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This is a piece of the infamous Berlin wall. It was given to
us — St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church — as a parCng giD
from our German guide who grew up and lives near where
this wall once stood.
Many of us remember President Ronald Reagan’s challenge, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall,”
delivered at the Brandenburg Gate in June 1987, and the television coverage of the wall being
breached in November 1989. What many of us are not aware of is the role that the Evangelical
Church in Germany played in the demise of the communist regime and the subsequent reuniﬁcaCon
of Germany.
Throughout the 1980s the pastors of the 800 year old Nikolaikirche in Leipzig held prayer meeCngs
on Mondays at 5:00pm. At ﬁrst only a few people showed up, but the pastors were there every Monday without fail leading prayers for peace and facilitaCng conversaCons about things that ma[ered to
the people who came. By 1989 these Monday prayer meeCngs were a[racCng hundreds, and then
thousands of people frustrated by government corrupCon, rigged elecCons, and the lack of freedom
in east Germany. Finally, the pastors and leaders commi[ed themselves to a nonviolent demonstraCon scheduled for Monday, October 9. At 5pm 8,000 people ﬁlled Nikolaikirche. ADer an hour-long
worship service, the pastors led the people outside into Augustusplatz where they were joined by
thousands more. As they slowly walked on the ring road toward the central train staCon, carrying lit
candles and banners proclaiming, “We are the people,” people leD their cars and trams and houses to
join the protesters. About 70,000 people in total turned out that night. The following Monday
120,000 turned up. The next week 320,000 protesters marched peacefully through Leipzig. The Berlin
Wall came down two weeks later on November 9, 1989. The Monday prayer meeCngs and demonstraCons conCnued unCl March 1990 and the ﬁrst free mulC-party elecCons in East Germany that
paved the way for German reuniﬁcaCon.
So here we are … recipients of a fragment of the infamous Berlin Wall. What shall we do with it?
Perhaps, we should frame it so that we can display it in a prominent place here at St. Stephen’s, as a
symbol of what faith can accomplish. It might remind us that we are called to parCcipate in Christ’s
mission of proclaiming the good news of God’s empowering love to all people, of teaching peace and
jusCce, non-violence and responsible stewardship of all creaCon, and of healing the wounds caused
by misunderstanding, prejudice, and conﬂict. It might remind us that we are called to build bridges
not walls, that we are called to love our neighbors not shut them out. It might symbolize for us the
light that no darkness can exCnguish, and help us imagine what the kingdom of God might look like
in real life.
Blessings,

Pastor Ritva

“I thank God every time I remember you, constantly praying with
joy in my prayers for you, because of your sharing in the gospel
from the first day until now…”
(Phil. 3:3-5)

I returned from Germany in mid-June and the last
few weeks of internship have since been ﬂying by.
Germany was wonderful. Thank you again to
those who supported me ﬁnancially to make this
opportunity possible.
I was struck by how people of faith have had
the power to make a diﬀerence throughout
history: from MarCn Luther and his signiﬁcant
contribuCon to the Gospel and the Church, to
Pastors Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer or Paul Schneider
who lost their lives for challenging the ideology
of the Nazis, to the thousands of people who
came to prayer vigils during the Communist
occupaCon of East Germany and whose peaceful
demonstraCons led to the fall of the Berlin Wall
in the late 1980s.
For 500 years Lutherans have been living out the
power of the Gospel in word and deed for the
sake of the least of these. I will be forever shaped
by this experience as I am formed as a pastor in
the ELCA, and I know that I will share photos and
stories with the many people I serve in decades
to come. Thank you.
I am sad to share that July 16 will be my last
Sunday at St. Stephen’s and Jonathan and I will
be moving back to Dubuque on Friday, July 21.
In order to allow a smooth transiCon as you prepare to welcome Vicar Mikayla Kopp, I will be
taking a three-month hiatus from social media
contact with people from internship starCng
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July 21. If you would like to stay connected aDer
that Cme (October 21), don’t hesitate to reach
out to me. This is a very healthy tradiCon and it
has allowed St. Stephen’s to be a strong internship site for the last four years and hopefully,
many more in the future. I hope and trust that
you will allow some space for a healthy transiCon
and make room in your hearts to receive Vicar
Mikayla as you welcomed me a year ago.
It has truly been an honor and privilege to journey with you this year as your Vicar. I will miss
you all, give God thanks for you when I remember
you, and conCnue to keep you in my prayers as I
leave this meaningful place.
Vicar Kristi Grieder

Camp Ewalu Payments
Sign up for camp is starCng.
The preferred payment
method for a[endees is for parents to make
payment to Camp EWALU directly. The alternaCve payment method which is acceptable
as well is to make payment to the church.
If you have quesCons, please contact Ken
Nathan (kenkathynathan@gmail.com or
393-5615).

What does it mean to be ROOTED in love? This is what eight
high school youth and two adults
from St. Stephen’s set out to discover June 11-17. Along with
over 240 other youth and adults
from the Southeast Iowa Synod
and the Grand Canyon Synod, we
spent a week serving, learning, and experiencing
friendships in the love of God. It was truly an
amazing week as we focused on homelessness,
creation, human trafficking, refugees, and immigration. We worshiped together, ate meals together, rode buses and planes together, and served
alongside children of God together. Hopefully you
were able to attend worship on June 25 so that
you heard the stories the youth brought home
from this adventure. If not, I will be uploading a
video online to give you a glimpse both on the
church webpage and Facebook page.
One of my stories from the trip involves our work
at the Salvation Army campus in Las Vegas. Early
Monday morning we traveled to the site to assist
with small projects to help provide water, food,
shelter, and in some cases, medical care for homeless individuals. As we approached the site, we
exited the interstate and began winding around
streets. One of the first corners we drove by had a
“Day Work” office on it. The sidewalks around the
fenced-in office were covered with small tents and
blankets where homeless individuals were living. I
have seen homeless campsites, but this is the first
time I witnessed homeless individuals setting up a
campsite directly on a sidewalk. This is a lasting
image that reminds me of our continued need to
walk alongside those who have no home, no consistent food source, no consistent income.
If you have not already had the opportunity, I
encourage you to talk with the youth and hear
their stories from the trip. Amy Kuhn and I would
also enjoy sharing our experiences. Thank you for
your support through our fundraising, your
prayers, and your encouragement to all who
went on the ROOTED – A Synod Partnership trip.
Mark Howland, Youth & Young Adult Minister
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Visit www.LSIowa.org. Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

God’s work. Our hands.

As a social ministry organization of the ELCA, LSI is
thankful for your partnership in ministry! Thanks
to you, we’re able to provide education for young
parents and empowerment to some of Iowa’s
most vulnerable children and families. This month,
we give special thanks for those of you who have
made LSI a focus of a “God’s work. Our hands.”
project. This project is part of the anniversary celebration of the ELCA, and it’s a way to reach out to
your communities and build a stronger Iowa. September 10 is when congregations are encouraged
to participate in a project for “God’s work. Our
hands.” – a perfect opportunity to do good deeds/
raise money as a church for a nonprofit like LSI.
If you are interested in supporCng those served
by LSI and know more about current needs,
please contact Deb Whipord, LSI director of philanthropy and church relaCons, at
deborah.whipord@LSIowa.org.
Coping Through CreaEvity
Therapy can be a great way for kids, adults, and
families to overcome past trauma. For some, it
takes a little extra innovation and creativity to
find a therapeutic technique to help them thrive.
Sherry, an LSI therapist, struggled to find a technique that worked for several children she saw
each week. They didn’t want to open up to her.
They said “no” to participating in any activities or
conversations. That’s when she turned to her
“workbooks,” which focus on a child’s love of
drawing and coloring.
For instance, Sherry asked one child to draw what
the word “love,” meant to her. She drew a picture
of a child and parent hugging and through that,
Sherry learned the child wanted love and support
from her parent at home. She says the technique
has been a breakthrough for several of the kids.
“This book is something that’s theirs,” Sherry
says. “They can look back through their images
and see the progress they’ve made and how far
they’ve come.”

Practice Discipleship in Daily Life
Join us as we explore the seven faith practices that are the foundation for
following Jesus in daily life: Worship, Prayer, Encourage, Study, Give, Invite, Serve.
WORSHIP

INVITE

Summer worship Emes began May 28. Sunday
morning services are at 8:00 and 10:00am.

WomenWineWisdom – Tuesday, July 11, 6pm at
Olive Garden. RSVP Amy at amykuhn2@aol.com
or 270-6365. Childcare and rides can be arranged.

Wednesday worship is at 6:30pm according to
the following schedule:
1st Wednesday . . . Worship on the Lawn
2nd Wednesday . . . Taize-style Worship
3rd Wednesday . . . Worship on the Lawn
4th Wednesday . . . Healing Service
5th Wednesday . . . Youth-Led Worship
Would you like to sing with us? Join us Wednesday nights following worship at 7:15-8:15pm.
Childcare is provided during rehearsals. Following rehearsal, there is a craR beer exchange!

STUDY
Bring Your Bible to Brunch is on hiatus in June
and July.
Men’s Study Group (Mondays at 8am) at
Mr. Beans in Marion.
Small Study Group (Wednesdays, July 12 & 19,
August 2-23, 7:15pm) – The ELCA Task Force on
Women and JusCce invites congregaConal responses as we develop a new social statement
Faith, Sexism, Jus/ce. Come, learn, share, and
add your voice as Pastor Ritva facilitates this important study.

Wednesday Night Summer Grill-Outs, 5:45pm,
followed by Worship on the Lawn, 6:30pm –
July 5 & 19, August 2, 9, & 16.
St. Stephen’s Annual Pool Party – Saturday,
July 15, from 6-8pm.
Upcoming Youth Dates:
Wednesday, July 5, 7:15pm
MS & HS Game Night (outdoors unless rain)
Saturday, July 15, TBD
Service Project at Bever Park
Saturday, July 15, 6-8pm
Annual Pool Party at Bever Pool
Monday, July 31, TBD
Travel to Vander Sanden’s cabin and
spend the day at the lake
Water of Life VacaEon Bible School & Day
Camp, August 7-11, 8:30am-5:00pm. K-5th
grade led by Camp EWALU Counselors; Preschool
program for ages 4-5 (not yet completed Kindergarten). RegistraCon materials can be picked up
in the Narthex, at h[p://www.ssluth.com/
children_s_ministry, or contact Mel Ostmo at
melanieostmo@mac.com.
Farewell and
Godspeed RecepEon
for
Vicar KrisE and
Jonathan Grieder
Sunday, July 16, 9am
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SERVE
Wednesday Night Summer Grill-Out Volunteer
OpportuniEes – We sCll have some openings!
You can sign up at h[p://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c45abaa2da57-wednesday1 or
contact Amy Kuhn (270-6365).

L
Prayers

ORD

Hear Our

OpportuniEes to Sign Up for Altar Flowers – We
sCll have some spots open to sponsor ﬂowers for
the altar. This is a really nice way to honor a loved
one’s birthday, anniversary, or other special date.

Members
Steve Thomas
Mick Butz
Pete Hansen
Joan Petersen
Toni Lee
Judy Nye
Harriet Hemphill
Elfriede Hansen
Ann Kleman

Sign up is easy! Go through Signup Genius h[p://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45aaad2da20ﬂowers.

RelaEves
Trent Rosberg
Shirley Coates

The cost is $25. You can place a check in the offering with “ﬂowers” on the memo line or pay
online. Your ﬂowers may be taken home aDer the
second service. Flowers leD behind will be shared
with a member who cannot a[end services.

We pray for the family and friends of:
Bruce Bates (friend of Pastor Ritva and John),
who died Tuesday, June 13.

QuilEng Ministry: Contact Barbara Kusler –
319-826-3794 (home).

GIVE

Child Safety Training
If you are interested in volunteering for VacaCon Bible School or any acCviCes involving
children and youth, here is an opportunity for
you to a[end one of our trainings on our Child
and Youth Safety policy. This training is required for anyone in a leadership role working
in our children or youth ministries. The opportuniCes are:
• Sunday, July 9, 11:00am
• Wednesday, July 12, 7:15pm
• Wednesday, July 19, 7:15pm
Please register in advance with Mark Howland
(mhowland1983@gmail.com or
515-988-5183).
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Dave Goepfert
Berdella Pitz
Mary Rose Barnotes
Gertrude Lee
John Rosentreter
Alan Henderson
Friends
Pat Schnitzel
Glenna Houtz
Michelle Staﬀord
Jerime Mitchell
Alice Adams
Phyllis Stark

Joshua Fontenoy (Debbie Ackerman’s brother),
who died Tuesday, May 30.
Alf Barnes (Norm’s brother), who died Saturday,
May 27.
Serving in the military and/or overseas
Alex Graw, Army NaConal Guard
Please contact the oﬃce or use a Prayer Request card
(in your pew rack) to place your loved one’s name on
this list for two weeks and/or request prayer of the
Monday Prayer Team. If your loved one desires a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Ritva.

We welcome…
New members Jan Kvach and Ross and Sarah
Blanchard, who became members through the
Rite of AﬃrmaCon of Faith on Sunday, June 25.

Luther’s Germany Tour – May 30-June 9
Prague Extension – June 9-11

Emma Israel.
Eisenach.

Goldlhelm, June 2.

Pastor Ritva with
life-size Luther ﬁgure.

Vicar KrisE at Luther's
Epitaph, Wilenberg.

Farewell Dinner with Jodock in Berlin, June 8.

Dining in Prague,
June 9.
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ROOTED Youth Partner Synod Journey to Las Vegas,
Phoenix, & Tuscon via the Grand Canyon – June 11-17

Youth Commissioning before
departure on Sunday, June 11.

At the SalvaEon Army, Monday, June 12.

Working in 105⚬ heat on Thursday, June 15.

Worshiping at Mt. Zion in Tucson, Thursday, June 15.
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Wet n Wild Waterpark, Friday, June 16.
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Staﬀ Directory

Pastor
Youth & Young Adult Minister
Pastoral Intern
Oﬃce Manager
Music Director
Piano Accompanist
Premises Keeper
Council President
eNews Editor

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:00am First Worship Service
9:00am Coﬀee & Fellowship
9:15am EducaCon Hour
10:00am Second Worship Service
Wednesday Evening Schedule
6:30pm Worship

Rev. Dr. Ritva Williams
Mark Howland
KrisC Grieder
Susan Hallock
David Haas
Leslie Hyland
Debbie Polk
Jeanne Towell
Marilyn Loan

St. Stephen’s

Lutheran Church, ELCA
To Know, Live, and Share Christ.
ssluth.com • 319-364-2637

pastorritva@gmail.com
mhowland1983@gmail.com
kvh.grieder@gmail.com
oﬃce@ssluth.com
music@ssluth.com
lesliehyland@gmail.com
(319) 329-7655
thetowells@msn.com
marilyn.loan@me.com

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
(ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ
congregaCon that welcomes diversity, which enriches, nurtures, and
challenges our life and ministry.
Come and join us as
we know, live, and
share Christ
together in love.

