DOMESTIC VIOLENCE- Part III 
I.  Who is a victim of domestic violence? 
A. A victim can be someone you know and love.
1. A victim may be a mother.
2. A victim may be a sister or brother.
3. A victim may be a neighbor or friend.
4. A victim may be a patient or colleague.
5. A victim can be children.
6. A victim can be your relatives.
B. Discuss the injury map for wife abuse in medical data.
1. 66.4% may occur in the bathing suit area.
a. The most common area hit is the face and     

    neck followed by the arms, head and thighs.

b. Also, the breast, abdomen and genitals can 

    suffer injuries from the abuser.
2. 33.6% will be the visible area with no injuries
II. Explain some symptoms of a victim of domestic violence. 
A. There may be some physical and emotional symptoms.
1. The victim may have recurring headaches.
2. The victim may have recurring stomach aches.
3. There may be other general complaints.
B. The victim maybe labeled as clumsy.
1. The victim may have broken bones and ribs.
2. The victim may say she tripped over things.
C. Things that the doctor may see or hear from the victim.
1. The patient may say they can’t remember details about the accident or how it happened.
2. They may be in a hurry to leave your office.
3. They may flinch when you try to touch them.
D. What are some of the victim’s feelings when seeing the doctor?
1. The only time you see me is when I am hurt.
2. I may seem hysterical, difficult or angry.
3. I may mumble my words and not give a straight answer to you.

4. I may use heavy make-up to cover my bruises.

III. Discuss the hopes and aspirations of a victim.
A. Start by asking the victim some simple questions.
1. Did someone do this to you?
2. Did someone hurt or abuse you?
3. Are you taking drugs?
4. Are you victim of incest?
5. How are your children?
6. Did you see your dad hit your mother?
B. Discuss what the victim maybe hoping for.
1. Take the time and help me tell the truth.
2. Don’t look at me with pity and disdain.
3. Let me know that you believe in me.

4. I want you to know that I am in pain.

C. How can the doctor help the victim?
1. Tell the victim that you can help by referring her to the appropriate people.
2. Let the victim know that she is not alone.
3. Give the victim a pamphlet or brochure to read about domestic violence.

4. Ask your nurse to call and check on victim.

