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 MINISTER’S CORNER 
 

What are you thankful for?   

 

Family?  Friends?  Good health?  

A roof over your head and plenty 

of food in the refrigerator?  The 

fact that you’re employed or have 

an income that allows you to live 

a fairly comfortable life?   

 

Perhaps you’re grateful for all of 

the above. 

 

There is one thing that many peo-

ple, perhaps even you and I, for-

get to be thankful for. 

 

According to an ancient fable, in 

a small village there once lived a 

man whose body was so twisted 

and whose face was so disfigured 

that the townspeople laughed at 

him. The children teased him.  

The dogs growled at him. The 

man became so embittered at the 

way he was treated that he left the 

village where he had been born 

and went deep in the forest to live 

alone. There he found a measure 

of solace in the beauty of the sun-

rise and sunset, in the soft whis-

per of the breeze through the 

trees, in the frolic of the creatures 

in the forest, and in the sweet 

songs of the birds in the air. Still, 

the bitterness only softened. It 

didn’t go away. 

 

 

   

One day, a visitor came into the her-

mit’s hut.  As they sat down together 

at the table for an evening meal, the 

visitor asked the hermit if he would 

offer a prayer. The hermit responded 

that he would really prefer it if the 

visitor said grace for them. But the 

visitor said, “No, this is your home.  

It is you who must say the blessing.” 

 

So the hermit, nervous at first, spoke 

about his gratitude for the beauty of 

the forest, the wonder of nature, and 

the nourishment they were about to 

share. Whereupon the visitor said, 

“You have forgotten one thing.  You 

have neglected to thank God for 

yourself.” 

 

The hermit looked away, saying 

nothing. The visitor continued: 

“You have retreated into the forest 

because you are despondent about 

your physical unattractiveness. You 

have forgotten that, in the eyes of 

God, you are far more beautiful than 

all the trees and all the flowers and 

all the creatures of the forest. That is 

something to be thankful for.” 

 

For a long time after the visitor had 

left his home, the hermit couldn’t 

forget his words.  So, when the op-

portunity came, he moved back to 

the village of his birth.   
 

 

 

    

      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be enlightened about Vacation Bible School. 

  

The planning for VBS has already begun, and we are so excited for this year's theme!  

  

Some important dates to keep in mind: 

May 4th - Find out at church what this year's theme is!  Registrations from our church will begin on this date.  

May 21 – Decorating Workshop.  6:30 in the Annex. 

 May 26 - Watch for our float in the Scarborough Memorial Day Parade.  

 

May 27 - Registration will be available for all.  

. 
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Interestingly, the people of the community no longer laughed when he walked by. The children no 

longer teased him, and the dogs no longer growled menacingly when he encountered them. And his 

heart sang with joy, because he realized that he was living in the same town, with the same people, 

and even the same dogs, but everything was different.  Everything was different because he was dif-

ferent.  He had learned to thank God for himself. 

 

In the last several months, during a very busy time of year for me, I became aware of just how many 

people in our congregation were assisting, supporting and helping me as I strove to accomplish my 

work and carry on my ministry.  And I understood how very fortunate and blessed I was to have such 

people laboring beside me, offering their time, energy and talent for no other reason than that they 

care deeply about our church community.   

 

Please know that I thank God often for the people in this congregation who assist me and work along-

side me.  And I also thank God often for those who do things to support our church that I’m not even 

aware of.  As one of my friends used to say, “They’re good people.” All of you are good people!  And 

I am grateful to God for you and for the fact that you are essential members of this Body of Christ, the 

First Congregational Church of Scarborough. 

 

Oh yes, one more thing.  I hope that, at least occasionally, you thank God for yourself.   

 

Fred 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FCC ANNUAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, MAY 6th 

 

The annual meeting of the First Congregational Church of Scarborough will be held in 

the church sanctuary on Sunday, May 6th after the worship service.  We hope you will 

plan on attending this important gathering of our faith community so we can approve 

the 2012-13 budget, elect a new slate of board and committee members, make a few 

changes to our church’s bylaws, and carry out any other business that might come be- 

fore the congregation.    

 

 

A CHUCKLE IN CELEBRATION OF MOTHER’S DAY 

 

A middle-aged woman went into a large apartment building and took the elevator to the twelfth 

floor. When she arrived at her destination, she rang the doorbell and waited. The door opened 

slowly, almost mysteriously, and she was welcomed by the smell of incense and smoke. She entered 

and was greeted by a young woman in a long white robe who announced her presence by striking a 

huge gong. After this the young woman asked, “Do you wish to see the Wonderful One—the all-

knowing, all-powerful, Maharishi Narru?” 

 

“Yeah,” the woman said.  “Tell Sheldon his mother is here.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                       

 

PRAYER IN THE AGE OF 

TECHNOLOGY  

 

One night at dinner, when a 

mother said “Amen” after 

she finished saying grace, 

one of her children asked 

what “Amen” meant. 

 

Before she or her husband 

had a chance to answer, their 

five-year-old responded, “It 

means ‘send.’” 
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STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

Money has purchasing power. Have you ever thought about what that “purchasing power” brings  

you through your church offering?  Here’s how Byron H. Hatfield put it: 

 

My church empowers me: 

 

To keep a sky in my life, and look up. 

To keep my hand in God’s, and hold on to Him. 

To see eternal values above the material. 

To put service before self, and to follow the Christ. 

To see the good in others and praise it. 

To keep my spirit sweet and allow it to grow. 

To have a seeing eye, a feeling heart, and a helping hand. 

To test the motives of my life and choose the best ones. 

To do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with my God. 

    

 

 

Food Pantry Update 

In March we served  

141 people feeding  

440 people! 

 

 

 

 Thank you   

for your donations. 
  

    

   

 

 

 

  

         
 

    

“Humble yourselves  

before the Lord,  

and He  

will lift you up.” 

 

 -James 4:10 

  

          
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME OUT FOR PRAYER 

 

Holy Spirit of God,  

great gift of Jesus our resurrected and exalted Lord,  

on the day of Pentecost you came to the Church 

as he promised, to abide with us forever. 

Come to us in your grace and power today, 

to make Christ real to us, 

to teach us more about him, 

and to deepen our trust in him; 

that we may be changed into his likeness 

and be his witnesses in the world, 

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

    -Unknown Author  
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Replacing Your Divots                   

 

In golf, even the most fluid, beautiful swing, leaves the ground marred.  A divot, or piece of 

sod, is taken from the ground and tossed some distance away.  It is good golf etiquette, to get 

the divot and replace it back into the hole from which it came; thus leaving a cleaner playing 

field for people to come. How many times in life, have we taken out a divot?  Perhaps we 

spoke curtly to a co-worker, or snapped at a family member.  Our actions, often through 

words, take a divot out of that relationship.  It is important to learn how to fix, or replace, those divots.   

 

My personal devotional this month is called “Master Strokes” by Gary D. York.  “Golfers will see the parallels 

between their favorite game and priority principles for living their spiritual life. Along with great stories, read-

ers will enjoy quotes from professionals and humorous observations on the game from famous people.”  The 

book opens with a chapter entitled “Know your Handicap,” which focuses on personal limitations, but my fa-

vorite so far is “Replace your Divots.”  Today, I am especially drawn to my personal divots, times when I have 

not forgiven myself.  I find it easy to forgive others, but I find it difficult to forgive myself.  Perhaps through 

this devotional I will begin to learn to forgive myself just as Christ has forgiven me.  

 

Jars of Clay is a contemporary Christian band who has written a song about forgiveness.  I have included an 

excerpt for you.  

 

Forgive Me 

By Jars of Clay 

 

For every town there is a crier 

Like a thief in every choir 

And when I think of the mistakes I've made 

All my transgressions on a big parade 

 

As far as the eye can see 

As deep as the heart can be 

Such an impossibility that you would forgive me Forgive me 

 

I wasted another year, waiting for the words 

For something to be more clear 

And now I'm so afraid, if I find the words to say 

Have I lost you anyway? 

 

'Cause I've found the words to say 

I've been thinking them for days 

 

My prayer is that we too will learn to forgive ourselves and continue to replace our divots. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Bethany Kirkpatrick 

Director of Music 
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Your Mission Committee at Work –  
  
The Mission Committee  met on April 22, 2012.     
  
Our Christmas Offering this year went to Preble Street; the total offering collected was 
$2,978.23.  This will be a blessing to all of the folks who rely on Preble Street for help and  
support.  Our thanks to all of you. 
 
Sock Sunday – The Mission Committee would like to thank the congregation for donating 
 socks on Sock Sunday for Preble Street.  We collected around 98 pairs of socks in the months  
of March and April.  Again thank you for your support for this donation. 
We received another thank you letter from Preble Street; the entire letter will be posted in the 
office and the Vestry.  (We are behind on posting the letters; they will be on the board soon.) 
   
The Food Pantry The Food Pantry continues to be very busy and serving more families every 
week. The cash flow is down this month, so  please keep them in your prayers. They do con- 
tinue to receive food donations, and they are very thankful for everyone’s support. 
The Food Pantry is always looking for the following items: canned soups, pasta, cereal, canned 
meats, vegetables, coffee, tea  etc 
 Gift cards are always a great way to help the Food Pantry.  Cards from Hannaford’s, Shaw’s,  
Wal-Mart or Target are appreciated. Please do not go over $25.00  
 
The Fuel Fund is also still taking donations - cash donations or your empty bottles or cans.  
Please call the office concerning cash donations or to pick up Clynk Bags. 
 
Supporting our Youth Group – we donated $230.00 for the Youth Group to take part in the 
Habitat for Humanity Lego Build, it was a fun time for our children. 
  
The Mission Committee wants to thank all of you for your generosity even when times are 
tough. You all are a blessing to our church and our community.  It is exciting and a blessing to 
see how many ways our congregation has reached out to so many people locally and through- 
out the world. 
 
The Mission Committee members are Christel Lewis-Brown, Ruth Bruns, Gail Dobriko, Brenda 
Harrison, Kathy Meserve and Lynn Roberge. 
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The End of the Story? 

 
As we left the young mouse and his new “friend” they were beginning to eat breakfast—a breakfast the  

young mouse had not planned on but, “right now” looked oh so good!  Hearing the direction to “Eat Up’  

From Mr. Ek , the mouse ate the cheese and crackers with some haste-it made his little belly feel much better.  

Then Mr. Ek bent down toward the mouse and spoke quietly. 

Looking the mouse right in the eye Mr. Ek said, “Remember I said I could use a friend down below? Well,  

now I will tell you what I have in mind. For years I have been keeping this church and its grounds in good  

repair. All the while I have done this alone-no one to talk to.” Mr. Ek came closer still, “Golly, he’s really big!” 

Thought the small mouse. Looking up at his breakfast mate’s face the mouse thought he saw Mr. Ek’s eyes 

twinkling brightly. Mr. Ek whispered very softly, “I need a helper, yes, but also I need a friend. Will you be  

that friend?” 

 

The young mouse was surprised. How in the world could this work he wondered, a 200 pound man and a five  

ounce mouse-huh! Some friendship! Now you and I really know that the man and the mouse speak or squeak 

in different ways. Still, in all, the mouse understood perhaps by the grace of the Almighty, so he just wiggled  

his head up and down (meaning yes). Then the twinkle in Mr. Ek’s eye ran down his nose and a tear dropped  

to the floor. A huge smile crossed his face! The mouse was glad, he started to glance around. All at once his  

head was dizzy, everything was spinning - - he found himself back in Mr. Ek’s shirt pocket- -  “Boy, he works  

fast,” thought the mouse! 

 

For the next hour the mouse rode around the entire church with Mr. Ek. All the work was explained and he 

started to wonder how it could all be accomplished. Finally the two new friends stopped in front of the altar. 

“This will be your job,” said the Sextant. Then he placed the mouse on the altar and picked up the candle- 

sticks. These candlesticks were made of a substance Mr. Ek called pewter. “These candlesticks are my most  

difficult task” said the Sextant. “They must be kept polished; I would be pleased if you would take on this job.” 

 

The mouse looked at the candlesticks, they were cast beautifully he thought. Again the new friend spoke, 

“I will supply you with what you need for the job. I believe your small feet will be just right to clean and  

polish the nooks and crannies that have given me fits for years. Will you accept the task? And, oh yes, I 

forgot to mention there is a small space in the back of my closet where you may live, food and heat included. 

There also is room for helpers if you find it necessary. 

 

At this point Ashby settled back. He looked at his four listeners; all was quiet. The younger mice looked 

stunned. No one spoke.  

“Well, what do you think of the story, you know, life with opportunities, quick changes, challenges and goals.  

Goals sometimes close or maybe farther away. Where do you think the story goes? What happens to our new  

friends now?” Ashby asked, “Any ideas?” 

 

The mice looked at each other. Each mouse had ideas of their own. Would you have ideas of your own if you 

were one of the mice? None of the listeners spoke - maybe no one wanted to be first. Then they all spoke at 

once; this resulted in a jumble of words ending with all four being quiet again. A short time passed, then Minnie  

Spoke slowly, “I know who the mouse is, it’s- - it’s- -” 

 

Let’s leave it there for now-the four young mice will thrash out ideas of their own and we may do the same. 

 

Love to all, 

Gramps 
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      KIDS PAGE 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE: 

 

Vacation Bible School: Our VBS theme was announced in church on Sunday, April 29th.  

“The Sky’s the Limit!”   Everything is possible with God. Church members are able to  

register during neighboring and at the church office.  Registration for non-church members  

will begin Monday, May 21st at the church office.  The VBS committee will also be very 

 grateful for any donations to the program.  There will be sign up sheets available at Neigh- 

boring during the next few weeks.  Dates for VBS this year are June 18th - 22nd. 

  

Volunteers needed! Continuing in the VBS vein, we are very much in need of adult volunteers, or older 

Youth who may not have participated in the last few years.  Specifically, we need a Leader for the Bible Ad-

ventures Station.  The two youth leaders who managed that station the last few years are not returning.  Both 

the Preschool and Craft station adult leaders need another older Youth or adult assistant.  In order to sustain 

this program in future years, the Committee needs support from the larger church family.  

  

Mission Project: The Sunday School is wrapping up their mission project for the second semester.  To raise 

money for the Heifer Project, the children used the Read to Feed forms.  The children will select how to sup-

port Project Heifer in Children's Church on May 6th.  The last semester mission project will support the Mid-

dle School participants in the Habitat for Humanity Spring Walks.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH NEWS 

Wayside Soup Kitchen Reminder: 

Date: Wednesday, May 2nd @ 4:00 to 7:30  

If you can't join us at 4:00 please come before 5:30 and plan    

on staying until 7:30 We need 14-16 youth volunteers and friends 

 are invited! Sign up is required - email Joanne Freeman 

 @ joannefreeman7@aol.com or sign up at church. 

 

HABITAT for HUMANITY PORTLAND INTERFAITH WALK  

 Date: Sunday, May 20th 

 Time: We'll gather at noonish for the BBQ Lunch 

 Walk Start Time: 1:00 

 Where: St Pius X Church 

 494 Ocean Avenue Portland 

 Distance: 4.5 miles 

 Invite friends! 

Sign up is required and send email to aeblanchard@rocketmail.com by Sunday,  

     May 13th Our Missions Committee has generously offered to pay the registration fee  

                per child fee. Fund raising is encouraged for each mile that you walk.   

 

 

mailto:joannefreeman7@aol.com
mailto:aeblanchard@rocketmail.com


Minister: Rev. Alfred Gagnon III 

Fred’s e-mail:  

RevFredGagnon@maine.rr.com 

Church email: fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Director of Music: Bethany Kirkpatrick 

Email-fccmusic@maine.rr.com 

Organist: Wendy Northrup  

Sun.School Superintendent:   

Trish Tremain  

Stephen Minister: Elizabeth Deal 

Administrative Assistant: Penny 

Hartman     

Church Clerk: Kristen Somerville 

Treasurer: Richard Libby  

Recording Treasurer: Chris Libby 

Newsletter Editor: Penny Hartman 

Moderator: Richard Somerville 

Committee Chairpersons 

Staff Information 

 

Church Council Chair:  

Richard  Somerville 

At-Large Council Members: 

Bob Barton, Joanne Brown & Lynne 

Herrman 

Christian Education:  Mardi Taft  

& Karen Holmes 

Diaconate: Andy Nichols 

Flowers: Caroline Dolan 

Membership: Pam Joy 

Missions: Brenda Harrison 

Music: Ellen Fitts-Byrne 

Nominating: Ruth Bruns 

Pastoral Relations: Susan Field-

ing & Christel Lewis-Brown 

Stewardship: Karen Jackson/Rob 

Willey 

Trustees: Cliff Colville 

Women’s Fellowship  President: 

Cynthia Chase 

Greeters  

 

May 6 - Cliff Colville 

 

May 13 - Men’s Fellowship 

 

May 20 - Cliff Colville 

 

May 27– Cliff Colville 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

 Monday-Friday   

 9:00am - 3:00pm  

Tel. - 883-2342    

 Fax - 883-9875 

            Church e-mail-    

      fccscar@ maine.rr.com 

Penny’s e-mail - 

fcchurch@maine.rr. 

Website: fccscarborough.com          
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Volunteers for MAY 

 

 

 

 

 
Ushers 

 

May 6– Cynthia Chase, Elizabeth Deal,    

        Andy Nichols, Elaine Sederlund 

 

May 13– Men’s Fellowship Group 

 

May 20–Diane Brown, Ruth Bruns 

        Barbara Grotton, Jerry Paradis 

 

May 27-Sharron Cygan, Elizabeth  

     Deal, Joan Deering, John Veltri 

 

 

  

 

Neighboring 

 

May 6– Cindy & MeganTaylor,   

             Barbara Grotton 

 

May 13– Men’s Fellowship Group 

 

May 20– Diane Brown 

 

May 27– No Neighboring today 

 

 

 

 

 

 Flowers for May 

 Marilyn Veltri 

 883– 3585 

Deacons of the month- 

Elizabeth Deal & Barbara 

Grotton 

 

Please speak to Joanne Brown, 

Elaine Sederlund or Melinda 

Coombs if you are able to help. 

The deadline for the 

 June Newsletter 

 is Tuesday, 

 May 15th 

 



 

              
                                                                      

 

 

Phone:   207-883-2342 

Fax:        207-883-9875 

E-mail:   fccscar@maine.rr.com 

    fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Web:     www.fccscarborough.com 
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SPAGHETTI SUPPER 

SATURDAY, MAY 12TH 

5:00-6:30PM 

 

ADULTS $8 / CHILDREN $4 

CHEF Michael Crowley 

Hope you can join us  

 Invite a friend or neighbor! 

 

 

A  P u b l i ca t io n  o f  F i r s t  C o n g reg a t io n a l  

C h u rch  o f  S ca rb o ro u g h ,  Ma in e   0 4 0 7 4      

 

 

 

Mailing Label 

 
 

NOTE: If you no longer wish to 

receive this monthly Newsletter, 

PLEASE mail your label to the 

church office, call the church 

office or send an e-mail message 

to fcchurch@maine.rr.com 

Thank you! 


