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Festivities at Lewis and Clark’s Kaw Point 
 
An annual festival at the site where the Lewis and Clark 
explorers camped in 1804 at the confluence of the Missouri 
and Kansas rivers was recently the gathering spot for 
members of the Missouri-Kansas Riverbend Chapter of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation’s Southern Prairie 
Region. 
 
The Fairfax Festival was held October 7 at the Lewis and 
Clark Historic Park at Kaw Point in the Greater Kansas City 
Metropolitan Area. About 200 community members attended 
the festival. The name “Kaw Point” originated from the 
nickname for the Kansas River: Kaw River. 
 
The site was where the Lewis and Clark explorers arrived on 
June 26, 1804, and made camp for three nights for a respite 
after their 400-mile sweat-filled, back-breaking, arduous 
journey up the Missouri River from Camp Dubois, where they 
had spent the winter of 1803-04 near St. Louis.   
 
Today, the 10-acre park features educational kiosks about the 
expedition; a small amphitheater where limestone block seats 
are carved with the name of individual explorers; and a loop walking trail winding through 
beautiful cottonwood trees. Some of the park remains in a natural state with native 
wildflowers and plants that Riverbend members have helped to plant and maintain. 
 
Named after the nearby Fairfax industrial area, the 
Fairfax Festival featured live music, local foods, 
raffles, games, and historical boat rides offered by 
Healthy Rivers Partnership. A big attraction was an 
afternoon flyby by a World War II North American 
B25-D Mitchell Bomber plane, built in the 1940s in a 
plant in the Fairfax industrial area. The bomber was 
one of 10,000 B25-Ds constructed in the U.S. and 
used to fight on every battle front in the war. 
 
A favored destination in the park for festival-goers 
was a riverbank larger-than-life black metallic relief 
of Lewis and Clark. The relief is where most park 
visitors go to take selfies. 
 
The relief was created by the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers for a traveling exhibit during the 2003-06 National Lewis and Clark Bicentennial 
Celebration. After the bicentennial was over, the Corps asked the Riverbend Chapter 
president, Dan Sturdevant, if the nonprofit group would like to have the relief. The answer, 
of course, was yes, and chapter members reviewed local sites related to the expedition 
and  
Learn about Lewis and Clark’s time at the confluence 

• June 26, 1804: A wild river ride and rattlesnake. 

• June 27, 1804: Defensive wall and celestial observations. 

• June 28, 1804: Local natives. Includes short narrative. 

• June 29, 1804: Whiskey and court martial. Short narrative.  

 
A sight that Lewis and Clark would 
never have imagined at Kaw 
Point: A tiger and expedition 
member Cpl. Richard Warfington. 
Warfington was portrayed by re-
enactor DeWayne Knott. Photo by 
Mary Lee Sturdevant. Learn more 
about Warfington… 

 
Riverbend members (from left) Kay Schaefer, 
Dan Sturdevant and Fred Schaefer at the Lewis 
and Clark metal relief at the confluence of the 
Missouri and Kansas (also known as “Kaw”) 
rivers. Photo by Mary Lee Sturdevant. 

 

https://kansas.sierraclub.org/07-21-featured-lewis-and-clark-national-historic-trail-kaw-point-park/
https://kansas.sierraclub.org/07-21-featured-lewis-and-clark-national-historic-trail-kaw-point-park/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_River
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/18040626
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/18040627
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/18040628
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/18040629
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/2573
http://www.lewis-clark.org/article/2573
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• The Threat at Kaw Point. Article by Dan Sturdevant, published in We Proceeded On, 
journal of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

During the Fairfax Festival, 
Healthy Rivers Partnership 
offered boat rides from Kaw 
Point, allowing interesting 
views of bridges and other 
sites along the Missouri River. 
Photos: (left) red cranes used 
for constructing a new bridge 
to replace the Buck O’Neil 
Bridge shown in the photo; 
(right) the Bond Bridge over 
the Missouri River; and (left 
below) the Town of Kansas 
Bridge. Photos by Dan 
Sturdevant.  

 

 
The lady and the explorers: Riverbend member Mary 
Lee Sturdevant at the metal relief of Lewis and Clark. 
Photo by Dan Sturdevant. 

 

https://www.lewisandclark.org/wpo/pdf/vol41no1.pdf#page=23

