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Laugh every day. It’s like jogging for 

your insides. 

 

If you worry, you didn’t pray. If you 

pray, don’t worry. 

 

As a child of God, prayer is like call-

ing home every day. 

 

Blessed are the flexible, for they shall 

not be bent out of shape. 

 

The most important things in your 

home are the people. 

 

When you get tangled up in your prob-

lems, be still so God can untangle the 

knot.   

 

A grudge is a heavy thing to carry. 

 

The person who dies with the most 

toys is still dead. 

 

We don’t remember the days, but the 

moments. Life goes by fast, so enjoy 

your precious moments. 

 

Attaining your goals and dreams re-

quires courage. So learn from the tur-

tle: it only makes progress when it 

sticks its neck out. 

 

Be more concerned about your charac-

ter than your reputation, because your 

character is who you really are, while 

your reputation is merely what others 

think you are.   

 

Fred 
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 MINISTER’S CORNER 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
I enjoy reading bumper stickers.  

Sometimes when I’m walking 

through the Maine Mall parking lot 

or idling behind other cars at a traf-

fic light, I will notice a bumper 

sticker that makes me nod my head 

in agreement or laugh out loud.  I’ve 

seen messages on bumper stickers 

that were quite spiritually profound.  

But for me, the best bumper stickers 

actually make me think and say, 

“Aha!”   

 

Below are some bumper sticker mes-

sages that I’ve collected over the 

years.  May you enjoy them and per-

haps even have an “aha” moment or 

two! 

 

Don’t leave your spiritual fruit hang-

ing on the tree. 

 

Dear God, I have a problem—it’s 

me. 

 

Don’t believe everything you think.   

 

There is no key to happiness. The 

door is always open. 

 
Silence is often misinterpreted, but 

never misquoted. 

 

Do the math—count your blessings. 

 

Faith is the ability to not panic when 

you have a reason to. 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

     

 

   

    

  

     

      

      

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

     

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be enlightened about Vacation Bible School. 

  

The planning for VBS has already begun, and we are so excited for this year's theme!  

  

Some important dates to keep in mind: 

May 4th - Find out at church what this year's theme is!  Registrations from our church will begin on this date.  

May 21 – Decorating Workshop.  6:30 in the Annex. 

 May 26 - Watch for our float in the Scarborough Memorial Day Parade.  

 

May 27 - Registration will be available for all.  

. 
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CHURCH MEMBERS TO BE RECEIVED  
A number of people have expressed interest in joining the First Congregational Church, and 

Rev. Gagnon is planning on receiving new members sometime in the early spring (date to be 

determined).  If you are currently not a member and would like to join our faith community, or 

if you have any questions or would like more information about becoming a member, please let 

Rev. Gagnon know or call the church office at 883-2342.   

 

 

 

LENTEN LUNCHES RETURN 
The ecumenical Lenten lunches have begun and will continue through the month of March. You are invited to 

attend. The Blue Point Congregational Church, UCC, on the Pine Point Road is hosting the lunches this year.  

They are held on Wednesday afternoons at noon and last for approximately one hour. The dates of the remain-

ing lunches are March 7th, March 14th, March 21st and March 28th. 

These Lenten lunch gatherings begin with a few minutes of wonderful meditative music. Following the music, 

a pastor from one of the Scarborough churches will offer a 15 minute service of devotion. The event will con-

clude with a lunch of various soups and breads provided by folks from the church of the pastor who led the 

meditation on that particular week. 

Because the lunches begin at noon and last for approximately one hour, it is hoped that many of those who 

work can come during their lunch break and find refreshment for their souls.  Please join us if you are able to. 

 
THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SNOW STORM POLICY 

 

Even in March there is always the possibility of severe weather on Sunday mornings.  Just so 

you will know, this is the snow storm policy that Pastor Gagnon and the Board of Deacons 

set a few years ago and is still in force.   

 

 

If there is a snow storm on a Sunday morning, the worship service will not be cancelled.  Instead, Pastor 

Gagnon will come to the sanctuary with the intention of leading some kind of worship service (even if it is 

an abbreviated one) for those who decide to venture out in the storm.   

 

Of course the Sunday School children and teachers, our organist Wendy Northrup and our Music Director 

Bethany Kirkpatrick, our choir members, and the ushers and greeters for that morning may well decide to 

stay home if the weather is bad enough, and that is absolutely acceptable.  Pastor Gagnon does not want any-

one to risk life or limb trying to get to church if the weather is extremely bad.  Pastor Gagnon lives close 

enough to the church that he can get there with little or no problem.  And if he discovers that nobody else is 

going to be coming, he will simply lock the door and go home.   

 

So, in short, our church’s snow cancellation policy is that there will be a worship service of some kind for 

those who choose to go to church during a storm, but please use your best judgment and do not endanger 

yourself trying to get there. After all, you can always come to church on the following Sunday!  

 
If you have any questions or concerns about this policy, please feel free to contact Pastor Gagnon.   

 

 

 



  

 

Food for thought: 

 

         “If we’re  

too busy  

to spend  

time 

with God,  

  we’re simply 

 too busy.”  
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A COUPLE OF THANK YOU NOTES 

 
Joe and I would like to offer a sincere thank you to the church family for the many 

prayers and kind thoughts throughout Joe’s illness this past fall. It has been a bit  

of a long haul, but Joe has recovered from surgery and is trying to get some strength 

and stamina back. We appreciate all of your prayers, they have indeed surrounded us 

        with your caring. 

 

        Gail and Joe Dobriko 

 

Thank you church members, Diaconate, and Women’s Fellowship for the many cards and prayers I received 

after my day surgery. All went well and I’m back to normal. 

 

Helen Brown 

 
 

 

 

Food Pantry Update 

In January we served  

118 people.  

12 were new people. 

 

Thank you as always  

for your donations.  

    

   

 

 

 

  

         
 

    

“When you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salva-

tion, and had believed in Christ, 

you were marked with the seal of 

the promise of the Holy Spirit” 

 

 -Ephesians 1:13 

  

          
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME OUT FOR PRAYER 

 

Keep us, O God, from pettiness.  Let us be large in thought, in word, and in deed.   

Let us be done with fault-finding and leave off self-seeking. 

 

May we put away all pretenses and meet each other face to face, without self-pity 

 and without prejudice.   

 

May we never be hasty in judgment and always generous. 

 

Let us take time for all things.  Make us to grow calm, serene, and gentle. 

 

Teach us to put into action our better impulses, straightforward and unafraid.  Grant that we may realize 

 it is the little things of life that create difficulties; that in the big things of life we are as one. 

 

Oh Lord, let us not forget to be kind.  Amen. 

        -Mary Stewart, Queen of Scots 
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  WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP     

 

Our March meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 27th. All women of the church are invited to join us in the 

Ladies Parlor in the Parish Hall at 7PM. The program this month is “On Safari” led by Margaret Watson.  Our 

hostesses this month are Susan Fielding and Susan Hilton. Please bring in canned vegetables for our Food Pan-

try donation this month. If you have any questions, please speak to Cynthia Chase@510-1167 or Diane Brown 

@799-4846. 

 

Christmas Fair 

Workshops have begun for the Christmas Fair. We meet on the second and fourth 

Thursdays of the month downstairs in the Parish Hall. Let us know if you can join us!  

Our Fair will be on Saturday, December 1st from 9:00am-1:00pm. 

Requests: 
We are looking for used sleds and skates that your children have outgrown to use for a project. 

Please start saving books for our Book table as well. They should be in good condition.  

We will let you know when you can drop them off at the Parish Hall. 

We urge you to save items for the Upscale Vintage and Jewelry tables. 

For our Children’s table we plan to have American Girl doll clothes, new handmade stuffed animals, books, 

wooden puzzles, coloring books. Please help us out! 

If you have something special for the Silent Auction table, contact one of the tri-chairs. 

Thank you in advance for your help! 

Regina Greenier 883-9191, Merry Roberts 799-0228, Cynthia Chase 510-1167 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
DO YOU HEAR GOD SPEAKING TO YOU? 

 

A MAN WHISPERED, “God, speak to me,” and a robin sang.  But the man did not hear. 

 

So the man yelled, “God, speak to me!”  And thunder and lightning rolled across the sky.  But the man  

did not listen. 

 

The man looked around and said, “God, let me see you.”  And a star shined brightly.  But the man did not see. 

 

And the man shouted, “God, show me a miracle!”  And a life was born.  But the man did not notice. 

 

So the man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know you are here.”   And God reached down 

and touched the man.  But the man brushed the butterfly away and walked on. 

 

I found this a great reminder that God is always around us in the little and simple things that we so often take 

for granted or miss because we are too busy to notice—particularly in this fast-paced, highly technological age 

we live in.  So I would like to add one more. 

 

The man cried, “God, I need your help.”  And a text message arrived reaching out with good news and encour-

agement.  But the man deleted the text and continued crying. 

 

The good news is that God is with you always, and you are loved every day, just the way you are.  Don’t miss 

out on a God sighting in your life simply because it isn’t packaged the way you expect. 
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Your Mission Committee at Work – 
  
The Mission Committee will be meeting in March. 

  

Our Christmas Offering this year went to Preble Street, the total offering collected was $2,953.23.  This will be 

a blessing to all of the folks who rely on Preble Street for help and support.  Our thanks to all of you. 

 

Sock Sunday – The Mission Committee would like to thank the congregation for donating socks on Sock Sunday 

for Preble Street.  We collected 101 pairs of socks for the months of January and February.   Again thank you for 

your support for this donation. 

We received another thank you letter from Preble Street; the entire letter will be posted in the office and the Ves-

try.  (We are behind on posting the letters; they will be on the board soon.) 

 

The Giving Tree – We have received several thank you notes from Long Creek Youth Development Center for 

all of the items sent to them for the Giving Tree, we will posting these notes down in the Vestry, we hope you 

will take a minute to look at all of them. 

  

The Food Pantry continues to be very busy and serving more families every week.  The Food Pantry was very 

grateful in the month of January and February they received $2689.44 in donations, plus food donations, they are 

feeling very blessed at this time to be able to continue feeding so many families.  

Gift cards ( $25.00 amounts) always a great way to help the Food Pantry.  They cards can be from Hannaford’s, 

Shaw’s, Wal-Mart or Target.   

 

The Fuel Fund is also still taking donations, cash donations or your empty bottles or cans.  Please call the office 

concerning cash donations or to pick up Clynk Bags. 

 

Sponsored Children-  We have received 5 letters from our children ; the letters will be posted on the Mission 

Bulletin Board in the Vestry.    

 

Supporting our church – The Trustees sent a thank you note for all of us for helping our church, through De-

cember we have donated a total $5,091.01. These funds went toward the Church/Parish Hall Heating System.  

There will be another check sent out for January and February.   

  

Easter Offering 
       The Committee has voted and our Easter Special Offering will go the Protestant Hospital  

                  Ministry this year. The Protestant Hospital Ministry provides chaplaincy services at Maine  

       Medical Center in Portland as well as many other services. Rev Gagnon is part of this ministry 

       and is on call once a month to minister to patients and their families who are in the hospital. 

 
The Mission Committee wants to thank all of you for your generosity even when times are tough; you all are a 

blessing to our church and our community.  It is exciting and a blessing to see how many ways our congregation 

has reached out to so many people locally and throughout the world. 

 

 
The Mission Committee members are  

Christel Lewis-Brown, Ruth Bruns, Gail Dobriko,  

Brenda Harrison, Kathy Meserve and Lynn Roberge. 
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As the Stewardship Committee of our church gears up for the 2012 Stewardship campaign, it’s im-

portant to remember that the support of our faith community involves more than simply giving 

money. Although financial support is an extremely important part of our responsibility as stewards 

of the church, participation in the life and ministry of the church is no less vital.    

 

With that in mind, you are invited to seriously consider taking part in the life and activities of the 

First Congregational Church of Scarborough. There are boards and committees, worship functions 

and mission efforts that would greatly benefit from your involvement. Below you will find a brief 

description of the various boards and committees that allow our church to do God’s good work in 

our community and in the world. Please look the list over and see which of them piques your inter-

est.  

 
The Board of Deacons (15 members) closely assists the pastor and tends to the spiritual life and 

worship activity of the Church.  Deacons serve three year terms. 

 

The Board of Trustees (7 members) has responsibility for the care and custody of the church 

properties and its financial affairs, and also prepares an annual budget. 

 

The Christian Education Committee (11 members), in conjunction with the pastor, supports the 

educational programs of the Church and secures the services of a Sunday school superintendent 

and teaching staff for the Sunday school. Committee members serve a three year term. 

 

The Church Council consists of Church Officers, Committee chairpersons or representatives, and 

three members at large. The Church Moderator serves as chairperson and the Church Clerk is the 

secretary of the Council. The Council visualizes the programs and goals of the church and advises 

the Pastor and Staff regarding the general direction of the Church life and activities. Anyone con-

nected with the church is welcome to attend a church council meeting.   

 

The Flower Committee (6 members) is in charge of the flowers used in worship, decorates the 

church for special occasions such as Christmas and Easter, and shares floral arrangements with 

seniors and shut-in members of the congregation. 

 

The Music Committee (6 members) has responsibility for the music used in Sunday worship and 

special worship services, and lines up special music for the summer when the senior choir is not in 

session. The committee supports members of the music staff and tends to all church music, instru-

ments and choir robes. Committee members serve three year terms.  
 

The Nominating Committee (6 members) seeks and nominates individuals to fill the open posi-

tions of church boards, committees and offices. 
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The Pastoral Relations Committee (5 members) acts as a liaison and channel of communication be-

tween the pastor and the congregation, and meets quarterly to assess and support the relationship be-

tween the pastor and the congregation. 

 

The Stewardship Committee (6 members) plans and helps to carry out the annual Stewardship Cam-

paign, which happens in March. It also assists in raising church funds, promotes the general interest of 

the Church and encourages the use of the many talents and abilities that members of our faith commu-

nity have.   

 

The Mission Committee (6 members) considers the mission needs of the Church and plans the mis-

sion program, provides information about mission activity to the congregation, and encourages congre-

gational support of special offerings that benefit mission and ministry work outside of the church com-

munity.  It also uses its budget to financially support charitable organizations that help people locally, 

nationally and internationally. 

 

The By-Laws Committee (3 members) reviews the by-laws of the Church and considers and presents 

by-law amendments to the Church body. 

 

The Membership Committee (6 members) maintains a list of prospective members, secures greeters 

for worship services, reviews Friendship Register information and writes welcome notes to Sunday 

worship visitors, and offers a “welcome” to any guests among us. This committee also reviews our 

church membership list when necessary. 

 

The Hospitality Committee (3 members) secures refreshments and hosts for Sunday 

“neighboring” (coffee hour) and other church functions. 

 

Note: a complete description of the duties and responsibilities of the boards and committees mentioned 

above can be found in our Church By-laws.   

 

Other ministry opportunities you might consider are: being a greeter or an usher during worship; host-

ing a “Neighboring” time after worship; being a Sunday School Teacher or a Substitute Sunday School 

Teacher; being a Confirmation Mentor to one of our Confirmand youths; singing in the Senior Choir or 

playing in the Senior Hand Bell Choir; assisting with our monthly newsletter mailings; and being a 

counter who tallies up and processes the offering money after Sunday worship.   

 

Should one of these boards, committees, officer positions or other church activities intrigue you and you 

would like to know more or are interested in becoming a part of it, simply contact one of the members 

of the Nominating Committee.  They are: Elizabeth Deal at 799-4599, Karen Pierce at 799-9648, Sunny 

Harmon at 883-6481, and Ruth Bruns at 883-4083.   
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Great Faith starts with Small Seeds is this year’s Stewardship Campaign theme  

that was introduced during the campaign’s kick-off on Sunday February 26.  

First Congregational Church is blessed in so many ways and our blessings    

often start with small seeds of faith. Our Church Family will explore this theme 

together in the coming weeks, culminating with Stewardship Sunday on March 18. 

Mark your calendars! 

 

Consider some the successes FCC has experienced over the past year, and reflect on how we came together in 

Faith to make them successful. 

 

Our reinvigorated youth group – Off and running strong after a few interested parents took the lead. Many 

more church members and friends have joined the fun helping and participating at many of the youth 

group events. 

 Our Supplemental Stewardship Campaign – With a significant operating budget gap identified, our 

 Church Family generously supported a supplemental campaign. 

 Our upgraded heating systems – A focused group of members provided excellent leadership in scoping 

 the project and managing its implementation. In a challenging budget year our Church Family generously 

 supported a mini capital campaign to cover the costs. A focused leadership group provided excellent 

 Our Church Retreat – Reflecting on our past and planning for our Church’s future is important work. It 

 will help us define who we want to be as a Church moving forward. This good work began at out retreat 

 and will continue over the coming months. 

 

Our financial challenges are becoming more manageable but a budget gap remains. We have Faith that our 

Church Family will continue with their generosity. Please join is in the coming weeks! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Steps to Using the BigN Marketplace 
 1.  Log onto our church's website www.fccscarborough.com 

  

2. On the top left of the page, look for the heading SUPPORT OUR CHURCH 

  

3. Click on the link www.bign.com/fccscar 

  

4.  This will bring you to our Team national website.  Click on the BLUE BAG 

  

5.  This will bring you to a list of all the stores we have contracts with.  To the left of the store name, you will see what per 

      centage commission we will recieve back if you purchase from that store. 

  

6.  To shop at the store you want, simply click on the store and it will link you to that store's website.  Shop as you normally  

     do. You can use coupons as you normally do. 

  

7.  Because you have gone through our church's website to get to the store, the commission is automatically linked to our  

     church. It is computerized through Team National. 

  

8.  Each store releases the commissions quarterly to Team National then in turn TN will release the commissions to us.   

  

9.  Therefore our first commission check will take several weeks.  We will update the congregation as we see the commis 

      sions come in! 
  
10.  PLEASE SHARE THIS LINK to family, friends and neighbors.  It will cost them nothing to support our church!! 
  

Any questions, please feel free to call me directly   -  Karen Jackson  776-9889 
 
 

 

http://www.fccscarborough.com
http://www.bign.com/fccscar
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Heating System for the Church/Parish Hall 

 

Our new Church/Parish Hall heating systems have been operating as expected since their in-

stallation in late October.   The Trustees would like to thank the key vendors including the 

Dead River Company, SeeBee Electric, Fielding's Oil Company, ABEST Abatement, Dick's 

Power Equipment, Pickett's Chimney, A-Best Windows, and Stephen Dow.  A special thank 

you to SeeBee Electric who donated over $2,100 in material and labor to church! 

In addition to the vendors, the Trustees want  to again thank Bob Barton for his considerable 

expertise and project management skills in making this project a huge success.  He put in 

many, many hours in research and evaluation of options, and managed the project through 

completion. 

We had nearly 30 family and individual donors contribute to the Heating System Replacement, 

including  a lead donor family who provided a $5,000 outright gift, and additional $10,000 

challenge/match gift.  Thanks to all of these wonderful families and individuals, we raised 

$28,676.01 which completely covered the cost of the project!  Praise the Lord, and our gener-

ous and loving congregation! 

By the way, we are more than 2/3 the way through the coldest winter months and we have paid 

just slightly over 50% of last year's total heating season costs.  More analysis will be done after 

the season is officially over, but even after factoring in a mild winter and higher per gallon fuel 

costs than last year, we believe we are well on track with the expected fuel savings. 

Church Heating Fund  

We are very fortunate to have received a anonymous $5,000 seed donation to a heating fund 

for the church properties.  We have also received two other donations despite limited 

"advertising" of this need.  Should you be able to provide assistance to the church to offset fuel 

costs, please note "church heating fund" on your check or envelop.  These can be put into the 

offering plate or sent to the church office in c/o the Treasurer. 

 

Church Front Door Replacement 

 

The church front doors need replacement project is still on track for this spring. Using the de-

sign input from the Congregation, Bob Barton and the Trustees are initiating the door and 

equipment orders and expect to complete the project in the spring or early summer.  As previ-

ously noted, this project is expected to cost approximately $14,000 of which $10,000 has been 

funded by the Women's Fellowship and Diaconate.   Additional donations will be gratefully ac-

cepted, please note" church door replacement" on your check or envelop.  These can also be 

put into the offering plate or sent to the church office in c/o the Treasurer. 
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Church Financials 

 

We continue to report improvement in the church's operating income and overall expense control.  

Our income exceeded expenses by $4,591.16 in the second quarter following first quarter's posi-

tive balance, and we are just over $5,094.32 for the year-to-date fiscal year through mid-February.  

Expenses are down year-over-year by just under 3%.  For more details, please see the chart below: 

 

 

As reported earlier, pledge contributions have been strong fulfilling last year's regular and supple-

mental Stewardship campaign pledge goals.  We've also had some special gifts to our general fund 

($7,000) in addition to the heating system and fuel funds mentioned above.  This includes a gener-

ous $2,000 gift from the Women's Fellowship. 

The numbers for last year are a bit misleading though.  The income total of $127,424.49 includes 

$30,000 of interest and dividends that were transferred from the Investment Fund to cover operat-

ing budget shortfalls.  The amount transferred from this same fund the current fiscal year?  Zero. 

This unfortunately likely won't be sustainable through fiscal year, but as noted earlier, we are 

making very good progress toward stabilizing our finances.  We made great strides this past year, 

but it is just that--one year.  We need to sustain our increased income levels in order to fully 

achieve a healthy financial status.   Please keep this in mind as we enter the final stages of the 

Stewardship Campaign. 

Feel free to contact me or any of the Trustees below for any questions or concerns you may have 

regarding our church properties or financial condition. 

 

God bless, 

Cliff Colville 

 

Trustees: 

Kenn Cygan 

Bob Daniels 

Joan Deering 

Lynne Herrman 

Jan McFarland 

John Veltri 

Cliff Colville - Chairperson 

This Year Last Year

Jul-Feb 17 Jul-Feb 17 $ Chg % Chg

Income 129,790.69$  127,424.49$ 2,366.20$   1.82%

Expense 124,696.37$  128,334.58$ (3,638.21)$ -2.92%

Net 5,094.32$       (910.09)$        6,004.41$   -659.76%

First Six Months Financial Summary - 2011-2012
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MOUSE TALES – by Jerry Paradis 

            

New Digs** for a Young Mouse 

 
When we left the young mouse he was sleeping soundly—his first night in a new HOME? Have you ever been in 

a new home or may be visited family and/or friends? It’s not always easy to sleep at times like this. Our mouse 

was so tired that sleep came easy - - and sleep he did. As the morning dawned with the rays of the sun peeking in 

through his recently used shutter entrance the young mouse awoke, awoke to very strange sounds! Cooing sounds. 

Coo!- Coo!- Coo! The pigeons were making cooing sounds . . . Our young mouse finally decided the cooing was 

normal for pigeons. He then stood up, stretched his four legs and gave a big yawn. He rubbed his eyes and slowly 

he walked towards the open shutter. He was covered with warm sunlight; his heart started pounding as he glanced 

outside at a new and grand panorama . . . The young mouse felt very thankful for all that was surrounding him. He 

looked first one way then the other “WOW,” he thought, “it’s really beyond beautiful!” 

 

Time passed and soon his empty belly let him know he was hungry. He was about to call the pigeons high above 

when - WHOOSH!-WHOOSH!-WHOOSH! They were all about him then quickly they flew out the open shutter. 

The force of their flight almost knocked him over, his head was spinning. He steadied his feet and watched as they 

disappeared into the brightness outside. All was quiet. Suddenly he thought, “I’m alone, I’m really alone.” He was 

alone and he was hungry! 

 

The young mouse slowly looked around. He located a few sunflower seeds from last evening, “Ah, leftovers” he 

thought. He promptly ate them. Alone and still hungry he sat down to decide what to do. It was very quiet in his 

new home, only a soft breeze passed through the open shutter, nothing else moved. As he thought about his situa-

tion a little time passed. It passed slowly-time always does when you’re hungry and your belly hurts because you 

have nothing to eat. Oddly, he closed his eyes and almost started to nap. Nothing moved. He was suddenly awak-

ened by the slow and almost noiseless movement of the rope which was tied to the church bell high above. Then, 

CLANG! CLANG! CLANG! The bell loudly echoed. It was so loud that it shook his belly and maybe his teeth as 

well. The young mouse covered his ears, he remembered hearing the bell from down the street, but being inside 

and closer really changed things. Soon the bell was quiet. The young mouse wondered what might happen next in 

this strange new home surrounding him. He sat down again to think. The cooing, the clanking and the empty belly 

were on his mind. 

 

It was then that the pigeons started to return to their roosts, first one or two then five or six and finally Peggy. 

Peggy, the pigeon that first spoke to him last night. The “welcoming pigeon” thought the mouse. But Peggy did 

not fly right up to her roost, she landed right beside the mouse. “I brought you something to eat Mr. Mouse - sorry 

I could not find any cheese but this is all I have.” Peggy then placed a piece of apple on the floor. “Oh, thank you, 

thank you Miss Peggy, oh boy am I hungry” Mr. Mouse replied. Friendships can be built in strange ways. The 

mouse ate the apple and quite quickly, he sat back and looked at his new friend Peggy. He was about to speak 

when they heard singing! Singing coming from down below. Someone was climbing up the ladder that led to the 

steeple loft. Who could it be? wondered the young mouse. He looked again at Peggy. “It’s probably Mr. Ek.” 

Peggy said and she promptly flew up to her roost high above. The singing from below was growing louder. The 

pigeons were quiet high above. The young mouse stood alone, alone and hungry on the floor at the center of the 

belfry loft. 

“What should I do now?” the mouse thought and “Who is Mr. Ek?”  He then said to himself, “I wish I could fly to 

a roost right now!” Each of us have been caught by surprise I expect, but not alone, alone and in a new home. 

Next time we will meet Mr. Ek, our story gets a little more involved and the opportunity for a “job’ presents itself. 

What do you see in the future for our young friend? 

 

That’s all for now- 

Love to all, Gramps 

** Digs - a slang term for a place to live, a home (is that what we need?) 
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EASTER FLOWERS    
  

   SEE LAST PAGE 
 

 

 

PILGRIM LODGE REGISTRATION  
Registrations for Pilgrim Lodge 2012 are now being accepted.  You can register online at 

www.pilgrimlodge.org.  Each session now has a full description and photos (with more to be added 

soon).  To choose your sessions visit http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/schedule.php.  If you do not have access 

to the internet, or would prefer to register by check, email Karen Steelhammer (karen@pilgrimlodge.org) or 

call 207-724-3200 to receive a camp brochure and registration material via U.S. mail.  If you have any prob-

lem with the online registration please use the same contact information for help.  Office hours are Mon-

Friday 9:00-3:30.  Please note that several sessions tend to fill up very quickly ( the Senior High Camp is 

half full.)  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH NEWS 

Wayside Soup Kitchen Reminder: 

Date: Wednesday, March 7th @ 4:00 to 7:30  

If you can't join us at 4:00 please come before 5:30 and plan on staying until 7:30 We need 14-16 youth vol-

unteers and friends are invited!Sign up is required by March 2nd, email Joanne Freeman 

@ joannefreeman7@aol.com or sign up at church. 

  
5th Annual 2012 YOUth Can Build LEGO House Build-a-thon 
The Future is Building!    
Saturday, March 10th 
12:30 pm to 3:30 pm 
Holy Martyrs Church - 266 Falmouth Foreside, Falmouth 
Sign up by Sunday, March 4th-email Ann Blanchard - aeblanchard@rocketmail.com 
Calling all future architects! 
Youth are invited to sign up in teams of 1, 2, or 3  
or with their family and compete in a LEGO house-building competition.  Houses will be judged and 
prizes will be awarded!   
Age categories:    Cost to participate:   
5-8 years old     $15 for a single participant 
9-12 years old    $25 for a team of 2,  
Teen      $30 for a team of 3 and/or families 
Family      FMI: http//www.habitatportlandme.org/events/events.htm 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

COFFEE TIME AT TIM HORTON’S—ROUTE 1 SCARBOROUGH_- ALL ARE WELCOME! 

   For women - Please join us on the first Wednesday of every month at 9:00am. 

 We gather at Tim Horton’s for coffee and fellowship-no agenda, just a time to  

 spend with other women from the congregation. Any questions, please speak to  

            Cynthia Chase (510-1167) or Diane Brown (799-4846). 

 For men - We meet the second Saturday each month at 8:30am. Join us as we meet  

           for fellowship and coffee. A great way to meet fellow church members in an infor- 

 mal setting. Any questions, speak to Andy Nichols (883-0891) or email him-         

           Nicols.andrew3@gmail.com 

 

  

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org
http://www.pilgrimlodge.org
http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/schedule.php
mailto:karen@pilgrimlodge.org
http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/document/brochure.pdf
http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/document/parentguide.pdf
mailto:joannefreeman7@aol.com


Minister: Rev. Alfred Gagnon III 

Fred’s e-mail:  

RevFredGagnon@maine.rr.com 

Church email: fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Director of Music: Bethany Kirkpatrick 

Email-fccmusic@maine.rr.com 

Organist: Wendy Northrup  

Sun.School Superintendent:   

Trish Tremain  

Stephen Minister: Elizabeth Deal 

Administrative Assistant: Penny 

Hartman     

Church Clerk: Kristen Somerville 

Treasurer: Richard Libby  

Recording Treasurer: Chris Libby 

Newsletter Editor: Penny Hartman 

Moderator: Richard Somerville 

Committee Chairpersons 

Staff Information 

 

Church Council Chair:  

Richard  Somerville 

At-Large Council Members: 

Bob Barton, Joanne Brown & Lynne 

Herrman 

Christian Education:  Mardi Taft  

& Karen Holmes 

Diaconate: Andy Nichols 

Flowers: Caroline Dolan 

Membership: Pam Joy 

Missions: Brenda Harrison 

Music: Ellen Fitts-Byrne 

Nominating: Ruth Bruns 

Pastoral Relations: Susan Field-

ing & Christel Lewis-Brown 

Stewardship: Karen Jackson/Rob 

Willey 

Trustees: Cliff Colville 

Women’s Fellowship  President: 

Cynthia Chase 

Greeters  

 

March 4- Mary Lello 

 

March 11– Shirley Brown 

 

March 18– Gail Dobriko 

 

March 25– Jane Everett 

 

  

 

Office Hours 

 Monday-Friday   

 9:00am - 3:00pm  

Tel. - 883-2342    

 Fax - 883-9875 

            Church e-mail-    

      fccscar@ maine.rr.com 

Penny’s e-mail - 

fcchurch@maine.rr. 

Website: fccscarborough.com          
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Volunteers for MARCH 

 

 

 

 

 
 Ushers 

 

 March 4- 

 

 March 11–  

 

 March 18 -  

 

 March 25–  

 

 

 

Neighboring 

 

March 4 - Pastoral Relations  

                  Committee 

 

March 11– Girl Scouts 

 

March 18– Donna Lorfano 

 

March 25-Justin & Mardi Taft 

 

 

 

  Flowers for March 

 Diane Brown 

 799-4846 

Deacons of the month- 
Vickie Flynn, Andy Nichols, 

Kerry Peabody 

 

Please speak to Joanne Brown, 

Elaine Sederlund or Melinda 

Coombs if you are able to help. 

The deadline for the 

 April Newsletter 

 is Thursday, 

 March 15th 

 



 

              
                                                                      

 

 

Phone:   207-883-2342 

Fax:        207-883-9875 

E-mail:   fccscar@maine.rr.com 

    fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Web:     www.fccscarborough.com 
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"In The Shadow of the Cross" 

A Contemporary Tenabrae Service  
  

Will be shared on Maundy Thursday. 

  

Singers will be rehearsing in the sanctuary every Sunday in March from 11:30-12:30 

  

Please come and sing with us as we celebrate the seasons of Lent and Easter. 

  

For more information you can call Bethany at 591-5029  

or email her at fccmusic@maine.rr.com 

  
 

 

 

A  P u b l i ca t io n  o f  F i r s t  C o n g reg a t io n a l  

C h u rch  o f  S ca rb o ro u g h ,  Ma in e   0 4 0 7 4      

 

 

 

Mailing Label 

 
 

NOTE: If you no longer wish to 

receive this monthly Newsletter, 

PLEASE mail your label to the 

church office, call the church 

office or send an e-mail message 

to fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Thank you! 

mailto:fccmusic@maine.rr.com

