

    Summary of the Books of I and II Peter                     BY: Dr. Phillips
Peter, the author of this letter (1:1) writes to Christians living in Asia Minor. He identifies the place of writing as Babylon (5:13). By way of encouragement, he identifies them as people who live in the light of their relationship to God the Father, God the Holy Spirit and God the Son. Peter blended several different themes in this letter. A key word in this first epistle is suffering. It or its equivalent is used sixteen times. Six times it speaks of Christ’s suffering and ten times that of believers. First, he emphasized that Christians can expect suffering as a natural part of a life dedicated to Christ. Suffering was God’s tool to shape godly character within them. This was a church that was threatened with persecution and he was writing to encourage them and let them know that suffering for Christ is inevitable, but it is not abnormal, for it is the way to perfection. Verse 7 says “that the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that perisheth though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” Fire separates all the foreign and impure materials from gold. It loses nothing of its nature, weight, color or any other property. Gold has been kept in a state of fusion for months without the smallest change. Genuine faith also will be proved by trials. The believer should pay special attention to (1:11) because all Bible prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus Christ is summarized in this sentence: “The sufferings of Christ, and the glory that shall follow.” Peter is telling the believers that Christ’s first coming (suffering) is connected with His second coming (glory). This is a perfect view of the purpose, plan and program of the Almighty God. Peter ends the first epistle by reminding the believers of the ministry of suffering (5:10) and using the phrase “the God of all grace. The believer is to go from grace to grace.

Peter writes the second epistle to confront false doctrines and teachings. The faith that Peter preached was not just a matter of philosophy but it was a matter of eternal life and death. The emphasis of this letter was on holy living, sanctification and refuting false teaching. This letter was meant to warn the believers against the peril of apostasy, as the first letter (I Peter) was a preparation for suffering. The keynote of II Peter is knowledge. The words know and knowledge occurs 16 times in the three chapters, six of which refer to the knowledge of Christ. The believers needed knowledge to confront false teachings.
Peter’s second epistle may be compared to II Timothy. Both books contain a key passage on the subject of inspiration (II Peter 1:20-21; II Timothy 3:16) and both warn about false teachers (II Timothy 3 and II Peter 2). Also, II Peter 2 has a strong resemblance to the Epistle of Jude. There are obvious similarities between II Peter and Jude when you compare chapter 2 with Jude 4-18. The Holy Spirit influenced both men.
Peter reiterated to the believers that discipleship to Christ means putting away all kinds of immorality and to be able to distinguish truth from error that was taught by the false teachers. The false teachers were slanders with no respect for the truth or God and believers should not imitate the arrogance of the false teachers. The believers should persevere and remain faithful to the truths of the faith because the false teachers will be judged (2:4-9). The day of the Lord had been delayed, but it was still imminent and for this reason they should vigilantly watch their belief and practice so that they would not be deceived by falsehood. 
The total thrust of this epistle may be summed up in Peter’s words in 1:10-11.
