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Linda Green

Linda Green dedicated over two decades to the
nutritional well-being of students at Gahanna-
Jefferson Public Schools (GJPS), leaving an
indelible mark on the community she served. After
welcoming her daughter, Heather, info the world,
Linda inifially focused on homemaking before
embarking on a rewarding career
at Maramor, a custom chocolate
manufacturer, where she honed
her skills in sales, production and
purchasing for 17 years.

Linda's journey with GJPS began
as a secretary substitute and study
hall monitor. Her commitment and
hard work quickly led her to the
role of secretary of food service
and fransportatfion in 2000. With a
passion for student nutrition, Linda
pursued further education in school
food service at Columbus State,
which helped her earn a promotion
to child nutrition supervisor in 2013—
a role she held unfil her retirement
in 2021.

As the child nutrition supervisor, Linda showcased
exceptional leadership and a deep commitment
to student health. “Linda cared deeply for the
students in GJPS and always kept them at the
forefront of our food service operations,” remarked
Jill Elliott, assistant superintendent for GJPS. Linda'’s
understanding of a balanced diet’s vital role in
student success fueled her inifiatives to promote
healthy eating.

Among her many accomplishnments, Linda was
known for engaging students in making healthier
food choices. Former GJPS Superintendent Steve
Barrett noted, "One of Linda's most impressive
achievements was her ability to engage students
in making healthier food choices.” From donning
carrof costumes to launching creative campaigns,
Linda brought enthusiasm to nutrition education.
She also made a significant impact during District
Kindergarten Roundups, providing sample trays of
school meals to families to ease their transition into
the school system.

Linda's leadership was especially evident during
the COVID-19 pandemic. As schools closed and
families faced uncertainty, she adapted the food
service program to ensure no student went hungry.
Her proactive measures included establishing
meal distribution sites and communicating
effectively with families about
food access. “There was not a
day that school meals were not
available to students during the
COVID outbreak,” recalled Bev
Fansler, former GJPS food service
assistant.

Now retired, Linda enjoys caring
for her plants, drawing on her
degree in horficulture and
greenhouse management, and
working part-time at Flowerama.
She loves spending time with
her husband, Bruce, and their
daughter Heather, along with
their grandchildren who attend
Middle School South and Lincoln
Elementary. Together, they
cherish adventures, including a
recent cruise to Alaska. Linda continues to actively
contribute to local food service as a weekly
volunteer at GRIN (Gahanna Residents in Need),

Linda's unwavering dedication fo student nutrition
and her nurturing spirit continue to inspire all who
had the privilege to work alongside her.
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