OFFICER AND
A GENTLEMAN

When Robin Martinelli became a
single mom at age 20, she urgently
needed one thing: health insurance.
She visited a sheriff she knew for
advice and left with a job as a deputy.
Robin turned out to be a natural, but
the 12-hour shifts didn’t jibe with
being the mom her son needed.
Coleman was hyperactive, and
full-time day care was tough for him.
Understanding as her commanding
officers were, they couldn’t let Robin
walk beats with a toddler in tow.
Looking for a more family-friendly
career, she found one when she hired a
process server to obtain some of
Coleman’s medical records. Robin
talked the company into taking her on
as a trainee on her days off. After two
years of working two gigs, she finished
her on-the-job training, quit the
sheriff’s department and opened her
own company, Coleman and Associates.

OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD

Coleman went to work with his mom
almost every day. Process serving was
an adventure for him. “We would track
down people at the gas station, church,
their girlfriend’s house,” says Robin.
“It was perfect for a kid with attention
problems.” But some of the recipients
of subpoenas, summonses and
complaints were uncooperative. “Once
a man came out with his Rottweiler,”
Robin recalls. “The dog was faster than
he was, so I threw the papers, grabbed
Coleman and ran for our car.” Robin
had kept the car running. “The dog was
clawing at the door,” she recalls.

Robin realized that in addition to a
job that let her make her own schedule,
she needed something less prone to
confrontation—and more lucrative.
Also, her family was about to grow.
Robin had been volunteering as a
baseball coach, and several boys on her
team insisted on introducing her to a
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widower from their church. On her
32nd birthday, Gwinnett County Police
Department Corporal Doug Martinelli
showed up for a game. The two were
married six months later. She adopted
his two daughters, and he adopted her son.

FAMILY AND FORTUNE

As Coleman had a decade earlier, all
three kids now inspired Robin to make
another change, to become a private
investigator. Robin studied, trained and
earned her individual license in 1999,
“Sure enough, within weeks I secretly
filmed while we were out ‘shopping,’
and snapped photos of a cheating
husband while we were ‘looking for our
lost dog.”” Soon surveillance was the
shared family pastime.

Growing a business together
turned out to be a perfect way to build
a new family, says Robin, since you
have to share goals and be a team.
When eldest daughter Kristi turned
18, she earned her PI license, most
likely becoming the youngest PI in
Georgia. The other two Martinelli kids
followed suit, as did Robin’s mother,
Connie, now 70, making her among
the oldest PIs in the state.

Coleman recently returned from a
tour in Afghanistan with the marines
and is working as a PI with Robin.
Kristi, an aspiring police officer, is a
process server for her mom, and Kelly
is a supply specialist in the army. “It’s
not surprising they're all choosing
work where you have to have your
brother’s back. That's a core value they
were raised on,” says Robin. “I hope
they also learned that it doesn’t take a
lot of money, just determination, to
turn a dream into a reality.”

By Amanda Robb



g

1n

7

K
od

gth
yWO

Iri

e
-,

m=

——

s
Hes)
T

USA $3.89

ARCH 201%



LOYE AND RELATIONSHIPS

EDITED BY CLAIRE McINTOS 1

[ ] Sdie
Don’t Rule Out a Criminal Past
n S Charlotte Bedford, attorney. New York City
1 spent two months in 2009 dating the Kindest person.
: ; lv ; This tall. handsome. chureheoing. intellicent brother

: e 2 ety P S TR had s good job and a close Eumilv. 1 do not make 2 habit
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been incarcerated wanted 1o know the charoes auainst
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whose status qowngr“ fi
dude—had served two pr isct
terms, I was f_abberg sted.
On our next date, he said, “I
wanted to talk to you abo ut
that, It was from mistales I
made long ago.” He still
lind, generous person —just
not for me.

Don’t Break the Law
Playing Gumshoe
Sedgrid Lawis, Spy Shop
owner, Atlanta

Create a Date-a-base
Maria Codler, creator of In-
vesticlate workshops/
investigative journalist.
New York Cft

reate one e-mail ac-

GOTCHA!
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these singles’
sleuthing
turned up
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Share the
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on Prosp ect:

if, heaven forbid, somet
goes wrong, mey I know
where to lool for clues, If
dating offline, e-mail infor-
mation to yoru L 1L
Do not youu, LE os online,
step 2: If using free Web sites
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person, be a filmgoer. Change

your age, neighhorhood and
Jjob. If someone responds to
both ads, he/she should pres-
ent himself/herself as the
same person. Checl
photos are the same—watch
for bait and switch. Mever
respond as the control poster.
If you think you've e-mailed
with someone before, paste in
his/her e-mail to search your

date-a-base or try key words. -

Know When to
Hire a Pro

f his/her

“I searched his ai s and
found out his las
to a site called Mugshots
photo, name and location
After plugging in his ca:
llearned he had been arrested
check fraud chsz
communicatic
Atlanta

name. It led me
m! His
atched.
2 number,

s. | stopy
Tiffarni, 34,

Be Frugal: Use Googile
Darlene Adams, contri-
buting author io Romantic

Deception: The Six Signs
He's Lying (CreateSpacs)
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the name. It%s also a goc
to search previous resid
I search the e-mail adds
telephone number and :
address, Some

brm:, up poqtm 2s made
line. Check local newsp:
archives, You can possil
information about the
activities in the commu
including criminal actis

business and checked out the
comments. One customer com
plained that a pre iuct he had
Ordpred wa

problr’m If he's that callou

want to date him.”

~Rebecc

Knoxville, Tenn.




