


The Holy Spirit in Creation

When discussing the creation, care must be given to not minimizing the work of any of the persons of the Trinity. The human mind can’t decipher all the distinguishing works of the Trinity because the Godhead involves the Father, Son and Spirit. The passage of scripture in John 1:3 should not be viewed to mean only Christ was involved in the creation and that the Father and Holy Spirit were not involved because it would lead to the wrong interpretation of the Bible and the creation  


“And the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2). This is one of the known references to the Spirit having a part in the creation. This passage shows that there was darkness upon the face of the deep and the Spirit moved (Heb.rachaph) which means to brood or signifies a gentle motion like that of a dove over her nest. It was because the Spirit moved that things began to align with God’s original plan. It is impossible for the Spirit to move and for nothing to happen under His direction.


The term Elohim used for the Creator is plural which demonstrates the plurality of the Godhead. The use of this term speaks of three persons and not one person doing the work. Some have tried to explain away this plural term as poetic expressions but all of these suggestions fall short of proving that the Godhead was not involved in the creation.


In defending the Holy Spirit as being part of the creation, one should also consider as evidence that the Scriptures reveal the Holy Spirit as immanent (inherent, operating within). Before there was a beginning, the Holy Spirit was present in the Godhead which means the Spirit was before the creation as was the Father and Son. It is scripturally impossible to remove the Holy Spirit from the creation


The Trinity is infinite and far greater than all finite and material things which means they are beyond all limits and boundaries (transcendent). Most theologians believe that God was present in the realm of that He created, which means that this is also equally applicable to the Son and Holy Spirit which are also part of the Godhead.

Our God is a God of order and not of confusion according to I Corinthians 14:33. This means that the chaos revealed in Genesis 1:2 was not ordered by God, but the Spirit moved on this confusion and disorder. Why would the Father order confusion in verse 2 and then allow the Holy Spirit to reduce the chaos to cosmos? This would be a contradiction in the Godhead. God’s creation reveals His order and Psalm 33:6 states that the breath (Spirit) of His mouth or the Holy Spirit was instrumental in the order in heaven. Heaven is a place of order which leaves no room for chaos and upheaval. 

Man is made in the image and likeness of God according to Genesis 1:26. God said “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” Who is God referring to in this verse when He says us? This is a clear reference to the Trinity which includes the Holy Spirit as the Third Person. Based on this passage, it becomes apparent that the Spirit was involved in human life and the creation in the very beginning.

Creation is designed to bring glory to God according to Psalm 19:1. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is designed to bring glory to the Father and Son. All things are made in creation that God may get the glory. The Holy Spirit may not be in the forefront, but He performs a vital work by glorying the Father and Son without illuminating Himself. The creation is designed to worship the Creator and not for mortal creatures to worship each other. The Holy Spirit is so definitive in His ministry and purpose that the glory always goes to the Father and Son and this is evident in the creation.

The Holy Spirit is continuing to work in the world regarding the creation and the renewal of creation. Revive means to bring back to health or bring back to use and the Spirit is instrumental in the renewal of the natural world that is upon the earth. A reference to the Spirit renewing is found in Psalm 104:29-30. The Holy Spirit is working behind the scenes to sustain and renew the creation. The earth goes through several seasons like winter, fall, summer and spring. During the winter season, it seems as though most of the plants are dead, but when the spring season comes, all things are renewed and show signs of life. This is also true in the spirit realm because the Holy Spirit is working behind the scenes to renew and bring new life.

The Holy Spirit is at work in the natural world as well as the spiritual world and although most of the emphasis has been placed on the spiritual realm, it does not minimize the fact that the Spirit is at work in natural things. The Spirit was involved in creation and generation as well as regeneration and re-creation. Our natural world demonstrates the awesomeness of the Spirit at work which is similar to the Christian fellowshipping with Him in the spiritual realm. The Holy Spirit desires to minister to the saints and through the saints to others. The Scripture declare “The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty giveth me life” (Job 33:4). The creation is one of the wonderful ministries of the Holy Spirit. Before there was a beginning, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were present and the creation is only a part of their masterpiece.
