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First Sunday of Advent: December 2
11 a.m.
Guest Preacher: Missionary Ben Sustar
6 p.m.
Hanging of the Green Service
followed by refreshments in the Social Hall
Second Sunday in Advent: December 9
11 a.m.
The King’s Choir presents
a selection from “Christmas Is Jesus”
5 p.m.
Covered Dish Dinner
6 p.m.
Special Music - The King’s Childrens Choir & Floyd Montgomery
Third Sunday in Advent: December 16
11 a.m.
“Christmas Presence” by the Chancel/Adult Choir
6 p.m.
Special Music followed by refreshments in the Social Hall
Christmas Eve: December 24 - 6 p.m. Candlelight Service
The Christmas season brings a mixture of emotions. It is a joyous and festive occasion as we gather with friends and family
to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
However, the Christmas season also brings with it the emotion
of grief as we face the absence of those who once gathered
with us. The Longest Night Service is designed to help us remember those we have lost and bring comfort through God’s
Word, prayer, and song. The service will be held on Wednesday, December 19th a5 6:15 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Tangible Project of the Month

Lottie Moon Offering
Goal: $3,500
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Dear Church Family,
We started out 2018 with a challenge. The challenge came from James 2:18 that says, “I will show you my faith by
my works.” I challenged you to make your faith tangible this year. Merriam-Webster defines the word this way:
Tangible - capable of being perceived especially by the sense of touch: substantially real
The idea is that if we have faith in Jesus then that faith will show itself in our lives. It will become tangible. Our faith will
be able to be experienced to some degree by those around us.
To accomplish this challenge I presented you with a Tangible Project of the Month. Here are the projects that we’ve
accomplished so far this year.
January - Replenished our Food Pantry with Nonperishable food items
February - Donated hundreds of dollars of Subway Gift Cards to bless our neighbors
with a free lunch
March - Gave and exceeded our $2,500 Annie Armstrong Mission Offering goal which
helps support gospel-centered ministries throughout North America
April - Volunteered at Monte Sano Elementary School for City Serve Augusta and
donated baby items to the Augusta Care Pregnancy Center
May - Provided an end of the year luncheon for all the faculty and staff at Monte Sano
Elementary School
June - Donated items for Homeless Care Packs for the Tapestry Church in Atlanta
July - Collected school supplies for Monte Sano Elementary School
August - Gave and exceeded our goal of $1,200 to support the Cru and Young Life
ministries here in Augusta
September - Gave and exceeded our goal of $1,000 to support the ministry efforts of
the Georgia Baptist Mission Board in the state of Georgia
October - Replenished our Food Pantry with can and donated several bags of candy for
our Halloween Outreach
November - Brought in many coats and socks to be donated to the Broad Street
Ministry Center
Reading over that list is so encouraging for me. Each and every month you have stepped up to the challenge and exceeded
my expectations. We have one more Tangible Project to accomplish in 2018. This last project for the year has two
parts. The first part is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and the second part is the ministry budget of our church.
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is one way we give to reach the nations with the gospel. Every dollar you give
does directly to the work of reaching every nation for Christ. This offering is one of the main ways we help fund international missionaries through the International Mission Board. Our goal this year is $3,500. In order to donate you can make
your check payable to “The Hill Baptist Church” and write “Lottie Moon” on the envelope or you can use a Lottie Moon
Offering Envelope.
The second part of our Tangible Project is to help our church finish the year fully funded. The good news is that we
are projecting that we will end the year under budget with our expenses. We are projecting that our end of the year expenses
will total $258,000. As of November 11th our giving totaled $209,000. In order to end the year fully funded we need to give
$49,000 by the end of the year.
I’m looking forward to how God is going to have each of us respond to these challenges. I believe we will all be
stretched in our faith. Also, I believe we will be encouraged as we see that our giving results in many people to be reached
with the gospel both here in Augusta and around the world. Thank you for all you have done this year and let’s finish the
year strong!

In Christ,

Pastor Ron Jones
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Viewpoint from your
Director of
Music Ministry

Proposed Church Budget 2019
Discussion and Vote
We will discuss the church budget at church conference on December 12, 2018 and then vote on it the
following Sunday, December 16, 2018 without additional discussion.

Children’s Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 19
6:15-7:15 p.m.
Please bring a
new children’s
book to the party

Mark might be the shortest gospel, but this semester I have
been blown away with how packed it is with things to learn
about Jesus! We have gone through an entire roll of craft
paper listing each new discovery and we are only in Chapter
9! To celebrate Thanksgiving, we looked back over our
“lists” and each shared the thing we are most thankful for
about Jesus. Here is what we came up with:
- He is thoughtful and compassionate
- He is humble
- He has power over unclean spirits and evil
- He was patient with His disciples
- He has self control
- He had an earthly family
- He includes us in His family
- He is kind
- He is faithful
- He wants the best for us
Amen! So we will enter into Advent, and a time of expectantly waiting for the celebration and second coming of Jesus,
with thankful hearts….remembering what Jesus said when
starting His ministry, “…The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

In His Service, Christy Bagby

Why So Much Celebration For A Baby?
What about December and Christmas reminds us of a baby's birthday? Is it the Black Friday sales? The television
shows that show snow and gift giving? How about the constant reminders of how many shopping days? Probably none
of these would be worth mentioning if we didn't have our
baby Jesus's birthday celebration on December 25th each
year!
Do you listen for angel choirs to sing the glorious news of
"Peace on earth, good will to all men"? You can hear choirs
with angelic looks and intent during worship each Sunday
here at The Hill Baptist Church. Each week our Chancel
(Adult) Choir will be reminding each person in our congregation of Christ's coming arrival as the baby Jesus. Advent
is the season that helps remind us of Christ's coming to earth
for the salvation of each of us.
On Sunday evening December 2, 2018, our worship sanctuary is decorated with garland, poinsettias, candles and even
an Advent Christmas tree loaded with symbols of the baby's
birthday. Come sing carols and hymns of anticipation for
the coming child,
On Sunday morning, December 9, 2018, The Hill's children's choir, "The "King's Choir" led by Christine Bruner
and Christa Beaufort will present a worship experience of
carols and hymns. Come and bring others who enjoy watching the joy of children singing God's Christmas announcements.
Sunday, December 16, 2018, the heavenly hosts of our
Chancel/Adult Choir will lead us in worship with "Christmas
Presence." This wonderful worship music will emphasize
the presence of Christ, believers of the past, and yes, even
the presence of those in our sanctuary this day. Invite
friends, relatives and any acquaintance to experience
the presence of God in worship.
Sunday evenings, December 9 and 16, we again will have
special guests and musical programs that will bring birthday
celebrations for you to enjoy. The part I like the most is
having refreshments after each of these services to thank our
guests and sample delicious Christmas cookies and other
desserts! Our celebrations would not be complete without
fellowship and food!
Christmas Eve is always a special time of reflecting back
on the entire Advent season as we anticipate celebrating
Christ's birth which happened on this night. Bring your
guests, neighbors, co-workers and everyone you treasure for
this special worship service of music, scripture, candle light
communion and best of all, the anticipation of Christ's rebirth in our hearts and lives.

In Christ's service,
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On Call
Minister on Call
Rev. Ron Jones
706-945-7619
If you cannot reach the minister on
call, please call the deacon of the
week.

Deacons on Call
December 2
Ken Curry
December 9

The Staff of The Hill Baptist Church
Pastor: Rev. Ron Jones
Director of Youth Ministry: Christy Bagby
Director of Children’s Ministry: Whitney Shepard
Director of Music: Floyd Montgomery
Administrative Assistant:
Pianist: Jan Sutton
Associate Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Fred Gunter

Johnny Stanfield
December 16
Chuck Kee
December 23
Todd Matthews
December 30
Edwin Blanchard

Memorial & Honorarium Gifts
The church appreciates these donations :
Memory
Mary Lamar

Honor
Members of the Sunshine Class

That have been received since the previous issue of the
Beacon. The names of donors have been provided to the
family contact for the deceased person or to the honoree.

D e c e mb e r 11 t h - 11 a . m.
Prayer List

P ro g r a m:
Dr. Timothy Owens - He will be sharing his talents
on the piano and playing music appropriate for
Christmas. He will also be playing at Reid Memorial
Presbyterian Church on Thursday, December 13 at
7 pm.
Menu:
Ham, Potato Salad, Broccoli and Cauliflower
Tossed Salad, Dessert
Tea, Coffee, Lemonade

Sharon & Roy Jones

Edwin Blanchard

Richard Arnold

Pat Henderson

Nita Gibson

Frances Ellis

Tootsie Martin

Davis & Ruth Lewis

Ruth Harris

Jackie Robinson

Jimmy Mills

Margaret Rice

Bengovan McNeace

Helen Story

John Harris

Emily Herrin
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