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May 24, 2020 
 

Reality Check 
Today we find ourselves in a similar situation as the first disciples in Acts 1, left still to wonder at what awaits us between our 
Lord’s ascension and His promised return. But we do not need to see Him with our eyes to know He is still with us, speaking to 
and strengthening us with His gift of salvation and eternal life. In Holy Baptism, Absolution, Communion, and the preaching of 
His Word, He gives us His mercy. In Jesus, our lives have been transformed. We are given power to avoid suffering from our 
own sinful passions to the blessed suffering that marks taking up our cross of faith and following Jesus. As the Day of Pentecost 
approaches, we will understand and believe by means of the Holy Spirit our unity with Christ and God the Father through faith in 
Him. 
 

Greeting/Announcements 
 

We Call Upon the Name of the Lord 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus  LSB 660 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 
Lift high His royal banner; 
    It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
    His army He shall lead 
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

 
3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 

 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Call for Confession 
P This joyful Eastertide 

    Away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the Crucified, 
    Has sprung to life this morrow. (LSB 482) 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
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C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

P Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life, in that hope we spend our days in joyful repentance and faith. Let us confess our 
sin, the sin that still so easily besets us, and receive the full forgiveness our Lord daily provides for us. 

C Had Christ, who once was slain, 
    Not burst His three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
    But now has Christ arisen, 
    arisen, arisen; 
    But now has Christ arisen! (LSB 482 refrain) 
 
We are Your baptized people. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us into our Easter joy. 

  

Lord, Have Mercy  LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

God Forgives Our Sins 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise: Eternal Father, Strong to Save  LSB 717 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain,  
 O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low;   
 Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 

Protect them by Thy guarding hand  
 From ev’ry peril on the land. 
 

3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent  
 To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might  
 Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

And keep them by Thy watchful care  
 From ev’ry peril in the air. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.  

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the 
Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ God Speaks to Us Through His Word + 
 

First Reading  Acts 1:12–26 
 Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey 
away. And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 
James. All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers. 
 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man 
bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 
And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, 
Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed 
and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, 
and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Scripture Song: Fight the Good Fight  LSB 664 
1 Fight the good fight with all your might; 

Christ is your strength, and Christ your right. 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Your joy and crown eternally. 

 
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 

Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. 
Life with its way before us lies; 
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

Text: Public domain 

 

God Speaks to Us Through His Apostle     1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But 
let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And 
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“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. . . . 
 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced 
by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

God Speaks to Us Through His Son  John 17:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had with you before the world existed. 
 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the 
words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are one.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  LSB 821 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
    His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
    Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 
2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

    Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
    Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him 
    When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: 
    “I am with you evermore”? 

Text: Public domain 

 

God Speaks to Us Through Pastor Bailes:  
"Where's Eternal Life? Look for Jesus"   John 17:1-11 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 
(Although we are not “passing the plate” at this time, you still have the opportunity to give your offering in two different 
ways.  The easiest and most secure way is to go to our website and give a one-time or recurring offering.  Or you can mail 
a check to the Church Office, attention “Financial Secretary.”  Psalm 54:6; 116:12-14, 17) 

 

Offertory Hymn: God of Our Fathers   Daniel C. Roberts 

1  God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 

 
3  From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 
4  Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 

Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine.                          Public Domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

Almighty and merciful God, we give thanks for Your mercy, especially for the salvation You have prepared for the whole 
world through the suffering and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Enable us to walk by faith, enduring all 
trials encountered because of that faith as we deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray that You rule and govern Your Holy Church throughout the world, granting Your blessing to all You have called to 
preach Your Holy Word, in order that we be preserved in the pure doctrine of Your saving Word, and that we bear witness to 
Your saving truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Give health, wisdom, and protection to all who are in authority of making, administering, and judging our laws in order that 
they rule according to Your goodwill and pleasure. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give Your comfort to all who are in trouble, want, sickness, peril of death, or any other adversity. Grant courage and 
steadfastness especially to those who suffer for Your name’s sake, that they receive and accept their afflictions in the 
confidence that You will acknowledge them as Your own. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

Individual petitions may be added here. 
  

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth who now rest from their 
labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: Onward, Christian Soldiers  LSB 662 
1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 
Christ, the royal master, 
    Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle 
    See His banners go! Refrain 

 
ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
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    Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 
    All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
    One in charity. Refrain 

 
3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
    Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never 
    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 
4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
    In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor 
    Unto Christ, the king; 
This through countless ages 
    Men and angels sing. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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