do not make prior arrangements we will be unable to accommodate your 
needs. 
 
Roommate:  If you need help finding a roommate, please include that information on the 
registration form in the appropriate space or contact the NEC Office.  We will do our best to 
provide contact information for you.  The earlier you register for the Conference, the better chance 
we have in matching you with a roommate. 
 
Wheelchair Accessible Rooms are available.  Please notify the hotel when making room 
reservations. 

Cancellation Policy: 
 

Prior to August 1 full registration  
minus the administrative fee of $25.00 

 

After September 15th 75% of registration 
minus the administrative fee of $25.00 

 

After October 1st no refunds 
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NEC CONFERENCE 2009 Conference Registration 
October 22-25, 2009 – San Antonio, Texas 

 
PLEASE PRINT and complete both pages 
 
Name _________________________________________________    ___M ___F   
               (as you would like it to appear on your name tag) 
 
Address ______________________________________ Diocese ______________________________                                   
                                            
City_____________________  State ________  Zip _______________                  
 
Phone ______________________    Email _________________________________                                
 
 
Please check all applicable: 

� Designated Voting Delegate (one per diocese, designated by Secretariat)      

� This is my First Conference        � Presenter     � Clergy       � Laity              

� Member of the NECC (National Episcopal Cursillo Committee)      

� Former NEC Committee Member   (served previously on the NECC)    

 

Special Needs: 

� I have Special Medical related Dietary Concerns (specify)____________________________________                                       

� Roommate assistance requested (Contacts for roommates will be provided upon request)  
 
 

Meal Options:  For Meal Only packages, contact the NEC Office, necoffice@episcopalcursillo.org or 877-Ultreya 

Please indicate your main course preferences (no selection will default to the first item listed: 

Friday Lunch  

 �  New York Deli Plate  

 �  Veggie Stack 

Friday Dinner  

 �  Chicken Roulade   

 �  Spinach Fromage Tortellini 

Saturday Lunch  

 �  Brisket Salad  

 �  Vegetable Lasagna 

Saturday Dinner  

 �  Chipolte Chicken with Rice and Vegetable    

 �  Stuffed Zucchini Boat with Julienne Vegetables 

  

Transportation information: 

� Driving  � Map needed     Arrival: Date ____________    Departure:  Date ____________ 

� I am Flying:     

 Arrival:   Date __________ Time _________ Airline & Flight Number ______________________ 

 Departure:  Date ____________ Time ___________ Airline & Flight Number ______________________ 

� I am renting a car        
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Please make your Workshop selections:   

� ECLW beginning on Thursday 

Workshops will be offered 3 times please indicate your three preferences– (ECLW Attendees indicate 2) 
Workshops will be assigned in order of arrival of registrations. 
 

1. Why Spiritual Direction?  
2.   Holding Cursillo Weekends in a Parish Church 
3.   Alleluia – Sing Praises to the Lord 
4.   Open Discussion – Details to be announced 
5. Radical Welcome – Dialogue with The Rev Stephanie Spellers 
 

 First  Choice #_____      Second  Choice #_____     Third  Choice #_____      Alternate #_____ 
 

NEC CONFERENCE Logo Items: (indicate quantity for each size) 

T Shirt: ___ S   ___ M   ___ L   ___ XL   ___ XXL       ___ XXXL $12.00 each $__________ 

Sweatshirt:  ___ S   ___ M   ___ L   ___ XL   ___ XXL       ___ XXXL $18.00 each $__________ 

Tote Bags:            $12.00 each $__________ 

PAYMENT SUMMARY:  
 Conference Registration – Earlybird Rate prior to August 15th $199.00 $__________ 

 Conference Registration – after August 15th  $230.00 $__________ 

 ECLW Registration  $  75.00 $__________ 

 NEC CONFERENCE Logo Item Subtotal  $__________ 

  Total Registration and Logo Items $__________ 

  Subtract $25.00 Pre-Registration Deposit Paid $__________ 

  Balance enclosed $__________ 

Contribution to Friends of Cursillo 

���� I am unable to attend, however, I am enclosing a contribution in the amount of            $__________ 

���� I am able to attend, and I am enclosing a contribution in the amount of   $__________ 

 
How to Register for the Conference: 

1. Use this form or download the registration form from www.episcopalcursillo.org. 
2. If paying by check, mail registration to:   

NEC CONFERENCE 2009 
315 Kingston St 

Conway, SC 29526-5126 
 

3. If paying by Credit Card, complete the information in the next box and:  
Mail to the above address 

Email to necoffice@episcopalcursillo.org 
or Fax to 843-488-2693  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Credit Card information must be exact name, address, phone number, associated with the card. 
 

Name____________________________________          Phone _________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________    

� Visa     � MC     � Discover      Card #__________________________________     Exp. Date________ 
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HOTEL Registration 
 

Prior to September 20th   

Single, Double, Triple or Quad $109.00 
Conference rate is per night + tax  

 

After September 20th  

contact Hotel for Room rate (subject to room availability) 
 

Hotel Reservations are made separate from Conference Registration. 
 

Make your Hotel Reservations directly by calling: 
Hilton San Antonio Airport 

611 N W Loop 410 
San Antonio TX 78216 

210-340-6060 
 

Indicate you are attending the National Episcopal Cursillo Conference 
 

Please note, the hotel will charge a $50.00 early departure fee should your dates change. 
 
 
 
 

Transportation/Parking 
 

Airport Shuttle 
 

The free hotel shuttle operates 24 hours a day for your convenience.  After picking up baggage go to 
the hotel phone bay and call for the hotel shuttle.    
 
 

Parking at the Hotel 
 

Conference Rates 
Self Parking - $5.00 per day 
Valet Parking - $7.50 per day 
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All are welcome . . . 

Come and See 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
315 Kingston St 
Conway SC 29526-5124 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Conway, SC 
Permit #25 


