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What is a USDOT Number? 

Companies that operate commercial vehicles transporting passengers or hauling cargo in 
interstate commerce must be registered with the FMCSA and must have a USDOT Number. 
Also, commercial intrastate hazardous materials carriers who haul quantities requiring a safety 
permit must register for a USDOT Number. 

The USDOT Number serves as a unique identifier when collecting and monitoring a company's 
safety information acquired during audits, compliance reviews, crash investigations, and 
inspections. 

Do I Need One? 

You are required to obtain a USDOT number if you have a vehicle that: 

 Is used in transporting material found by the Secretary of Transportation to be hazardous
and transported in a quantity requiring placarding (whether interstate or intrastate).

OR 

 Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight rating, or gross vehicle
weight or gross combination weight, of 4,536 kg (10,001 pounds) or more, whichever is
greater; or

 Is designed or used to transport more than 8 passengers (including the driver) for
compensation; or

 Is designed or used to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver, and is not
used to transport passengers for compensation;

AND is involved in Interstate commerce: 

Trade, traffic, or transportation in the United States— 

 Between a place in a State and a place outside of such State (including a place outside of
the United States);

 Between two places in a State through another State or a place outside of the United
States; or

 Between two places in a State as part of trade, traffic, or transportation originating or
terminating outside the State or the United States.
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You are required by FMCSA to obtain USDOT Number and comply with the Federal 
Regulations. 

 How to Comply with Federal Regulations 
 See THE DOT DOCTOR’s New Entry Program for guidance 

It is the responsibility of motor carrier operators and drivers to know and comply with all 
applicable Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. Safety compliance and safe operations 
translate into saved lives and property.  We believe the information in this package, when 
effectively applied, will contribute to safer motor carrier operations and highways. 

States that Require a DOT Number 

Apart from federal regulations, some states require commercial motor vehicle registrants to 
obtain a USDOT Number. These states include: 

 Alabama 
 Alaska 
 Arizona 
 Colorado 
 Connecticut 
 Florida 
 Georgia 
 Indiana 
 Iowa 
 Kansas 
 Kentucky 
 Maine 
 Maryland 
 Michigan 
 Minnesota 
 Missouri 
 Montana 

 New Jersey 
 New York 
 Nebraska 
 North Carolina 
 Ohio 
 Oklahoma 
 Oregon 
 Pennsylvania 
 South Carolina 
 Tennessee 
 Texas 
 Utah 
 Washington 
 West Virginia 
 Wisconsin 
 Wyoming  

 
States in BOLD have additional state requirements.   
California requires CA DOT #/CVC Regulations apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- See more at: http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/do-i-need-usdot-number#sthash.QtMuJvsH.dpuf 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/carrier-safety/motor-carriers-guide-improving-highway-safety


§ 395.8: Driver's record of duty status. 

(k) Retention of driver's record of duty status. (1) Each motor carrier shall 
maintain records of duty status and all supporting documents for each driver it 
employs for a period of six months from the date of receipt. 

Supporting documents are the records of the motor carrier which are maintained in the 
ordinary course of business and used by the motor carrier to verify the information 
recorded on the driver’s record of duty status. 

 Failure to keep a Record of Duty Status  
o Top settlement was over $135,000 
o average settlement is over $8,000.  

 
 Driving/allowing a driver to drive after the 14th hour after coming on duty.  

o Top settlement was over $115,000 
o  average settlement is over $7,000. 

 
 

Know the audit points on your logbook 
 

 
 

LOG BOOK AUDITING SERVICES INCLUDE: 
 

·     Personal Attention to Form and Manner on All Logs  
·     Documentation of All Violations with Driver Letters  
·     Logs Are Checked For Speeding, Location and other 
Violations  
·     Falsifications Listed with Supporting Documents 
     
....and our exclusive tracking and training system 

 

 
 

 
 

HOS Tracking and Training System 
 
Take log auditing to the next level with the DOT 
Doctor's exclusive error tracking and training 
system.  This is a DOT Doctor exclusive product / 
service offer.  The DOT Doctor has created a log 
violation-tracking program that allows the user 
to pinpoint the main issues within their company 
for non-compliance.  This can be done by driver, 
district or companywide based on the defined 
parameters.  Use of this program along with our 
HOS training system has allowed a company to 
greatly reduce their HOS violations.   
 

• Example:  a driver with an average of 9 
violations a month has been taken to a 
zero or one off violator through this 
program. 
 

• This program offers training for drivers, 
dispatchers and supervisors.  It helps 
locate the source of the violation (e.g. 
lack of understanding of HOS 
regulations, poor dispatching, refusing to 
follow HOS regulations, e-log system 
issues) thereby allowing for concise 
training in the needed subject matter.   

 

Jail time is a real possibility for egregious behaviors 

 

Don’t risk your business! 
Don’t risk your personal freedom! 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=egregious+behavior&FORM=AWRE




 
 
Stay in continuous DOT Compliance with our full File Management Service for only $100/month per 
driver.   
 
This is a complete file management service for DQF, Maintenance files and log auditing (both paper and 
elogs).   All documents are well preserved on a triple redundancy system.  We save a digital upload on 
our server, a paper hard copy in our files and a digital access copy in our secure online system that you 
can access at any time.  This means that all your files are audit ready and DOT Compliant.   
 
We will provide you with a customized, DOT Compliance application and DQF paperwork packet.  We 
run your MVRs, Medical MVRs, perform your background checks (SPH), verify your doctors via the 
National Registry and perform all necessary DQF functions.  We begin with a full audit of your files.  We 
even advise you when training is missing. 
 
We will advise you at 90, 60, 30 and then weekly when med cards and license renewals are due.  We 
provide the same type of notification for our vehicles when inspections and registrations are due.  We 
will obtain cab cards and other documents as allowed by law.  We calculate your taxes (2290, UCR, IRP, 
IFTA, etc...) for you and e-file where available (an additional fee may apply for e-filing).   New Hire filings 
with the state can also be included with this service. 
 
This is a very comprehensive service.  When you are audited, your files can be presented via digital 
format.  A Compliance Expert from TDD can be onsite to represent you in an audit upon request 
(additional fees apply).  Some auditors will come to our facility instead of yours for the audit 
process.  This is a plus that many of our client's enjoy! 
 
All this is available to you from a firm that specializes in DOT Compliance.  We are not an accounting firm 
handling paperwork.  We are DOT Safety Consultants, highly trained and skilled in DOT Compliance 
matters who remain current on new regulations at all times.  This is who you will be partnering with 
when you register for this service. 
 



Credit Card Authorization Form 

Name on the Card:    

Type of Card: Visa MC AmEx Discover 

Other 

Account Number 

Expiration Date 

Security Code 

Billing Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone Number 

Amount to be Charged   $___________ / monthly on the 15th for Virtual Safety 
Director Services as well as any agreed upon fees. 

By signing this form, you authorize THE DOT DOCTOR to charge your card 
for the amount listed above.

Signed: Date: 

$____________ one time charge.
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