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Now when Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John
the Bap st, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15
He said to them, “But who do you say that
I am?”
16
Simon Peter replied, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah! For ﬂesh and blood has not
revealed this to you,
but my Father who is in heaven.
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So often we take for granted things that are
truly meaningful, enjoyable, important and
integral parts of our lives until they are taken away from us and we actually grieve
from the void. I would think that all of us
have experienced some of this during the
last 5 months in some fashion or another.

here or there or doing this
or that than what I am going through)., and has
paid the price for our
messes and given us His
righteousness as the Holy
Spirit leads us to internally digest and re- recognize what a wonderful Savior we have, how
constant, compassionate, patient, guiding,
caring, healing, faithful, forgiving, loving,
teaching, and the list of His attributes and
blessings goes on forever.

Not seeing or being with extended family,
missing coffee times, card games, seeing
whole faces without masks, hugs, hearty
laughs, eyes that twinkle, not gathering together for choir practice, gettin g together over a meal with friends, catching
up, doing our volunteer work, and the list
goes on and on are some examples of
changes we are trying to manage.

With this said, we are truly blessed to gather
together as we can around His Word and the
Sacraments as brothers and sisters in Christ
as we look higher and beyond, way beyond!
(without masks!)

Then in the midst of our mini pity party,
the vibrant words echo within our hearts
and minds IN ALL THINGS GIVE
THANKS!

We are hoping to continue the current schedule for services through August, but be alert
for emails from Pastor as we all know, for
things are in a state of flux, but the good news
is that God is in control!

Then our guilt leads us to it could always
be worse as w e tr uly kn ow and believe and just look around at the daily
numbers plastered on the tv screen that we
are almost numb to, forgetting they represent people just like you and me except in
much more trying circumstances..

It is God who makes…you stand firm in
Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of
ownership on us, and put His Spirit in
our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing
what is to come. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

I have been reminded in God’s Word we
are to be looking beyond, way beyond and
way higher above the stuff, and focusing
on our eternal joy that we have to
look forward to and is all sum m ed up
in CHRIST. He suffered beyond measure,
took all our messes, our whining, and selfish wishing, and “druthers” ( I’d ruther be

Thanks be to God!
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Dear Living Savior Family,

body and blood on a regular schedule
once again. Further, every-Sunday worship and communion may resume in August. Watch for details. God has blessed
us as we have avoided getting each other
sick...so far. As we migrate back to every
-Sunday worship, please continue your
vigilance with regard to facial coverings
and spacial distancing whenever inside
church buildings.

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope this Second Quarter update finds you, your family
and friends doing well. Only a few weeks
ago many of us knew no one who had the
Corona virus nor anyone who had even
been exposed; Not the case today. However, though I am aware of Living Savior
members who have been exposed to the
virus, I am not aware of any member who
has or has had the virus. That is a very
good thing and speaks volumes about the
precautionary measures we are taking to
avoid getting sick. Please continue your
vigilance.

Face Masks at Church - Please, whenever entering our church buildings, wear a
face mask. While a mask provides some
protection for you, your mask is more
about the protection of people around
you. Yes, I am aware of the pros and
cons. I am also aware that most of us
would rather not wear masks. But for
now, given the apparent proliferation of
the virus, we are ASKING you to be
courteous and considerate. Wear a face
covering in worship, with the exception
of the sermon time, as directed by Pastor
Bailes. This requirement is coming from
LSLC leadership (including, but not exclusively from our Pastor). It is not intended to be a heavy-handed mandate.
We will remove this mask requirement
as things change. Maybe we can celebrate that day by burning our face
masks.

Well, the dates for our planned third 2020
Church Council and Voter's meetings were
July 11 and 12. Because of the continuing
threat posed by the Covid-19 pandemic,
these meetings did not occur. Further, I
know of no pending business that would
call for Council or Voter's meetings. These
are indeed unprecedented times. While our
ministry has been affected, here are a few
things that are going on.
In-Person Worship and Communion Resumed - Living Savior was
one of the first churches in the District to reopen in-person worship services. In fact, many churches have
not reopened. While we are not yet
able to worship together as we did
pre-Corona Virus, we are worshipping our Lord and partaking of His

Online Services - Pastor Bailes continues
to amaze as our online worship services
keep getting better and better. We are
so fortunate to have a Pastor with his
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preaching and teaching skills as well
as his technical skills, attention to detail and quest for excellence. Folks,
Pastor has worked very hard and put
in many hours for our benefit.

(C

’ )

Financial Condition - Living Savior parishioners, have responded as they have
been blessed, even in these uncertain
times. Our accounts are solid, there is
money in the bank, bills are paid and we
have been able to continue our mission
commitment and help locally with our
resources. Attached is the quarterly financial report fr om Tr ea su r er
Pete Hames showing details. Further,
the routine annual financial audit called
for in our Bylaws was conducted July 22,
2020. Official findings will be reported
in next Quarter's update letter. The audit is routine. We anticipate only verification of our good practices and records.

Live Streaming is Coming to LSLC Currently, our recorded online services come at a significant cost of
time. Pastor spends upward of 7-10
hours per week recording and editing
these services; not including the time
to research, learn and apply new
techniques and equipment. Mark
Dinning and Pastor are working on
expanding our audio/visual capabilities such that we can watch and hear
a worship service as it is being conducted. Yes, we will still need to access the service online and yes, we
will still be able to watch (at our convenience) a service that has been recorded and posted earlier. The difference between watching "live streaming" and "online recordings" is in the
word "LIVE". We will be able to
watch a live service with people in
attendance, singing and participating. And, since the recording is done
live, the 7-10 hours of recording and
editing goes away. Thanks go out to
Joyce Fangmann. A substantial contribution toward the cost of the live
streaming equipment will come from
husband Ron's memorial fund.

New Garage: Good News and "OK"
News - The good news is that construction on our new garage is nearing completion and what a great and needed
storage addition to our plant. The "OK"
news is that when we went from a simple single-story, substantially DIY garage to a two story facility that required
unanticipated additional design/
engineering, slab work, materials and
labor, we overran our $30k budget. In
fact, when electricity, water and landscaping are added, the cost will approach twice the anticipated $30k. Do
we have a great facility? Yes. Do we need
it? Yes. Were quality materials used?
Yes. Was quality work done? Absolutely! Are we able to pay for it? Yes, and
with a substantial (over $70k) Church
Extension Fund (CEF) building fund
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balance after bills are paid.
Old Baptist Church Disrepair - Th r ee
weeks ago, we sent a letter to the Montgomery Historical Society, owner of the
Old Baptist Church at the corner of Caroline and Pond Streets. The letter
brought attention to several neglected
maintenence items at that facility
(cleaning, rotten siding and door panels,
roofing repair, poorly kept grounds).
Our concern is that the close proximity
of that facility may lead Living Savior
visitors or passers-by to think Living
Savior is neglecting the property. We
are awaiting reply.

Church Office has Re-closed - In
April, we closed the Church office in
observance of the State Covid-19
guidelines. We reopened the office
as of June 14th and some things
were getting back to a semblance of
normalcy. However, as the resurgence of Covid-19 hit very close to
home, the decision was made to
again close the office until further
notice. Phone messages are still being answered. Work is still getting
done. So, don't hesitate to call the
office (936-597-8013). Further, feel
free to contact either Lindsay
(office@livingsaviortexas.org), Pastor (drbailes@livingsaviortexas.org)
or any Elder if you need anything.
The situation is being monitored
and barring unexpected changes, the
office is expected to reopen Monday,
August 3rd.

"Paychex" has Come - Before you get too
excited, let me explain. Paychex Payroll
Solutions is a human resources contractor focused on the church staff payroll
function. Paychex will take over most of
the payroll functions and subsequent responsibilities currently shouldered by
Living Savior parishioners. Once set up,
and for a very reasonable fee, Paychex
will pay our staff, assure payroll taxes
and other employee-directed deductions
are managed, allow employee checks to
be direct deposited and provide valuable
reporting functions that can quickly and
accurately respond to requests from the
IRS or other regulating agencies.
Paychex comes highly recommended by
Concordia Technology Solutions. Further, several Lutheran churches have
been successfully using Paychex for
many years. Thanks to Eric Yeager for

Lightning Strike Resolution - Some
will recall that the main church
building was struck by lightning in
late April just before Easter. The
event damaged several components
of our electrical system including audio/visual equipment and the carillon. Thanks to Mark Dinning, Board
of Trustees, Pastor and others for restoration. The Board of Trustees are
working on insurance reimbursement.
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much work and many hours on this
project.
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meeting at the time of this writing, but
watch "Notes for Today" for future
plans.

Prayer Requests - Judy Kutach and
Pastor Bailes have continued to present us with prayer requests. Prayer
is beneficial for the individual(s) being prayed for and the individual offering the prayer. Take every chance
you get to talk to our Heavenly Father.

Elders - The Elders continue to check on
members, offer assistance and sometimes just visit. So far this year,
$3,000.00 has been donated to the
Montgomery County Food Bank from
our Love Fund as well as other disbursements for individual assistance. Do not
hesitate to call your Elder with family
news, special prayer requests, if you or
someone you know has special needs, or
just to talk. If not sure who your assigned Elder is, call Head Elder Dick
Wiese at (832)721-2107. Dick can help.

Quarterly Board Reports
The Corona Virus pandemic has affected
all of our planned Board activities. However, the following are ministry areas where
activity has taken place this quarter.

Evangelism and Missions - This Board
met recently to plan to represent LSLC
in Montgomery's 4th of July Freedom
Fest. The event was cancelled due to
Covid-19 resurgence. The Board has
been working on advertising LSLC to the
community. If you visit Phil's Roadhouse Cafe, you may see an LSLC advertisement on the tabletop. And, ads have
been placed in the Montgomery County
Relocator Guide. John Walling is working on our ability to do bulk mailings to
the community to announce special services and for upcoming special events.
Oktoberfest plans are also in the works.

Christian Growth - Over 30 children
were signed up for an online version
of VBS this year. The theme appropriately reminded everyone involved
that "Jesus Helps Us Do Hard
Things". If you have not seen the
video, you are missing a treat. Cheryl
Bailes coordinated VBS, with the help
of several volunteers. VBS took in donations totaling over $200.00. These
were forwarded to the Montgomery
County Food Bank. Cheryl and the
Board continue to provide weekly
materials to the parents of Sunday
School-age children in spite of the
pandemic. The Thursday Ladies Bible
Study group met during the 2nd
Quarter either in-person or via virtual ZOOM meetings. This group is not

Trustees - Our Tr ustees ar e m akin g
sure our church buildings and grounds
are being kept up. Mike Newman and
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Marshal Hodge make frequent
walkthroughs. Further, the Security
Committee continues to complete
plans for the year to harden our facilities. Both, the Sanctuary building
and the Fellowship Hall building
alarm systems are up and running.
In addition to inputting the correct
door code to unlock the doors, you
will need to immediately enter the
code to disarm the alarm as soon as
you walk in. For obvious reasons,
everyone will not be given the codes.
Roger Bartel and the Security Team
will work up an initial list of those
who will need the codes (Trustees,
Security Team, Pastor, Cheryl, Lindsay, Counters, etc.) Others will need
to submit an application to Roger
and the Security Team who, along
with the Board of Trustees, will review and approve/disapprove issuance of codes.

(C

’ )

celled all remaining summer camp
weeks which affects the 9 people from
LSLC registered to attend our Sunday
School Retreat. We are hoping to reschedule the retreat in September.
Again, watch for details in Notes for Today.
Regarding Camp Lone Star, this facility relies on proceeds from camper fees and
donations for its continued operation.
The epidemic has halted one of these
revenue streams, so your donations to
LOMT are particularly appreciated at
this time. The address for Camp Lone
Star is 2016 Camp Lone Star Road, LaGrange, Texas 78945.
You can see that, while Satan would obviously
prefer otherwise, ministry at Living Savior is
indeed happening. You may have already read
about some of the above in our weekly "Notes
for Today" which is available on our website. I
encourage you to read these "Notes" to stay
abreast of current Living Savior's happenings.
Another great source for information is
LSLC's Newsletter. Eric Yeager does a super
job of putting our Newsletter together.

Youth - The epidemic has taken its toll
on all youth plans as well. The July 12
-19 mission trip to Guatemala was
cancelled except for a "Virtual" trip
attended by Gary and Linda Mattfeld.
Another "Virtual" trip is scheduled
for August 2-9 where everyone from
LSLC can attend. This is for all ages.
Click on this link to register: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0448AEAB2DAAFB6-virtual .
Watch for more specifics later this
week. Also, Camp Lone Star has can-

Please continue to make "care calls" and encourage one another. Call a church friend (or
two) today just to say hello, check on them
and let them know they are important to you.
One-on-one contact is important and is indeed a way for us to make "an eternal impact
today through the love of Jesus Christ".
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Stay in the Word daily, trust His promises,
care for your neighbors as God presents
opportunities and pray. God will indeed
deliver us and will continue to work good
out of bad for us. If you have questions
and/or concerns, please call or text me anytime at (218) 221-0699. Also know that,
though the church office is closed, you can
still reach Lindsay and or Pastor Bailes at
the office number (936-597-8013) or you
can contact Pastor directly at 936-5219389.

Jack Heintschel, Jr.
President, Living Savior Lutheran Church
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Ladies' Bible Study - The Thursday Morning Ladies' Bible study will not be
mee ng in August. Hopefully we will be able to meet again in September. For
more informa on about the Ladies' Bible study, contact Annet Riley
at asriley@ymail.com or (713) 598-2556.
Lunch Bunch - Lunch Bunch will not meet in August. God willing, it will resume
on September 3.
Mite Sunday - Sunday, August 2, is Mite Sunday. If you come to church, please
bring your mites and put them in the big mite box. If you are s ll sheltering in
place at home, please con nue to feed your mite box. If you don't have a mite
box, you can s ll help support LWML mission projects by pu ng money aside
for mites and dropping it in the big mite box on the ﬁrst Sunday of the month.
Don't forget to put eight dimes in your dime stocking or container.
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August Mite Mission Grant
Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia:
Mission Central ($100,000)
Asia is a harvest ﬁeld ripe for the gospel. Women in Mission realize that our
grants to missionaries in the ﬁeld bring God’s Word to a dying world. Asia is
predominately secular with Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu and other false religions.
Throughout Taiwan, Thailand, Hong Kong, Macau and Southeast Asia, ten women do various mission works such as
teaching, acts of mercy and witnessing
the gospel. Some have husbands and
families working alongside of them
while others work with a team or
alone. One missionary teaches 242 students about Jesus in Taiwan while another has served for 10 years plan ng
seeds of mercy and witnessing in
Southeast Asia. Whether teaching English as a Second Language in Thailand The pure joy of children at Concordia Midle School, Taiwan
or building rela onships to open doors
for sharing the gospel, each woman in the
mission ﬁeld helps in the growth God’s Kingdom. This grant will help support these women in their unique mission se ng in Asia.
WHEREAS, the Women in Mission of the
LWML are eager to fulﬁll their mission statement to assist and enable every woman of
the LCMS to use her gi s in ministry to the
people of the world; and
A sweet child learns about Jesus in her own
language.
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August Mite Mission Grant:
Touching the Living Word
Lutheran Braille Workers
WHEREAS, women doing missionary work in Asia are
"ready and willing to give a reason for the hope they
have ..." (1 Peter 3:15) to the hungry souls lining up
to receive hope and truth in Christ, and whose given
talents in the ﬁeld include nurses, managers, teachers, coordinators, and deaconesses; and
WHEREAS, the cost to support any missionary, let
alone their projects of the heart is at least $50,000 a
year; and
WHEREAS, this gi will be used to support our sisters in their unique mission in Asia or to help keep
them there or get them there; and

Learnng that ‘God Made Me Special’

WHEREAS, Mission Central will correspond with these missionary women so
they can do their very best for their Lord and Savior, Jesus, in Asia with help
from LWML; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the delegates gathered at the
2019 Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League Conven on in Mobile, Alabama, vote the sum of
$100,000 to help fund
Women’s Witness and
Mercy Asia.

A room ﬁlled to hear the Gospel Story.
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Online with Living Savior
Online Oﬀerings are a quick and easy way to con nue contribu ng to your church, while
we are all worshipping at home and apart.
Dona ng online is easy :
 Open our website at livingsaviortexas.org
 For Help, select Oﬀerings, then any one of
three videos
 To Make a Dona on, select Oﬀerings, then
press the Give Now bu on
 Select Sign In / Sign Up to create your account
 Select a Fund, dona on frequency and
amount
You can save money for yourself and the
church, if you donate using the eCheck
op on. Credit or Debit cards incur about twice
the processing fee of eChecks.
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I N O U R P R AY E R S

Cancer/Long-Term Illness
Jan Baker (Joice Fangmann's sister) stomach cancer
Gloria Boddeker (Anita Lee’s mom) long-term health care
Danny Bond (Donna Bond’s son) treatment for liver disease

Healing/Surgery/Hospitalization

Steve Brown (Darlene’s son) ongoing therapy for injuries after a

Bryan Couvillion (Micki Lineberger’s nephew) several

Barbara Hammond (Vahrenkamps’ Aunt) bone cancer &

surgeries related to rhabdomyolysis after Covid-19 infection

motorcycle accident

chemo treatments

Kathy Edmonds (Mattfelds’ friend) oral cancer

Stephanie Henry (Henschel’s daughter) dealing with Lupus

Joe Henschel testing and preparation for dental surgery

John Hudson (Dennis Bohman’s cousin) being treated for Parot-

Dolly Iselt adjusting to new medications to treat pulmonary
hypertension

Juanita Machada (Carmen Machada’s mother-in-law) in
hospice due to cancer

Warren Richards going through home-based physical
therapy

Nancy Timmer (John Puffer’s sister) rehab and recovery

id gland cancer

Everett Itschner (Shoppes’ great-nephew) dealing with RSV and
heart irregularity

Bill McCalister (Dianna Wood’s brother) Parkinson’s Disease
Jo McCalister (Dianna Wood’s sister-in-law) ongoing weakness
and fatigue from an unknown cause

after hip surgery

Patricia Minor (Valerie Krizan’s mother) congestive heart failure

Pregnancy/Birth

Joanne Musule (Stefflers’ extended family) breast cancer

Chris and Alex Yeager (Eric and Susie Yeager’s son and

Donald Oakley (Bruce Shutt’s brother-in-law) multiple myeloma

daughter in law) who are expecting.

Bart Powell treatments for cancer & pain management

Military (at home and stationed
overseas)

Butch Robertson (Steffler’s friend) treatments for cancer

Everett Lake Hames (Hames’ grandson) basic training

Rick Schoppe healing of cancer

in Great Lakes Naval Training Center

Clara Rosales (Ivonne Gourlay’s sister)-stage 4 brain cancer

James Hollis basic training in Fort Jackson, SC

Al Schuller skin cancer and breathing difficulties

Andrew Knauf (Nyes’ grandson) prayers of protection

Kenneth Stephenson (Sylvia Bailes’ brother) recovery from
oral cancer surgery

Elaine Walquist (Pr. Walquist’s wife) intestinal cancer
Death (comfort for family/friends of
the departed)

Cindy Pratis (Debra Demery’s sister) Lung Cancer

Family and friends of Joanne Sedgwick (Pr. Don Goulay’s sister)
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Brian Dawson
Jamie Hollis
Kathlyn Cirtaus
Kiley Sanders
Timmy Taylor
Charlo e Wilson
Rebekah Rios
Edward Langlois
Carlee Thomas
Claudia Downing
Layne Bautz
Judy Kutach
Romain Godfrey
Maya S lle
Chris Cheatham
Susan Barnes
Clay Hegar
Michelle Lowery
Tara Wunderlich
Carson Doty

John and Shirley Burg
Mark and Kathy Lamprecht
Doyle and Sharon Hayslip
Ronald and Prissy McEachern
Peter and Suzann Hames
Steve and Jill Simonsen
Tom and Nancy Ayres
Jerry and Patricia Ferguson
Earl and Bonnie McCaleb
Tim and Rosa Yolich
John and Wanda Puﬀer
Warren and Julia Richards

8/6
8/7
8/9
8/10
8/14
8/15
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/22
8/26
8/31
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8/1
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/4
8/4
8/6
8/7
8/7
8/8
8/8
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/17

Paul Downing
Michelle Lineberger
Lisa Schoppa
Suzanne Brooks
Cody Mold
James Hadley
Jim Lipsey
Jerry Ferguson
Kelly Barnes
Cierra Larkin
Nane e Dodd
Jayden Wiese
Velma Powell
Robbie Ackerly
Al Schuller
Doug Krenz
Sarah Wieghat
Doyle Hayslip
Sco Middleton

8/18
8/18
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/21
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/25
8/25
8/25
8/27
8/28
8/28
8/28
8/31
8/31

