October 2018

Autumn is one my favorite season. Cool nights, crisp mornings, blue-blue skies,
low humidity, and the amazing blaze of color bursCng forth as the leaves reach
the end of their short lives.
The Season of CreaCon will oﬃcially end on Wednesday, October 3 with the
blessings of pets at our 6:30pm worship service. All are welcome to bring their
furry friends. Pets must be leashed or in a pet carrier. AlternaCvely you may bring
a picture or something belonging to your furry friend. Stuﬀed animals may come
as they are.
To accommodate this special once-a-year event, we are moving our monthly Taize
worship to Wednesday, October 10.
The glorious bounty of autumn colors and autumn harvests lead us to contemplate the extravagant love
and grace that God in Christ pours out into our lives. We will spend the three Sundays of our stewardship season (October 7, 14, 21) reﬂecCng on the theme of abundance. We will see how Jesus feeds 4000
people with only seven loaves of bread. We will listen in as Jesus challenges an earnest and righteous
young man about the use of his material wealth. We will hear Jesus praise a poor widow who gives not
just generously but extravagantly.
Our Sunday morning learning hour topics will include:
• October 7 — My report about visiCng Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregaCons over the summer
• October 14 & 21 — New Member OrientaCon and Refresher for Long-Cme Members: this is an opportunity for new and long-Cme members to meet each other, share what it means to be part of
this faith community commi^ed to knowing, living, and sharing Christ.
• October 28 — “Making the Sign of the Cross”: a sneak preview of my November presentaCon to the
Society of Biblical Literature
In this autumn season we invite you to join us in sharing God’s bounCful blessings with our neighbors
by:
• packaging supplemental food for hungry kids every second Wednesday acer worship
• hosCng and feeding our Family Promise guests during the
week of October 14-21
• parCcipaCng in Trunk or Treat on Wednesday, October
24. Park your cars with decorated trunk and treats in our
parking lot; and/or help supply and staﬀ the supper tent.
May the ﬂowers of autumn be for each of us a preview of the
glory yet to come!

Pastor Ritva

The cooler breezes and the
changing color of the leaves tells
me that we have moved from
summer to autumn. This annual
transiCon of seasons brings joy
and sadness to me at the same
Cme. I feel joy because I enjoy
football games, the new colors,
and the cooler evenings. I feel sadness because
there is less daylight, less Cme outside, and the
approaching of winter (my least favorite season).
All of this has caused me to pause and consider
the transiCons which occur in our lives. Over the
last year I have seen many transiCons in my life.
One year ago, I got married. I added some new
responsibiliCes to my work at St Stephens a couple
of Cmes. I a^ended my ﬁrst ELCA Youth Gathering.
Our youth also have many transiCons which take
place. Each of them took the step of another year
in school. Some of them have received driver’s
licenses. One of them is no longer in conﬁrmaCon
class but has joined the ranks of the high school
youth.
The same can be said about our young adults just
with diﬀerent transiCons. Some have go^en married. Some have moved. Some are parents for the
ﬁrst Cme.
TransiCons are deﬁnitely a part of life. The one
thing that should remain steady during the Cmes
of transiCon is our faith community. Not that
there are not transiCons within a faith community
but that there is always a place that our youth and
young adults can idenCfy as a home base. A faith
community should always be a welcoming place
for all people and journey with one another
through life transiCons.
My quesCon for you is this, how are you working
to make St Stephen’s that place for youth and
young adults to have as a home base during life’s
transiCons?
Blessings,

Mark Howland
Youth & Young Adult Minister
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Communication Notes:
Remember that you have many ways to
connect with St Stephen’s and receive the
most current informaCon. Here are your
opCons:

Check the bulleCn boards in the fellowship hall.
Go to our website at www.ssluth.com.
Sign up to receive our weekly eNews
either by clicking the link on our website or contacCng Mark.
Watch our Facebook page.
www.facebook.com/ssluth/
Become part of our Facebook group.
www.facebook.com/groups/
112956921884/
Receive the monthly newsle^er, The
Messenger, via email or regular mail.
Come to worship a li^le early so you
can see the “What’s Happening” slides
before the service starts.
Read the announcement insert in the
bulleCn and take it with you to post at
home.
If you need help signing up for any of these or
would like more informaCon, talk to Mark. Also,
if you want to make sure that something is publicized to our faith community, share that with
Mark.
CommunicaCon contact informaCon:
Email - sslcommcoord@gmail.com
Facebook - CommCoord Mark
Text and phone - 515-988-5183

Stewardship Update
As we get ready to move into our annual fall stewardship drive, it is helpful to get a handle on how our
general fund is doing at this Cme. Here’s a quick summary.
Total income received/recognized
Total expenses
Net OperaCng Income

August
$25,234
$19,539
$ 6,280

Year-to-Date
$152,912
$166,305
($13,392)

% of 2018 Budget
63% of $241,000
69% of $241,000

You might well wonder how we have been able to spend more money than we appear to have received.
One part of the answer is that we have always managed to have a bit of a cushion in the checking account. Another part of the answer is that we were blessed with several large donaCons at the end of
2017 that were designated to be spent in 2018. The majority of those gics ($18,000) were deposited in
our special Mission Investment Fund account. The enCre amount has gradually been moved back into
the checking account so we could pay the bills. So the good news is that at although we have a “deﬁcit”
in projected budget income, we are currently not in debt.
Thanks be to God for the generosity of our members: those who were able to give large gics at the end
of 2017 for the 2018 budget, and to the majority who give faithfully week by week, month by month.
The challenge as we move into the 4th quarter of 2018 is meeCng that goal of $241,000 in donaCons. If
you are behind in your pledge, now is the Cme to bring it up-to-date. If you have not donated to the
general fund yet this year, now is the Cme to do so.
If you’re not sure what giving to the general fund does for St. Stephen’s check out the pie chart below. It
shows how every dollar donated is used to support our mission of knowing, living, and sharing Christ. In
the months ahead we will describe what is involved in each piece of this pie.
Total Budget $241,000
Sharing Christ
17.1%
Living Christ
21.2%
Knowing
Christ Learning
17.2%

$107,314

Knowing
Christ Worship
44.5%

$41,446

$51,031

$41,207

Your Stewardship Team
Lee Paulsen, Donna Gladish, Emma Israel, Emily Robins, Ross Blanchard, Kathryn Franzenburg,
Pastor Ritva Williams
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Words from our Endowment Committee:
What if?
In August, we said goodbye to Vicar Micayla, who is our last pastoral intern for a while. She, as all of
our interns, have given us many gics in ministry as they “learn the trade.” We won’t have that this
year, and in all likelihood not again in the foreseeable future.
But “what if” we had an endowment fund that generated enough interest to support an intern every
year? “What if” we had an endowment fund of about $125,000 currently? That would fund, at least
in large part, St Stephen’s porCon of the internship costs.
Consider a direct contribuCon, in addiCon to a legacy gic, to the St Stephen’s endowment funds. If
enough of us do that, maybe we won’t have to ask, “What if?”
Lyle A Kleman, Chairperson
Cathy Gullickson
Ashley Hart
Pastor Ritva Williams, ex-oﬃcio
St Stephen’s Endowment Commi^ee

Adult
Learning
Topics:
October 7 - VisiCng RIC churches
October 14 - What should a member of
St Stephen’s know? - Part 1
October 21 - What should a member of
St Stephen’s know? - Part 2
October 28 - Making the sign of the
cross
*All discussions in October will be led
by Pastor Ritva
Meets every Sunday morning at 9:15am
in the Fellowship Hall
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High School Discussion
Topics:

October 7 - Can I Trust the Bible (Part 2)
October 14 - No discussion Cme
October 21 - Does the Bible Contradict Itself
(Part 1)
October 28 - Does the Bible Contradict Itself
(Part 2)
*We meet every Sunday morning at 9:15am
in the Youth Room

TEKESTE UPDATE
Tekeste has been visiCng several refugee camps in
Ethiopia, the latest was Mai-Aini near Shire, Ethiopia. Mai-Aini has over 15, 000 refugees in it, the
largest populaCon being 18-24 year olds (32%).
There are over 4,600 children there. Tekeste
bought shoes for 75 young boys in the camp which
he says made them very happy.

WOMEN’S 50+
LUNCHEON

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9TH
11:30AM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, AND AN ACTIVITY
LED BY JESSICA GARDNER
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO RSVP,
CONTACT ARDELL BEGALKSE AT REBEL4724@IMONMAIL.COM OR
319-393-7073.

Tekeste has sent many beauCful pictures of a celebraCon in Akusum, near Shire, called Ashenda (or
the Eye of the Bird.). This was a celebraCon of hope
and love which many Eritrean people a^ended The
mood seems to be very hopeful since the movements toward peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea.
Tekeste is hopeful that the Eritrean government
will be open and kind to the return of some of the
refugees, but that is yet to come.

Tuesday, October 9th
6:00pm
Fong’s Pizza
1006 3rd Street SE
RSVP Amy at amykuhn2@aol.com or
270-6365. Childcare and rides can be arranged.
SAVE THE DATE…

Trunk & Treat
Wednesday, October 24
Start making plans for decoraCng your
vehicle and what treats you will pass
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Tekeste added that rain has made for good crops
and hopeful farmers. He is hoping to be able to
perhaps visit with his family soon. Air ﬂights are
now going between Ethiopia and Eritrea for the ﬁrst
Cme in 20 years.

Practice Discipleship in Daily Life
Join us as we explore the seven faith practices that are the foundation for
following Jesus in daily life: Worship, Prayer, Encourage, Study, Give, Invite, Serve.
WORSHIP
Sunday Worship Schedule, 8:00 and 10:30am.
Wednesday Worship is at 6:30pm. Join us each
week for a casual and parCcipatory service.
1st Wednesday… Taize-Style Worship
2nd Wednesday… InteracCve Worship
3rd Wednesday… Healing Service
4th Wednesday… InteracCve Worship
5th Wednesday…. InteracCve Worship
Would you like to sing with us? Join us Wednesday nights following worship. Childcare is provided during rehearsals.
STUDY
Sunday Morning Children’s Time at 9:15am
in the Children’s Place (Pre-K/K) and in Classroom
8 (1st-5th grades) in the lower level). We use
Spark LecBonary Curriculum.
Music with David Haas: The second Sunday of
each month, acer opening devoCons in the Children’s Place (lower level), the children come up
to the sanctuary to learn a song they will oﬀer as
part of the worship during the second service.
Sunday morning High School Youth Discussion:
The high school youth meet ever Sunday morning
at 9:15am in the Youth Room. For a list of this
month’s subjects, go to page 4.
Life Long Learning 9:15am:
Adults are invited to join in discussion each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall. For a list of
this month’s speakers & subjects, go to page 4.
Bring Your Bible to Brunch. Join us as we look at
the upcoming lecConary passages, we meet this
month on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at the Lion
Bridge, 59 16th Avenue SW.
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Men’s Coﬀee & Study Group (Mondays at 8am)
at Mr. Beans in Marion. Current topic is end of
life issues. We are using the book, Being Mortal,
for our discussion.
Women’s Bible Study is resuming on Tuesday,
September 11 at 10:00am. Pastor Ritva is leading
a discussion on how Eve has been interpreted in
art and literature and will be using the book, Eve,
by Wm Paul Young. Join us in the Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday Evening ConﬁrmaZon Program for
Middle School Youth (6th-8th grades) in Room 9.
Contact Pastor Ritva or Pastor Mark for more informaCon.
INVITE
WomenWineWisdom on Tuesday, October 9 @
6pm, LocaZon: Fong’s Pizza, 1006 3rd Street SE.
RSVP Amy at amykuhn2@aol.com or 270-6365.
Childcare and rides can be arranged.
Women 50+ Luncheon — Tuesday, October @
11:30am, Fellowship Hall. For informaCon, RSVP
Ardell Begalske at reb4724@imonmail.com or
319-393-7073.
SERVE
QuilZng Ministry: Contact Barbara Kusler –
319-826-3794 (home).
OperaZon BackPack - Every other Wednesday @
7pm
Hospitality Hosts - Sundays at 9:00am in the
Narthex and Fellowship Hall. Each Sunday you
have the opportunity to provide refreshments for
guests and members. For more informaCon or to
sign up go to www.signupgenius.com/go/
60b0c4aa9aa2ba3f94-hospitality, contact Amy
Kuhn at amykuhn2@aol.com or 270-6365 or
Nicole Brooks at nab21871@aol.com or 270-0900,
Hospitality Team.

Family Promise Food Providers and Hosts - Our
next week to host is October 14-21. For more informaCon, contact Barb Coates (363-4164), Donna
Gladish (265-6517), or Nancy MeCer-Mohni
(220-6664).
GIVE

OpportuniZes to Sign Up for…
Altar Flowers – Sponsoring ﬂowers for the altar is a
nice way to honor a loved one’s birthday, anniversary, or other special date. Sign up is easy! Go
through Signup Genius or check the sign up on the
What Would Jesus Sign Up For bulleCn board.
The cost is $25. You can place a check in the oﬀering
with “ﬂowers” on the memo line, pay at the kiosk in
the narthex, or pay online through the website. Take
your ﬂowers home acer the second service or leave
them to be shared with a member who cannot attend services.
Coﬀee Sponsor - Help provide coﬀee for fellowship
between services and other church events. The cost
is $10. You can place a check in the oﬀering with
“coﬀee” on the memo line, pay at the kiosk in the
narthex, or pay online through the website.
Sanctuary Lamp Oil - Keep the sanctuary lamp lit.
The cost is $10. You can place a check in the oﬀering
with “lamp oil” on the memo line, pay at the kiosk
in the narthex, or pay online through the website.

Current Special Giving OpportuniZes…
Amazon Smile - Do you shop on Amazon? Donate
to our church with each of your purchases. Instead
of using the regular Amazon site to make your purchases, go to hlps://www.smile.amazon.com.
Choose St Stephen’s as your charity.
Quarters for ELCA World Hunger - All quarters in
the oﬀering plate go to ﬁght hunger throughout the
world.
HACAP, OperaZon BackPack - Help the children ﬁll
the the quarter tube by the pulpit, so kids at Grant
Woods & Erskine Elementary Schools can eat!
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LORD

Hear Our

Prayers

Members
Steve Thomas
Mick Butz
Joan Petersen
Toni Lee
Judy Nye
Harriet Hemphill
Elfriede Hansen
Ann Kleman
Cris Nodruc
Mary Flecksing
Sally Beltz
Marilee Reinertson
Torres

Rela+ves
Trent Rosberg
Gertrude Lee
Dave Goepfert
Mark Reinertson

Serving in the military and/or overseas
Alex Graw, Army NaConal Guard
Our Companions in Ministry
The Rev. Elineema Mndeme and people of Kisiwani, Pare Diocese, Tanzania (our Companion
CongregaCon) and Bp. Charles Rabson Mjema
and staﬀ, Pare Diocese, Tanzania
Tekeste Gebrekidan, serving the refugee populaCon from Eritrea in Ethiopia

Please contact the oﬃce or use a Prayer Request card (in
your pew rack) to place your loved one’s name on this list for
two weeks and/or request prayer of the pastoral staﬀ. If
your loved one desires a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Ritva by voice or text at 319-693-2087 or by email at
pastorritva@gmail.com.

Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a Good Pair of Milens
Far too ocen, children arrive at LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood ResidenCal Treatment Centers with
very li^le in their possession.
We give thanks for Iowa congregaCons who faithfully respond to these needs, year acer year!
As winter approaches, LSI relies on your loving support to meet the demands for winter apparel for children and youth at Beloit and Bremwood. Ocen, children in residenCal treatment
have li^le control over their lives, so it’s important for us to give children the opportunity,
when possible, to shop for their new coat or mi^ens. Because of this, we ask that you please
not donate arCcles of clothing. With your generous ﬁnancial donaCon, many children will have
the simple joy of choosing their new coat, knowing that they are loved and cherished.
If you would like more informaCon, please contact Deb Whi{ord, LSI director of philanthropy
and church relaCons, at Deborah.Whi{ord@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an aﬃliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregaBons of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abiliBes, religions, sexes, gender idenBBes, naBonal origins, ethniciBes, races, and
sexual orientaBons. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

A Loving Companion
When Tatyana came to LSI’s Bremwood ResidenCal Treatment Center in Waverly, she was lonely.
She lost her mom at a young age, and her father was incarcerated. She didn’t have anyone to look up to,
and the only way she knew how to cope with trauma and anger was by yelling and hi|ng. When she
began seeing her LSI therapist, she wasn’t comfortable talking about her diﬃcult past.
Then she met a new friend, Max. Max is a three-year-old yellow Labrador Retriever, and a friendly face
to everyone he sees on Bremwood’s campus. Thanks to a generous donaCon by a local church and
through a partnership between LSI and Retrieving Freedom, Max is now the oﬃcial therapy dog at
Bremwood.
Max has been working with Tatyana for over a year now. He sits on the sofa next to her during every
therapy session, which makes her feel safe talking to her LSI team. Tatyana pracCces calmly giving Max
commands like “sit” or “stay,” which is teaching her that her voice is heard without needing to yell. She
is using a calmer voice when she talks to others on campus too.
The children and teens at Bremwood love seeing Max each day. And when more children like Tatyana
walk through the doors for the ﬁrst Cme, Max is there, ready to be a friendly face and let them know
they will be loved and cared for at LSI.
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SEPTEMBER AT ST STEPHEN’S
YOUTH GATHERING THANK
YOU BRUNCH

MEN’S NIGHT OUT
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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, ELCA
610 31st St. SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403-3021
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Staﬀ Directory
Pastor
Youth & Young Adult Minister
Oﬃce Administrator
Music Director
Piano Accompanist
Premises Keeper
Council President
CommunicaCon Coordinator

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:00am First Worship Service
9:00am Coﬀee & Fellowship
9:15am Learning Hour
10:30am Second Worship Service
Wednesday Evening Schedule
6:30pm Worship

Rev. Dr. Ritva Williams
Mark Howland
Sherry Mercil
David Haas
Leslie Hyland
Debbie Polk
Jeanne Towell
Mark Howland

St. Stephen’s

Lutheran Church, ELCA
To Know, Live, and Share Christ.
ssluth.com • 319-364-2637

pastorritva@gmail.com
mhowland1983@gmail.com
oﬃce@ssluth.com
music@ssluth.com
lesliehyland@gmail.com
(319) 329-7655
thetowells@msn.com
sslcommcoord@gmail.com

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
(ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ
congregaCon that welcomes diversity, which enriches, nurtures, and
challenges our life and ministry.
Come and join us as
we know, live, and
share Christ
together in love.

