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We have a new ﬁxture in the sanctuary – an eternal light. The tradi>on of having
an eternal light or ﬂame in holy places goes back to the story of the Exodus. God
gives Moses instruc>ons to command the Israelites to bring pure clear olive oil
to keep a lamp burning con>nually before the place where the ark of the
covenant resides (Exodus 27:20-21). Since biblical >mes God’s people have lit an
eternal ﬂame ﬁrst in the desert tabernacle, then in the Jerusalem Temple, and
ﬁnally in local synagogues where people gather for Sabbath worship.
The followers of Jesus carried on the tradi>on of the eternal ﬂame. In Roman
Catholic churches the light burns near “the tabernacle” – a receptacle for the
reserved sacrament (speciﬁcally consecrated bread and wine leVover from the
Eucharist). Some Episcopal and Lutheran churches have a similar prac>ce.
At St. Stephen’s we do not have a tabernacle, nor do we reserve the sacrament.
For us, the eternal light is a reminder that Christ is the light of the world
(John 8:12), shining always within and around us, here in this place and
everywhere. The eternal light also reminds us of our bap>smal voca>on to let our inner light shine by
doing good works that show forth Christ’s love for all people without excep>on, and give glory to
God (MaZhew 5:16).
The decision to include an eternal light in our sanctuary is a response to requests from some
members. The decision was made by the the Worship and Music Ministry Team and the Ministers of
the Table who will maintain it. We are all very grateful to the families of Jennie Davis, Burge
Petersen, and Bob Westercamp for providing memorial funds to cover the purchase of this new
ﬁxture. We hope to dedicate the eternal lamp during our Easter services.
Join us for Holy Week Services as we con>nue to walk in the footsteps
of Jesus to the cross and into the resurrec>on.
Maundy Thursday, March 24, 6:30pm
Absolu>on, Foot Washing & Holy Communion
Good Friday, March 25, 6:30pm
Tenebrae Service
Holy Saturday Vigil, March 26, 6:30pm
Cantata: The Highest Place – Love’s Story Told
Easter Sunday, March 27, 8:00 & 10:30am
Easter Breakfast 9:15am
Easter Egg Hunt 10:00am
Blessings on your journey,
Pastor Ritva

Growing Our Mission:
Strategic Working Groups
Youth Ministry
Status Update: This group has completed initial
interviews with all three applicants for the
Youth Director’s position. Two of the applicants
have been invited for a second interview during
which the team will observe them leading a
lesson and activity for our middle and high
school youth. The team expects to hire a Youth
Director by the end of April.
Members: David Hebrink, DeeAnn Hebrink, John
Hebrink, Emma Israel (Council), Amy Kuhn, Karen
Vander Sanden, Olivia Vander Sanden (Council
Youth Rep).

Small Group Ministries
Status Update: This group is struggling to ﬁnd a
>me when everyone can meet. Members of
this group have met twice, the whole group
once. An informa>onal “coﬀee shop” evening
has been tenta>vely scheduled for Thursday,
April 28. Look for more informa>on to come
aVer Easter.
Members: Norm Barnes, Jonathan Chambers, Barbara
Kusler, Terri Petersen, Tim Sagers, Jeanne Towell
(Council)

Invi=ng Others to Join Our Story
Status Update: This group has completed an
inventory of all the ways we currently “invite”
others to join us, and brainstormed a
comprehensive list of ways that we
communicate the story of St. Stephen’s.
Members of the group are reaching out to
other churches (to avoid duplica>on of
ministries, and explore possible coopera>ve
ventures); are working to iden>fy a possible

video team and contac>ng local media
outlets; and looking at how we can improve
our welcome to visitors.
Members: Paul Below (Secretary), Mark Howland
(Chair), Emily Robins (Council), Jonathan Chambers,
Bob Streeper, Terri Petersen, Kenn Nye

Neighborhood Ministry
Status Update: Members of this group have
reached out to Waypoint, Calvin Sinclair
Presbyterian Church, and All Saints, and are
working on sejng up mee>ngs aVer Easter to
assess neighborhood needs and explore
possible joint ventures.
Members: Jonathan Chambers, Bob Streeper, Melanie
Ostmo (Council), John Williams, Mark Howland

Space Study
Status Update: This group started by walking
through the building and iden>fying areas that
need aZen>on. Their experiment with
rearranging the furniture in the narthex is
receiving posi>ve comments. We see people
u>lizing the cafe tables every Sunday to visit
with one another. The group is exploring a
more permanent coﬀee bar for the narthex,
reorganizing the fellowship hall to provide
beZer access to the restrooms, gejng
es>mates for renova>ons that do not require
expanding the building. You will be hearing
much more from this group as they con>nue
their work.

Members: Vicki Hyland, Emma Israel
(Secretary/Council), Kathy Nathan, Ken Nathan
(Council), Ev Petersen, Vicar Luci Sesvold, Aaron Tank
(Council), Matt Weber.

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 7:00PM
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Earth Day
You may or may not have
realized that Earth Day occurs
in April. My earliest Earth Day
memory is from my
Kindergarten year. My teacher
had a craV in mind. She had
sent notes home, weeks prior,
to bring a plain white (or light)
colored t-shirt for the Earth Day project. An>cipa>on was high for days while we tried to
guess what we would be doing.
Finally, the day arrived and we were called one
by one to the craV sta>on. We were screen
prin>ng a world image on our t-shirts! There
were two stencils, one for blue, one for green,
and we were encouraged to put on the ink and
squeegee it across the stencil. I remember the
joy and honor of being trusted with such an

important, and poten>ally messy, craV. I
remember wan>ng to be so very careful to get it
just right. I remember the pride I felt while
wearing this t-shirt that I made, even though it
was my dad’s old shirt and huge on me.
It’s been nearly 25 years since I made this Earth
Day shirt, and the memories s>ll have a major
impact on me. The feelings of an>cipa>on,
surprise, joy, honor, trust, protec>on, and pride.
What would it mean if we each had those
feelings, not just on Earth Day, but every day of
the year? What if we looked at God’s crea>on
the same way that six-year-old me looked at that
t-shirt? What impact would we have if we cared
for crea>on this way?
Blessing to you and Happy Earth Day!

Vicar Luci Sesvold

Lay Internship Commi1ee Wants Your Feedback
Our Lay Internship CommiUee – MaU Weber, Dan Husmann, Leslie Hyland, AusVn Hebrink, Mary Tank, and
Carole Butz (Chair) – meets each month to support Vicar Luci through her Internship year at St. Stephen's. Please
contact a member of the commiUee or e-mail Carole mccsbutz@gmail.com with any feedback you might have as
Vicar Luci conVnues to progress through her year with us.

Life-Long Learning in April
April 3

Islam in America

Imam Hassan Selim – Islamic Center of CR

April 10

Islam in America

Imam Hassan Selim – Islamic Center of CR

April 17

Lutheran Services in Iowa Shared Ministries

Deb Whioord, LSI

April 24

Senior Year Reﬂec>ons

Aleese Baldwin
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Practice Discipleship in Daily Life
Join us as we explore the seven faith practices that are the foundation for
following Jesus in daily life: Worship, Prayer, Encourage, Study, Give, Invite, Serve.
PRAYER
Mondays at 12:30pm – Join us as we pray for
each other and St. Stephen’s.
Wednesday Evening Worship with Prayer
Around the Cross at 6:30pm.

STUDY
Children: Sundays 9:15am
Sunday School (4/3, 17, 24)
Children’s Music Hour (4/10)
Adults: Sundays 9:15am
Life-Long Learning – see page 3 for April topics
Sunday Bible Brunch
Pastor Ritva’s open invita>on
to come together for food,
fellowship, and Bible fun. We
explore the Scripture readings
for the following Sunday
seeking to understand what
they mean and how we can live
them out faithfully. We’ll meet
on April 3 and 17 at 11:45am at the Newbo
Alehouse (1201 3rd St SE).
Men’s Group (Mondays at 8am) at Mr. Beans in
Marion. Come and have some fun and fellowship
with the men of St. Stephen's.
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Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays at 10:00am
We’re studying women of the bible:
April 5: No Bible Study
April 12: Deborah, Jephthah's Daughter, Delilah
April 19: Michal, Abigail, Bathsheba
April 26: Tamar
Conﬁrma=on for Middle School Youth:
Wednesdays 7:15pm, Rm 9

INVITE & ENCOURAGE
WomenWineWisdom, Thursday, April 7,
6:30pm at Zeppelins – 5300 Edgewood Rd NE.
Bring a friend, sister, mother. ALL ARE
WELCOME. RSVP Amy Kuhn at 270-6365 or
amykuhn2@aol.com.
Men’s Bowling Night, Monday, April 11,
6:30-8:30pm, Westdale Bowling Center, 2020
ScoZy Drive SW. RSVP Aaron Tank 563-299-0708
or aarontank@hotmail.com.
SuperSeniorsSorority Women's Group for our
50+ ladies gathers at the church Tuesday,
April 12, 11:30am for lunch and fellowship.
Cost is $1 to help defray expenses. RSVP Ardell
Begalske at 393-7073/reb4724@imonmail.com.
Early Registra=on for Camp EWALU –
Registra>on forms received or postmarked by
April 15 are eligible for a $20 discount on weeklong programs. St. Stephen’s oﬀers addi>onal
camperships: contact Ken Nathan, 393-5615 or
kenkathynathan@gmail.com for details.

SERVE
St. Stephen’s Online Giving is here!
Check it out at www.ssluth.com.
This provides an alternate
opportunity for both members and
non-members to give to 11 diﬀerent
funds, using Visa, MasterCard, or Discover.
Our Quilting Ministry
has completed the
first batch of quilts –
now ready for
shipping to LSI. LSI
quilts are distributed
statewide. With are
eight more quilts in the works, our ministry
continues to ask for donations of yarn for tying,
thread, and fabric. The group meets at Barbara
Kusler's home (no specific day or time), behind
the corner of East Post Road and Mt. Vernon
Road (off 40th St.), 3849 Soutter Ave. Ct. SE. Give
her a call at 319-826-3794 or 214-202-8646 (cell).
Opera=on Backpack,
Wednesdays, 7:15pm, Rm 10
downstairs!
Volunteers assemble food
packages for students at Grant
Wood Elementary School to take home for the
weekend. The packages are delivered the
following day. If you’d like to assist, please
contact Melanie Ostmo
(melanieostmo@mac.com 431-9731) or Jeanne
Towell (thetowells@msn.com 368-6687).
Monetary dona>ons can be made out to
St. Stephen’s (memo line: BACKPACK) and put in
the collec>on plate or you can pay through our
website’s online giving op>on.
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St. Stephen’s Rummage Sale Set for
Saturday, May 21. If you can help
out, contact Molly Chambers at
mollyjeanchambers@gmail.com
or 319-775-2959. Please keep
St. Stephen's in mind as you do your
spring cleaning and donate items to the sale!
Altar Flowers Sign Up Opportuni=es!
Select a date and indicate if it is a
special commemora>on. Place your
giV of $25 (marked “FLOWERS) in the
oﬀering plate or pay through our
website’s online giving link. Following
second service, you may take your ﬂowers home
or have them given during pastoral visits.

Got news? If you know of an upcoming
event, please submit it verbally, in
wri>ng, or through email (preferred) to
the oﬃce (oﬃce@ssluth.com) so we can
update our website’s calendar.
Submissions for the Messenger need to
be in by the third Wednesday of the
month. And please remember to copy the oﬃce
when planning events with Pastor Ritva. Thank
you!
Have you moved? Please noFfy the
oﬃce (oﬃce@ssluth.com,
364-2637) so we can change your
address in our database. We are
charged the ﬁrst-class mail rate for Messengers
returned to us.

Through the Week at St. Stephen’s
What’s usually happening on a given day
Sundays
8:00am
9:05am
9:15am
9:15am
9:15am
10:30am
11:45am
12:00pm
12:45pm

1st Worship Service
Fellowship
Sunday School
Cantor & Worship Rehearsal (4/3,17,24)
Children’s Music Hour (4/10)
2nd Worship Service
Choir Rehearsal
Audit CommiZee Mee>ng (4/24)
Sunday Bible Brunch at
NewBo Alehouse (4/3, 17)
6:30pm Las>ng Impact Council Small Group
Mee>ng (4/3, 10, 17)

Mondays
9 to 1:00
8:00am
12:00pm
12:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Church oﬃce open
Men’s Group at Mr. Beans in Marion
eNews deadline
Prayer Team
Stephen Ministry (4/4, 18, 25)
Men’s Bowling at Westdale B C (4/11)
Boy Scouts (4/4, 18, 25)

Tuesdays
9 to 1:00
10:00am
11:30am
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Church oﬃce open
Women’s Bible Study (4/12, 19, 26)
Super Seniors Sorority Lunch (4/12)
Worship & Music Team Mtg (4/12)
Ministry Teams Mee>ngs (4/12)
Strategic Working Groups (4/12)

Wednesdays
9 to 1:00
6:30pm
7:15pm
7:15pm

Church oﬃce open
Worship
Conﬁrma>on Class
Opera>on BackPack

Thursdays
9 to 1:00
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Church oﬃce open
WomenWineWisdom at Zeppelins (4/7)
Finance CommiZee Mee>ng (4/14)
Council Mee>ng (4/21)

Fridays

Church oﬃce open by appointment
Pastor’s Sabbath
7:00pm Family Promise Benefit Concert- St.Paul’s
United Methodist Church (4/22)
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We pray for the families
and friends of:
Inez Miller (Becky Lahart’s
grandmother) who died
Saturday, February 27.
JeaneZe “J” Andreae (friend
of Emma Israel) who died
Saturday, February 27.

On the Prayer List
Members
Steve Thomas
Mick Butz
Lee Tramutolo
Pete Hansen
Ken Kaiser
Joan Petersen
Elaine Peters
Toni Lee
Judy Nye
Suzanne Schmidt
Ann Kleman
Arlene Ortgies
Kayla Marner
Reta Westercamp

Melanie Munro
Sally Beltz
Vicky Johnson
Jackson Smith
RelaVves
Terry Swalve
Gary Coates
Trent Rosberg
Shirley Coates
Rev. Richard Hermstad
Friends
Mark Ivey
Linda Nines

Serving in the military and/or overseas
Kate Munro (Malawi)
Nick Wheeler, Fort Gordon, GA (grandson of Gail
& Dan Husmann)
Please contact the oﬃce or use a Prayer Request card
(in your pew rack) to place your loved one’s name on
this list for two weeks and/or request prayer of the
Monday Prayer Team. If your loved one desires a
pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Ritva.

For informa>on on Lutheran Services in Iowa, visit www.LSIowa.org.
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to Prevent Child Abuse Iowa, more
than 7,400 Iowa children were found to be
abused in 2014. The most common forms of
abuse included denial of cri>cal care, physical
injury, exposure to illegal drugs, and sexual
abuse.

All About the Love
The heartbeat of Syntesha’s home is made up of
three liZle words: I love you. I love you. I love
you. “I tell my son all day, ‘I love you,’” she said.
“I didn’t know what love meant unVl I had my
baby. The deﬁniVon of love has changed for me.”

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat
child abuse through preven>on, safety and
stability services and mental and behavioral
health treatment.

Syntesha grew up in a troubled, violent home.
Her childhood involved ﬁghts. Skipping school.
Living with one grandparent, then another.
“I wouldn’t even call it a home,” she said. “My
mom and dad were in and out of jail growing up.
They were young. I’m 21, and my mom is 35. I’ve
been through anything you can name. Physical,
emoVonal, sexual abuse. Homeless. Shelter.
Evicted.”

LSI’s early childhood programs prevent child
abuse by giving parents support and resources to
build a healthy, stable home environment for
their children. In 2015, LSI made more than
15,000 home visits to parents of infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers!
LSI’s Family, Safety, Risk, and Permanency
Services help children and families already
involved in a crisis or abuse situa>on to become
safer and more stable, and LSI’s residen>al
programs at Beloit and Bremwood serve many
children and youth who have experienced
trauma from past abuse or neglect.
You make a direct impact on these children and
families through your support of LSI. Thank you!
LSI is proud to be an aﬃliated social ministry
organizaVon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA). Learn more at
www.LSIowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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At 18, she was barely ready to take care of
herself, let alone a child. So when she was seven
months pregnant, she signed up for LSI’s home
visi>ng services. LSI helped this mo>vated young
mom with poZy training, budge>ng, posi>ve
paren>ng >ps, encouraged her college dreams.
“If you’re a single mom, I think this is the
absolutely best program,” Syntesha said.
Now a full->me college student, Syntesha is
working hard for her dreams while also
preparing to welcome another child into her
family. She hopes to help local youth who face
the same struggles she once did. “I want my son
to know there are bigger and beUer things out
there in the world.”
What a big, brilliant, beau>ful kind of love.

On Sunday, February 28, the children of St. Stephen's learned about building a strong founda=on.
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Saints of St. Stephen’s taught us the story of Jesus
calming the storm on the lake during the children’s
message on Sunday, March 6.

A future superstar
in training with
the St. Stephen’s
Choir on Sunday,
March 6.
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Staﬀ Directory
Pastor
Pastoral Intern
Oﬃce Manager
Music Director
Piano Accompanist
Premises Keeper
Council President
eNews Editor

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:00am Worship
9:05am Coﬀee & Fellowship
9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
Please join us Wednesdays:
6:30pm Worship
7:15pm Conﬁrma>on Class

Rev. Dr. Ritva Williams
Luci Sesvold
Susan Hallock
David Haas
Leslie Hyland
Debbie Polk
Diane Daubenmier
Marilyn Loan

St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church, ELCA
To Know, Live, and Share Christ.

pastorritva@gmail.com
iverson.luci@gmail.com
oﬃce@ssluth.com
music@ssluth.com
lesliehyland@gmail.com
(319) 329-7655
diane.daubenmier@gmail.com
marilyn.loan@me.com

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
(ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ
congrega>on that welcomes
diversity, which enriches, nurtures,
and challenges our life and
ministry.
Come and join us as
we know, live, and
share Christ
together in love.

