


The Holy Spirit in the Life of Christ

Christ was born as predicted in the Old Testament with the fullness of the Holy Spirit. He was filled with the Spirit from the moment of conception with all fullness, and without measure (John 3:34). John the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ and he was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb (Luke 1:15) and so if he was filled from the womb, how much more would Christ be filled at conception.

When studying the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah it is obvious that the prophets stated that the Spirit would be in him. Isaiah spoke of the relation between the Holy Spirit and the Messiah in this way: “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). Another example is “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him” (Isaiah 42:1). These verses indicate that the filling of the Holy Spirit was part of the Messiah from birth. The Second and Third persons of the Trinity are inseparable.

Jesus participated fully in all that it means to live a human life without sin. Christ was full of the Holy Spirit without measure which means that He had nothing lacking and possessed the full anointing of the Spirit and power from on high. Christ being different in His nature from ordinary men possessed all spiritual gifts. The human nature of Christ was perfect with no sin in His flesh which allowed the gifts to operate freely by the Spirit. All the spiritual gifts that Christ possessed were present at conception.

The divine nature of Christ remain immutable (unchangeable), but the human nature is subject to change. The fullness of the Holy Spirit was manifested in Christ as it had never been before. The prophets in the Old Testament had the Spirit which was given in measure and moved on them to speak God’s word, but Christ did not have the Spirit in measure because he was not limited in the use of spiritual gifts. Christ possessed all the gifts from conception because he was whole and holy from birth.

The Scripture teaches that “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8) which basically means that He is unchanged. His divine nature remains unchanged because it is immutable, but His human nature is subject to change.


Christ was a normal child in terms of physical growth in the flesh like others and grew from a child to a man. The growth of the human body means that Christ increased in size or quantity and he developed naturally. However, because there was no sin in His flesh, he made have developed more rapidly than others who had imperfect flesh. “And the child grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40). There is no doubt that a body without sin will look different than a body with sin and so Christ’ body more than likely was different than those of his age.

The Scriptures also state that Christ was “filled with wisdom” which means his mental ability grew as well as his physical body. Christ retained His divine nature, but limited Himself to human attributes and powers during the days of His flesh, so that He could be a true example of a sinless human being overcoming sin. A theological term known as kenosis explains how Christ could be filled with wisdom when he was God in the flesh. The wisdom that Christ possessed and was full of was from above and not earthly. At twelve years old He was able to astound the older men with His wisdom. 

The term kenosis means “to empty” and Christ certainly laid aside or emptied Himself (Philippians 2:7) of certain attributes when He took on the form of a servant and came in the likeness of men. Christ was still God’s Son, but He was also God’s servant 

  The Gospels record the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist and all Gospel writers seem to agree that this was the beginning of His Messianic ministry on the earth. “And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22). This is a beautiful example of the three separate and distinct persons of the Trinity during the baptism. The Father spoke from heaven, the Son was praying and being baptized and the Holy Spirit descend from the Father out of heaven in the form of a dove. All three Persons of the Trinity are identified in this verse, but there is One God.

Christ was filled with the Holy Spirit from the moment of conception and His baptism was not the beginning of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to Him. The Holy Spirit in the form of a dove that abode on Christ at His baptism emphasizes a new phase of His ministry that would be visible and outward. 


It is without a doubt that Christ while He was on earth worked as a prophet fulfilling the Scriptures. One day in the synagogue in Nazareth He read from the book of Isaiah and told them that this Scripture was now fulfilled in their ears (Luke 4:14-21). Christ chose to limit Himself while on earth and thereby relied on the Holy Spirit to manifest His prophetic office. His message to His disciples was not to worry because the Holy Spirit will teach you in the same hour what to say when they bring you in the synagogues and before the magistrates (Luke 12:11-12).

Christ chose to perform miracles in the power of the Holy Spirit because He lived in self-imposed limitations of the flesh among men. Christ could also perform miracles in His own power if he chose to. Isaiah declared that the Spirit of the Lord would anoint Christ to preach good tidings unto the meek, bind up the broken hearted and to proclaim liberty to the captives (Isaiah 61:1-2). 


