September 19, 2021
Proper 20
Call to Worship (Psalm 1)
One: Happy are the people
All: who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that they
follow, or sit in the seat of people who make fun of others.
One: Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
All: and they meditate on God’s law day and night.
One: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
All: but the way of the wicked will perish.
Hymn 714

“God of the Fertile Fields”

Prayer of Confession
(James 3, Proverbs 31)
All:

God of wisdom, forgive our foolishness. We desire what we do not need
and corrupt our relationships with envy. You urge us to gentleness, but
we stir up conflict.
Give us your grace, that we may harvest righteousness and peace, for
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Teacher, we pray.

(silent confession)
Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
One:

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but the people who fear the Lord are to
be praised. Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and we can
live in peace.

All:

Thanks be to God!

Scripture

Psalm 1
1 Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
3 They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper. 4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
Mark 9:30-37
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know
it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise
again.’ 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What
were you arguing about on the way?’ 34But they were silent, for on the way they had
argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and
said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36Then he
took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to
them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in
peace for* those who make peace.

4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come
from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so
you commit murder. And you covet* something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not
receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw
near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.
Affirmation of Faith:

(The Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again, he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
(Psalm 1)
All: Our great Gardener, we are like trees planted by streams of water that
yield their fruit in season and prosper in you. We are grateful for all that you
have provided, and we dedicate our firstfruits to you and to the work of your
church, now and forever. Amen.
Hymn 702

“Christ Beside Me”

