May 2017

I love the spring 6me. The greening of the grass, the budding of the
trees, the blossoming of the spring ﬂowers all proclaim the resurrec6on. They show us how new life emerges from darkness, dormancy, and death. Spring6me reveals that the resurrec6on is not
just something that happened to Jesus long, long ago in a land far
away, but that it is something that God is doing right now, right here
in our world and in our lives.
As Rob Bell writes in Love Wins, “For there to be spring, there has to
be a fall and then a winter. For nature to spring to life, it ﬁrst has to
die …. A seed has to be buried in the ground before it can rise up
from out of the earth as new life …. This death-and-life mystery, this mechanism, this process is built
into the very fabric of crea6on.” (pp. 150-151)
You may wonder why I’m wri6ng about the resurrec6on two weeks aTer Easter. The answer is simple:
Easter is not a single event, any more than the resurrec6on was a one-and-done deal. Easter is a
season, some6mes called “Easter6de,” that begins on Easter Sunday and concludes seven weeks
later at Pentecost.
This year four Sundays in Easter6de occur in May. As we con6nue to celebrate the resurrec6on of our
Lord we rejoice in the many ways that new life is emerging among us:
May 7 — Graduate Recogni3on Sunday: Recep3on at 9:15am; Rite of Recogni3on at 10:30am. We
celebrate with all who are comple6ng their high school, college, and professional training programs,
praying for their success as they enter the next phase of their educa6on, or begin their careers. Graduates are asked to send informa5on about their school/program, diploma/degree/cer5ﬁcate/license,
and future plans to Susan at oﬃce@ssluth.com.
May 14 — Mother’s Day: Worship at 8:00 & 10:30am; Fellowship and Learning at 9:15am. We give
thanks for the giT of motherhood which empowers women to be co-creators of new life, for our
mothers and all who have “mothered” us during our lives.
May 21 — Conﬁrma3on Sunday: Tes3monies at 9:15am; Aﬃrma3on of Faith at 10:30am. We rejoice with our middle schoolers as they aﬃrm the covenant God made with them in Holy Bap6sm,
promising to live among God’s faithful people, hear God’s word and share in the Lord’s Supper, proclaim the good news of Christ through word and deed, serve all people, and work for jus6ce and
peace throughout the world.
May 28 — Summer Worship returns at 8:00 and 10:00am, with Fellowship at 9:00am. At the second
service we will commission and bless our “Germany Travelers” who are se_ng out as pilgrims and
explorers of the land of Luther, promising to share their experiences when they return. In addi6on to
myself and John, our intrepid travelers include Stefanie Carlson-Lo and her mom Cindy Carlson-Heins,
Donna Gladish and her daughter Rachel Gladish, DeeAnn Hebrink and her mom Elaine Keuker, Emma
Israel, Gerry Kuhl, Marilyn Loan, Sarah Nolte, and Reta Westercamp. Vicar Kris3 Grieder joins us as
the recipient of the scholarship funds raised at last fall’s Oktoberfest FUNdraiser.
Join us, as with all crea6on, we proclaim: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Pastor Ritva

This month I begin my last
quarter of internship. I can’t
believe how quickly internship
has gone by!
On May 30, I will be joining the
group from St. Stephen’s on
the trip to Germany in light of
the 500th anniversary of the Reforma6on. I want
to express my deepest gra6tude to those who
have contributed to the Germany Scholarship
and made this opportunity possible. I look forward to having the ability to share my experience with St. Stephen’s upon our return, as well
as other congrega6ons I serve in the future.
Thank you very much!

I wanted to let you know about
an exci6ng step the youth took
in April. The youth ministry
team discussed at their April
mee6ng the possibility of inviting the youth to 6the some of
their fundraising monies. It was
proposed that ten percent of
any money raised through a
fundraising eﬀort would be set aside for “special
mission opportuni6es.” The youth would then be
given the responsibility of iden6fying such opportuni6es. Examples would include: a joint
community service project, assis6ng a family
who had a house ﬁre, or assis6ng a family who
has recently located to Cedar Rapids. The youth
would liT up any needs which they have become
aware of and the group would decide what, if
any, funding to give toward the need. ATer discussing this idea with the high school youth, the
plan was adopted and is now in place.
I am extremely excited about this step because it
provides the youth with an ongoing lesson in
stewardship. The fundraising that the youth do is
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In the mean6me, this month will be ﬁlled with
many new experiences like agending the Southeast Iowa Synod Assembly in West Des Moines
on May 19-20, celebra6ng Conﬁrma6on Sunday
with the youth on Sunday, May 21, and a wedding at St. Stephen’s on Memorial Day weekend,
as well as many other experiences.
I am delighted to be a part of the joyous occasions that we share as a community in my remaining months of internship. I con6nue to learn
and grow as a pastoral leader and discern and
navigate God’s call to ministry.
Vicar Kristi Grieder

usually for the purpose of trips and other special
events they par6cipate in. This plan reminds
them the importance of thinking about others
and how God desires us to use our resources to
reach out to others. The youth are very ac6ve in
a variety of service projects which enables them
to use their physical, crea6ve, and mental giTs
which the Lord has given to each. This plan adds
the element of the ﬁnancial resources.
So the youths’ ﬁrst 6the on Easter Sunday has
amounted to $134.49. This amount is ten percent of the money raised through the Easter
breakfast dona6ons and the silent auc6on of
Suzanne Schmidt’s pain6ngs. The total amount
raised was $1,344.88.
Thank you to all who gave to the youth on Easter
morning. You helped the youth begin their journey to Houston next summer for the ELCA Youth
Gathering, and also started their ﬁrst step in ﬁnancial stewardship.
Mark Howland, Youth & Young Adult Minister

Communion Visitation Orientation
Wednesday, May 24 at 7:15pm

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) provides us with a special rite
called “Sending of Holy Communion” that may be included in the regular Sunday
worship. This rite extends our service of Holy Communion by sending lay ministers
(communion visitors) bearing the giTs of God’s word and sacramental meal to
those who are unable to be present in public worship. This ministry oﬀers the sick
and homebound a means of par6cipa6ng in the worship of the whole church, and
it helps those who have gathered publicly to recognize their oneness with sisters and brothers who are
absent (ELW-Pastoral Care, p. 81).
As the number of persons who are not able to worship with us increases, the “Sending of Holy Communion” will ensure that these persons receive the sacrament every month. Currently our shut-ins are
receiving a communion visit once every 6-8 weeks. These lay communion visits would be in addi4on
to the pastoral visits already happening, so the beneﬁt of this new ministry would be to double the
number of communion visits each shut-in receives in a year.
At this 6me we need 2-4 lay communion ministers/visitors to serve alongside Pastor and Vicar. If you
are interested in learning more about this, please contact Pastor Ritva at pastorritva@gmail.com or
319-693-2087.

For informa6on on Lutheran Services in Iowa, visit www.LSIowa.org.
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Happy Mother’s Day!
Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong,
loving women in your life. At Lutheran Services in
Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa moms
through their journey to build the brightest future
for their children.
We see moms turning to LSI’s Mental Health or
Behavioral Health Intervention Services to ensure
their child is receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early
Childhood Services, we see young first-time moms
who are eager to join our parenting education
classes and support groups. In 2016, LSI’s Early
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Childhood programs provided support to 552 firsttime parents. We are so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard work pay off as they raise
our next generation.
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa moms are being empowered
because of your support. If you are looking for a
way to honor your mother this year, please consider giving a gift in her name at www.LSIowa.org.
Thank you for standing alongside our Iowa
families.

Practice Discipleship in Daily Life
Join us as we explore the seven faith practices that are the foundation for
following Jesus in daily life: Worship, Prayer, Encourage, Study, Give, Invite, Serve.
WORSHIP
Sunday morning services at 8:00 and 10:30am
Beginning May 28: 8:00 and 10:00am
Wednesday worship is at 6:30pm according to
the following schedule:
1st Wednesday . . . Taize-style Worship
2nd Wednesday . . . Interac6ve Worship
3rd Wednesday . . . Healing Service
4th Wednesday . . . Interac6ve Worship
5th Wednesday . . . Youth-Led Worship
Would you like to sing with us? Join us Wednesday nights following worship at 7:15-8:15pm.
Childcare is provided during rehearsals. Following rehearsal, there is a craM beer exchange!

STUDY
Children’s Time: Sundays at 9:15am in Children’s Place (downstairs). Second Sunday of the
month: Children’s Time & Music with David.
Conﬁrma4on for Middle School Youth:
Wednesdays at 7:15pm, Room 9
High School Discussion Group: Sundays at
9:15am in the Youth Room. Bring a friend!
May 7 – Immigra5on
May 14 – Parents
May 21 – Faith Statements
Adult Learning: Sundays 9:15am, Fellowship Hall
May 7 – Grant Wood Elementary (Andi Dorr)
May 14 – Paren5ng (Nikki Harken)
May 21 – Conﬁrma5on Students
Bring Your Bible to Brunch, the 1st & 3rd Sundays each month, at Lion Bridge, 59 16th Ave.
Join Pastor Ritva and John as they explore the
lec6onary readings for the following Sunday.
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Men’s Study Group (Mondays at 8am) at
Mr. Beans in Marion.
Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays, at 10am,
Ephesians. On May 9 stay after for the Women
50+ Luncheon at 11:30am!

INVITE
WomenWineWisdom – Thursday, May 11, 6pm
at Emil’s Hideaway, 222 Glenbrook Dr SE (behind
Taco John’s on 1st Ave across from Lindale Mall).
RSVP Amy at amykuhn2@aol.com or 270-6365.
Youth Ac4vi4es:
Wednesday, May 3, 7:15pm
Conﬁrma3on Class – Faith of our Neighbors
Field Trip
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00pm
High School Youth Gathering at the Hebrinks
Wednesday, May 24, 7:00pm
Dinner with Mark at Saucy’s

We are pleased to announce
Luci Sesvold’s &
Brian Middleswarth’s
graduation commencement from

WARTBURG
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Sunday, May 14, 3:00pm
St. Joseph The Worker Church
2001 Saint Joseph Street
Dubuque, Iowa
All are welcome! A recep6on follows at Von
Schwartz Refectory, Wartburg Seminary.

SERVE
Opera4on BackPack, Wednesdays, May 3, 17, &
31, 7:15pm
Quil4ng Ministry: Contact Barbara Kusler –
319-826-3794 (home).

GIVE
Opportuni4es to Sign Up for Altar Flowers – On
behalf of the Ministers of the Table, we’d like to
remind everyone we have several spots open to
sponsor ﬂowers for the altar.
If you have an anniversary, birthday, bap6sm, or
other special date, this would be a really nice way
to honor a loved one.
You can sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex
or through Signup Genius hgp://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b45aaad2da20-ﬂowers.

L
Prayers

ORD

Hear Our

Members
Steve Thomas
Mick Butz
Pete Hansen
Joan Petersen
Toni Lee
Judy Nye
Harriet Hemphill
Dave Coates
Elfriede Hansen
June Blanchard
Ann Kleman
Rela5ves
Trent Rosberg

Shirley Coates
Dave Goepfert
David Hagen
Berdella Pitz
Doris Henderson
Mary Rose Barnotes
Friends
Pat Schnitzel
Glenna Houtz
Michelle Staﬀord
Jerime Mitchell
Alice Adams
Phyllis Stark

The cost is $25. You can place a check in the offering with “ﬂowers” on the memo line or pay
online. Your ﬂowers may be taken home aTer the
second service. Flowers leT behind will be shared
with a member who cannot agend services.

We pray for the family and friends of:
Jim Shoars, Pegg Clinton’s nephew, who passed
away Thursday, March 30.
Alyce Mueller, long-time member and Duane’s
(Teresa) mother, who passed away Sunday,
April 16.

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.

Serving in the military and/or overseas
Nick Wheeler, Army Na6onal Guard (grandson
of Gail & Dan Husmann)
Alex Grat, Army Na6onal Guard

Gree6ngs from your fellow Chris6ans of
Kisiwani Lutheran Parish to you and to all
members of St. Stephen’s, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
We thank our Lord Jesus Christ for giving us
another 6me to celebrate his resurrec6on.
We join together with you to celebrate the
victory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely, Christ
has given us peace and has been the
founda6on of our faith.
Let our mogo One Faith (Imani Moja) join us
together as we celebrate Easter.
We wish you all the best.
Rev. Elineema Mndeme
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Please contact the oﬃce or use a Prayer Request card
(in your pew rack) to place your loved one’s name on
this list for two weeks and/or request prayer of the
Monday Prayer Team. If your loved one desires a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Ritva.

We welcome…
Amanda Halvorson and Cassandra Beck who became members through the Rite of Aﬃrma6on
of Bap6sm Saturday, April 15.
Dawson Haas, son of David and Sarah, brother of
Cadence, who was received in Holy Bap6sm
Sunday, April 23.

Luther College Norsemen & Iowa City West High Concert,
Monday, April 10

Luther College Cathedral Choir, Saturday, April 22
St. Stephen’s choir performed as the opening act for the
Luther College Cathedral Choir on Saturday, April 22.
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Easter Sunday, April 16

Sunday, April 23
We presented Luci Sesvold with
a banner to remind her of
St. Stephen’s as she looks
forward to gradua4on from
Wartburg Seminary.
Brian Middleswarth also
graduates from Wartburg
Seminary this May. He wasn't
able to ahend the service on
Sunday, but will receive his
banner for gradua4on.
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Staﬀ Directory

Pastor
Youth & Young Adult Minister
Pastoral Intern
Oﬃce Manager
Music Director
Piano Accompanist
Premises Keeper
Council President
eNews Editor

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:00am First Worship Service
9:00am Coﬀee & Fellowship
9:15am Educa6on Hour
Through August 20:
10:00am Second Worship Service
Beginning August 27:
10:30am Second Worship Service
Wednesday Evening Schedule
6:30pm Worship

Rev. Dr. Ritva Williams
Mark Howland
Kris6 Grieder
Susan Hallock
David Haas
Leslie Hyland
Debbie Polk
Jeanne Towell
Marilyn Loan

St. Stephen’s

Lutheran Church, ELCA
To Know, Live, and Share Christ.
ssluth.com • 319-364-2637

pastorritva@gmail.com
mhowland1983@gmail.com
kvh.grieder@gmail.com
oﬃce@ssluth.com
music@ssluth.com
lesliehyland@gmail.com
(319) 329-7655
thetowells@msn.com
marilyn.loan@me.com

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
(ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ
congrega6on that welcomes diversity, which enriches, nurtures, and
challenges our life and ministry.
Come and join us as
we know, live, and
share Christ
together in love.

