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    Week Three



   


  

Rejoice in Your Suffering-III      


The privilege of being able to share in the suffering of Christ should cause every believer to rejoice. Everyone that desires to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted in this world. If the world persecuted Jesus who had no sin, we as believers can expect to suffer and be persecuted for righteousness sake. There is no disgrace if anyone suffers as a Christian. The Bible tells us to count it all joy and rejoice that we are counted worthy.
Points for Discussion: Mature Christians
1. The Old Testament prophets are an example of suffering and patience. It is interesting to note that suffering precedes patience. Patience in the New Testament means fortitude or steadfastness. Read and explain Romans 5:3.                                                   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Read and discuss Hebrews 11:32-39 and how some of the prophets suffered but held on to their faith through much persecution. This is the difference between maturity and immaturity.                                                                      _________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________
3. Immature Christians are like babes that cry and whine about every thing. Paul addressed the church regarding this issue. Read and discuss 1 Corinthians 3:1-4. 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
4. Some Christians that refuse to grow up or mature act like babes that have not been weaned from their mother. How does a child that is weaned behave versus a child that is not weaned? Read and discuss Psalm 131:2.                                              
_________________________________________________________________
5. Believers that are suffering and oppressed should be encouraged to be patient. God has not forgotten about you during your time of affliction. Read and discuss James 5:7-12. __________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


 
