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Sunday, October 16, marks a major milestone in my life. Five years ago to the
day, I preached and presided for the ﬁrst Cme here at St. Stephen’s. Two weeks
later, on November 6 — All Saints Sunday — Pastor Eric Carlson, Assistant to the
Bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod, oﬃcially installed me as your pastor.
Three words describe how I feel about our ministry together over these ﬁve
years: grateful, thankful, blessed.
See what we have accomplished together over the last ﬁve years:
• developed a vision and values statement around warmhearted hospitality, life-changing sacred
pracCces, grateful service, and bold witness (2012)
• hired David Haas as our Music Director (2012)
• installed large screen monitors in the sanctuary to project worship services (2012)
• adopted a new consCtuCon and mission-based governance structure (2013)
• hired Susan Hallock as Oﬃce Manager (2013)
• added Wednesday evening worship as a venue to explore new sacred pracCces (2013)
• adopted a new logo featuring the cross that hangs in our sanctuary (2014)
• became a Reconciling in Christ congregaCon (2014)
• became a host congregaCon with Family Promise of Linn County (2014)
• became a Stephen Ministry congregaCon (2014)
• became a pastoral internship site of Wartburg Theological Seminary in partnership with the
Spiritual Care Department of St. Luke’s Hospital for vicars Paul Andrew Johnson (2013-2014),
Aleese Baldwin (2014-2015), Luci Sesvold (2015-2016), and KrisD Grieder (2016-2017)
• held a non-reCrement party in celebraCon of 65 years of mission and ministry in this facility at
610 31st Street SE (2015)
• partnered with Grant Wood Elementary School in HACAP’s OperaDon BackPack (2015)
• began visioning a three to ﬁve year strategic plan (2015) that resulted in the formaCon of ﬁve
strategic working groups (2016): Youth Ministry, Small Group Development, InviCng Others to
Join our Story, Neighborhood Ministry, FaciliCes/Space Assessment
• hired Mark Howland as our Youth and Young Adult Minister (2016)
• engaged in our ﬁrst inter-faith day of service with members of the Islamic Center of
Cedar Rapids (2016).
I am

grateful for your Cme, talent, energy and treasure that have made all these things possible.
thankful for your gracious hospitality, generosity of spirit, openness to new ideas and
experiments, and your courage to give all of them a try.
• blessed to know, live, and share Christ daily together with you.
•
•

Looking forward to the next stage of our journey together with joy!

Pastor Ritva

The Cme has come once again for
me to conCnue explaining my role
as Youth and Young Adult Minister.
The responsibility I would like to
share with you this month is
working with the young adults of
our congregaDon and the community. While St. Stephen’s has always
included these individuals in our outreach and
ministry, this group has not had a staﬀ person who
speciﬁcally includes them in their focus. With the
expansion of this posiCon, this group is included.
A young adult is usually deﬁned as anyone between the ages of 18 and 30. Pastor Ritva and I had
discussions which led us to deﬁne our group as
anyone between the ages of 18 and 35. We are
fortunate to have members and frequent visitors
from this group. Included are those who have
graduated and moved into colleges or universiCes.
While they may not be able to agend acCviCes at
St. Stephen’s because they are living in another
community for nine months every year, we want to
maintain a supporCve relaConship with them. For
those who have already graduated from higher
educaCon, chosen to begin their work immediately
following high school, or moved into our community and agend St. Stephen’s, I will be working with
them in creaCng fellowship and faith growth opportuniCes. I will also be reaching out to those who
are agending Coe, Mount Mercy, Kirkwood, or
Cornell Colleges.

The importance here is in developing relaConships and walking with these young adults on their
life journeys. Their speciﬁc needs and life circumstances are unique. Some of them are single, some
married, and others married with children. Many
have had a lot of transiCon. So creaCng a sense of
belonging and connectedness can be a beneﬁt for
them, and St. Stephen’s is a place where they can
ﬁnd that.
Since I have been focusing ﬁrst on our work with
youth, this ministry is just starCng to take shape.
We will be having our ﬁrst gathering of young
adults already connected with St. Stephen’s at the
end of this month. Our cookout and Dme of
fellowship on October 21 will also provide Dme to
discuss what the needs of this group are and how
we would like to proceed. When the shape of this
ministry is clearer, I will be able to connect with
the college students and share with them what we
have to oﬀer.
I encourage you to have conversaCons with me
regarding any or all parts of the informaCon which
I have just shared. Most importantly, I look forward
to hearing from you regarding how you would like
to be a part of this ministry.

Mark Howland

Youth & Young Adult Minister

YOUTH and YOUNG ADULT OPPORTUNITIES
Every Sunday morning – High School Discussion Group @ 9:15am
October 12 – High School Youth ConnecDon @ 7:15pm – Orange Leaf, 4866 1st Ave NE
October 14 & 15 – Middle School Lock-In @ UNI (8pm Friday-6am Saturday)
October 21 – Young Adult Cook-out @ 6:30pm
October 26 – 5:30pm Ghoulish Feast • 6:30 Worship • 7:15 Haunted House
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September was a month of
many ﬁrst’s – ﬁrst sermon
at St. Stephen’s; ﬁrst on-call
shil at St. Luke’s; ﬁrst
inter-faith service of
remembrance; ﬁrst Cme
teaching conﬁrmaCon and
most recently, my ﬁrst fall
theological conference.
Last week, Pastor Ritva, Mark, and I agended
the SE Iowa Synod Fall Theological Conference
in Davenport for a few days to make connecCons
with our colleagues in ministry and to learn and
grow deeper in our study of theology and scripture. As we studied the Gospel of John, I could
not help but noCce how the theme of Abiding in
God has been most prevalent for me this month.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “Abide in Me,
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear

fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me.” (John 15:4).
As I conCnue to ponder this theme, I wonder,
what does it really mean for us to abide in
God? In the midst of change and new
beginnings, I have had to take on each new
experience one step at a Cme, drawing upon
God for strength and not my own power, and
dwelling in God’s presence so that I am able to
be present to others.
So, as the seasons change and we face Cme of
uncertainty and fear, let us abide in God, the
source of our life and wholeness. It conCnues to
be a joy to serve alongside this community, and I
am excited to see the fruit we will bear together
in the coming months.

Vicar Kristi Grieder

Learning Opportunities
OCTOBER 2 at 9:15am
Children’s Time – Children’s Place (lower level)
HS Discussion Time – Why Pray? (Youth Room)
Adult Learning – Kathy Good & Carole Butz:
“Family Caregivers Center of Mercy” (FH)
New Member OrientaCon (Rm 11)
OCTOBER 9 at 9:15am
Children’s Time & Music with David
(Children’s Place & Sanctuary)
HS Discussion Time – Too Busy to be Me? (YR)
Adult Learning – Erika Uthe: “In This Together –
Our Shared Ministry” (FH)

OCTOBER 16 at 9:15am
Children’s Time – Children’s Place (lower level)
HS Discussion Time – Why Get Angry? (YR)
Adult Learning – RecepHon: CelebraHng Five
Years Together! (FH)
OCTOBER 23 at 9:15am
Children’s Time – Children’s Place (lower level)
HS Discussion Time – Being Blessed (YR)
Adult Learning – Kimberly Andresen-Reed:
“TransformaHve Healing – a safe space for
LGBTQIA survivors of violence” (FH)
OCTOBER 30 at 9:15am
IntergeneraSonal Event: The ReformaHon
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Reformation Celebrations
and Oktoberfest
FUNd-Raiser Event
on Reformation Sunday!
On Sunday, October 30, Lutherans around the
world will celebrate the 499th anniversary of
the ReformaCon, a movement, sparked by
MarCn Luther, that fanned the ﬂame of social,
poliCcal, arCsCc, musical, and economic change
throughout the world.
In short, ReformaSon Sunday, is the Sme of
year to celebrate what it means to be Lutheran!
Consider this arCcle as an invitaCon and some
encouragement to invite your friends, family
members, and neighbors to come and experience what makes our history (and our present
and future) so unique!
Here are the details of the day:
• Celebratory ReformaDon Sunday Service
(8:00 and 10:30am)
• IntergeneraDonal ReformaDon
PresentaDon (9:15am)
A fesCval and fundraising event will begin
immediately following second service.
Proceeds will go toward the youth scholarship

for parCcipaCon in our upcoming ReformaCon
tour to Germany in 2017. AcCviCes include:
• Fall Games and AcDviDes for Children in
the Sanctuary
• German Food StaDon by the Hospitality
Commigee – Free Will DonaCon
• Dessert Silent AucDon – by Emma Israel.
Please let Emma know if you are willing to
donate a dessert to a good cause!
• “Delete De-Hymn” – by DeeAnn Hebrink.
The winning bid gets to “delete” a hymn of
your choice from the St. Stephen’s repertoire for an enCre year!
• “We-Brews” – A $10.00 buy-in cral beer
exchange. See John Williams with any
quesCons you may have!
• Book Sale – Marilyn Loan will ﬁll you in on
all the latest and greatest for this year’s
book sale!
• Envelope Wall – Sarah Nolte will create
a wall of requested donaCons – small,
medium, and large – to support this
once-in-a-lifeCme experience for our youth.

Remember: Worship, fellowship, and fundraising are made merrier with more people. Please invite
your friends, family members, and neighbors to come and learn about what makes St. Stephen’s
(and being Lutheran) so special!
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Through the Week at St. Stephen’s
What’s usually happening on a given day
Sundays
8:00am
9:00am
9:15am
9:15am
10:30am
11:45am
12:00pm

1st Worship Service
Fellowship
EducaCon Hour
HS Youth Discussion Group
2nd Worship Service
Oktoberfest Luncheon (10/30)
Sunday Bible Brunch at Lion Bridge,
59 16th Ave SW (10/18)
12:15pm Sunday Bible Brunch at Napoli’s
(500 Marion Blvd) (10/2)

Mondays
9 to 2:00
8:00am
12:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Church oﬃce open
Men’s Group at Mr. Beans in Marion
eNews deadline
Stephen Ministry at King of Kings (10/10)
Stephen Ministry at Joan’s (10/24)
Boy Scouts Troop 9 (10/3, 17, 24, 31)

Tuesdays
9 to 2:00
8:30am
10:00am
11:30am
5:30pm
6:30pm

Church oﬃce open
Staﬀ MeeCng
Women’s Bible Study
Women’s 50+ Luncheon (10/11)
Worship & Music Team Mtg (10/11)
Ministry Teams MeeCngs (10/11)

Wednesdays
9 to 2:00 Church oﬃce open
5:30pm All Hallow’s Eve FesCval:
Ghoulish Feast (10/26)
6:30pm Worship (Taize 10/5; Healing 10/19)
7:15pm ConﬁrmaCon
7:15pm High School Youth Group (10/12)
7:15pm Music Rehearsals
7:15pm Operation BackPack (10/5 & 19)
7:15pm Haunted House (10/26)
Thursdays
9 to 2:00 Church oﬃce open
6:00pm WomenWineWisdom at La CanCna
3217 7th Ave, Marion (10/6)
6:30pm Finance Commigee MeeCng (10/13)
6:30pm Council MeeCng (10/20)
Fridays
Pastor’s Sabbath
6:30pm Young Adult Cookout (10/21)
8:00pm UNI Middle School Lock-In (10/14-15)
Page 5

We pray for the families and friends of:
Elaine Peters (Ellen Dennis’ mother), who passed
away Sunday, September 25.
Darris Pickering (Reta Westercamp's brother)
who died on Sunday, September 18.

On the Prayer List
Members
Steve Thomas
Mick Butz
Lee Tramutolo
Pete Hansen
Ken Kaiser
Joan Petersen
Toni Lee
Judy Nye
Suzanne Schmidt
Ann Kleman
Harriet Hemphill
Ev Petersen
Reta Westercamp

RelaSves
Terry Swalve
Trent Rosberg
Shirley Coates
LaRue Hagen
Dave Goepfert
Cathy Goepfert
Larry Stokke
Friends
Pat Schnitzel
Glenna Houtz

Serving in the military and/or overseas
Nick Wheeler, Army NaConal Guard (grandson of
Gail & Dan Husmann)
Alex Graw, Army NaConal Guard
Please contact the oﬃce or use a Prayer Request card
(in your pew rack) to place your loved one’s name on
this list for two weeks and/or request prayer of the
Monday Prayer Team. If your loved one desires a
pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Ritva.

All Hallows’ Eve FesDval
Wednesday, October 26
Join us in costume!

5:30pm Ghoulish Feast
6:30pm Worship
7:15pm Haunted House

Practice Discipleship in Daily Life
Join us as we explore the seven faith practices that are the foundation for
following Jesus in daily life: Worship, Prayer, Encourage, Study, Give, Invite, Serve.
WORSHIP

STUDY

Sunday morning services at 8:00 and 10:30am

Bring Your Bible to Brunch, October 2 (Napoli’s,
500 Marion Blvd) & 18 (Lion Bridge, 59 16th Ave).

Wednesday worship is at 6:30pm according to
the following schedule:

Join Pastor Ritva and John as they
explore the lecConary readings for
the following Sunday.

1st Wednesday . . . Taize-style Worship
2nd Wednesday . . . InteracCve Worship
3rd Wednesday . . . Healing Service
4th Wednesday . . . InteracCve Worship
5th Wednesday . . . Youth-Led Worship

Would you like to sing with
us? Perhaps it’s been a
while since you sang in a
choir, or you never had the
opportunity to learn how
to sing. Our choir director
is ready to teach us!
Solfege is the study of singing and musicianship
using solmizaCon syllables. Each rehearsal will
include 10-15 minutes teaching us how to sing.
Childcare is provided during rehearsals. Join us
Wednesday nights following worship at
7:15-8:15pm.
Following rehearsal, there is a crag beer
exchange! We are a fun group. Come join us. All
are welcome!
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Men’s Group (Mondays at 8am) at Mr. Beans
in Marion. Come and join the men as they study
Andrew Newberg’s book “Why God Won’t
Go Away.”
Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays at 10:00am
beginning October 11 will be studying the
Gospel of John. Stay ager on October 11 for the
Women 50+ Luncheon!
ConﬁrmaDon for Middle School Youth:
Wednesdays at 7:15pm, Room 9
Do You Have QuesDons????
Do You Want To Explore
What Faith Is????
Do You Want To Understand
What You Believe Bemer????
If you answered yes to any of these quesCons
and are in high school, join us for discussions on
Sunday mornings at 9:15am in the Youth Room.
Feel free to bring a friend!

INVITE
Thursday, October 2, 6pm – WomenWineWisdom
at La CanDna (3217 7th Ave, Marion). RSVP Amy
at amykuhn2@aol.com or 270-6365.
Friday, October 21, 6:30pm, Young Adult (18-35)
Cookout – Meat, lemonade, and water provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. RSVP
Mark Howland.

SERVE
OperaDon Backpack, Wednesday
October 5 & 19, We’re looking for
volunteers to: 1) pick up food items
from HACAP the Tuesday before;
2) 6pm Wednesday set up the food
to be packed in Room 10; 3) 7:15pm pack bags;
and 4) Thursday between 9-9:45am deliver the
bags to Grant Wood Elementary. Sign up at
Signup Genius: hgp://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805084fa8ae2da31-operaCon or contact
Jeanne Towell (thetowells@msn.com 368-6687).
We are looking for a volunteer(s) to stuff envelopes once a year in January. There are four steps:
1) stuff folded letters into preaddressed envelopes (approx 130); 2) seal the self-seal envelopes;
3) affix stamps; 4) mail them. About a one hour
process. If interested, contact Ken Nathan
(393-5615 or kenkathynathan@gmail.com).
QuilDng Ministry: Thank you for all the
donaCons of thread and fabric. Strips
are ready for marking, cuzng into
squares, and sewing together – all
individual tasks that can be done at home. The
group has over ten quilt tops completed! Each
needs a liner, backing, and then tacking. I live
close to the church, oﬀ 40th St. SE. Give me a call
if you have a spare hour.
Barbara Kusler – 319-826-3794 (home)
or 214-202-8646 (cell)
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Thank You St. Stephen’s!
GIVE
Many thanks to you who sent cards, made

phone calls, and said prayers for me this past
Sanctuary Lamp Oil Sponsor Opportunity! If you
few months. They were appreciated both by
wish
a week of oil for our Eternal
me to
andsponsor
my family.
Lamp, please put $10 in the oﬀering
and
Joan
Petersen
designate in the memo line or on your envelope
that
thisyou
is your
intent.
Or sign up and
online at Sign
Thank
for all
the hospitality
Up
Genius (hgp://www.signupgenius.com/
generosity
you have provided during our
transiSon to St. Stephen’s. We are very
go/5080c45abaa2da57-fellowship1)
and pay
gratefulour
foronline
your support;
especially for the
through
giving opCon.
Hy-Vee gid card! We are excited to be here
and look forward to being a part of this
community.
Altar Flowers Sign Up Opportunity! Select a
Vicar Kristi & Jonathan Grieder
date and indicate if it is a special
commemoraCon.
Place the
yourInterfaith
gil of $25
(marked
Thank you for hosSng
Prayer
“FLOWERS)
in
the
oﬀering
plate
or
pay
through
Service in remembrance of 9/11. My husband
our
website’s
online of
giving
link.Mitchell’s
and
I are members
Brenda
church. We thought the service was
meaningful. Not too lengthy which
encouraged families with young children to
come. And a wonderful group aiended.
Your eﬀorts were appreciated! Peace,
Charlotte Zeman
Pastor Ritva, St. Stephen’s, and the
Islamic Center,
Thank you so much for all of your help
painSng our child care rooms at Kids Point
Downtown locaSon! The rooms look amazing,
and we are so happy to have a fresh new look
for the new school year! We also greatly
appreciate you providing volunteers to deep
clean the Madge Phillips Center Shelter. Our
clients really appreciate having a clean, safe
place to stay during this diﬃcult Sme in their
lives. Thank you again for supporSng
Waypoint; you are appreciated!
Brittany Appleton
Event & Volunteer Coordinator

For informaCon on Lutheran Services in Iowa, visit www.LSIowa.org.
Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Warming Hearts with God’s Love and a Good Pair of Mittens
Far too often, there are children who arrive at
LSI’s Beloit and Bremwood Residential Treatment
Centers with almost nothing in their possession.
And for children or youth who have been in the
foster care system, it’s not uncommon for them
to arrive with everything they own in a single
garbage bag.
We give thanks for Iowa congregaCons because
you faithfully respond to these needs, year aler
year! As winter approaches, LSI relies on your
loving support to meet the demand for hats,
gloves, and migens for children and youth at
Beloit and Bremwood. With your generous
donaCon, each child can have the chance to
shop for their own winter clothing.
Your church has likely received or will soon be
receiving a leger inviCng you to parCcipate in
LSI’s hats and migens appeal. If you would like
more informaCon, please contact Deb Whi{ord,
LSI director of philanthropy and church relaCons,
deborah.whi{ord@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds
to the love of Jesus Christ through compas–
sionate service. LSI is an aﬃliated social ministry
partner of the Iowa congregaSons of the ELCA
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America).
We proudly serve people of all ages, abiliSes,
religions, sexes, gender idenSSes, naSonal
origins, ethniciSes, races, and sexual
orientaSons. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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Seeds of Hope
The kids at the Beloit ResidenCal Treatment
Center in Ames have been hard at work this year
in the Beloit Learning Garden. The space gives
kids the chance to learn new skills each week,
like gardening and growing healthy foods.
“I love seeing how excited the kids get about the
vegetables and picking them. Any Sme the kids
are around healthy food, it’s really great,” says
garden volunteer Rachel.
Kyanni has learned plenty of new lessons about
farming. When she’s in the garden, she’s hard at
work ﬁnding her favorite vegetable – broccoli –
or helping the younger kids ﬁnd good foods to
pick and send back to Beloit’s dining room.
Kids like Paul have found a passion for farming
and a love of vegetables thanks to the garden
and its volunteers.
Paul has been working in the garden throughout
the year, and he loves learning about nature and
making new food every week. His favorite
vegetable is zucchini, which he now gets to grow
in the garden.
When he grows up, Paul wants to be a farmer
and plant “a whole bunch of stuﬀ” for his family.
Thanks to the generous gils of our donors, kids
like Paul are growing up with access to healthy
foods and a love of the outdoors.

Rally Day Sunday, August 28
The celebraDon began with worship and music, followed by a picnic, fun and games, and the dedicaDon of
our limle library.
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Saturday, September 10
The 15th anniversary of 9/11 gave members from St. Stephen’s and the Islamic Center of Cedar Rapids the
unique opportunity to gather together for a service project painDng classrooms and hallways and cleaning
bathrooms and the common kitchen area at the Madge Phillips Center Shelter in Cedar Rapids.

Inter-Faith Evening
Service, Sunday,
September 11
We had expected around 50 people
to amend but 162 people from many
diﬀerent faiths came. Dessert and
conversaDon followed the service.
CBS 2 Joe Huisinga
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St. Stephen’s Crew Helps Sandbag Before the Flood
Saturday, September 24
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Staﬀ Directory

Pastor
Youth & Young Adult Minister
Pastoral Intern
Oﬃce Manager
Music Director
Piano Accompanist
Premises Keeper
Council President
eNews Editor

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:00am Worship
9:00am Coﬀee & Fellowship
9:15am EducaCon Hour
10:30am Worship
Please join us Wednesdays:
6:30pm Worship

Rev. Dr. Ritva Williams
Mark Howland
KrisC Grieder
Susan Hallock
David Haas
Leslie Hyland
Debbie Polk
Jeanne Towell
Marilyn Loan

St. Stephen’s

Lutheran Church, ELCA
To Know, Live, and Share Christ.
ssluth.com • 319-364-2637

pastorritva@gmail.com
mhowland1983@gmail.com
kvh.grieder@gmail.com
oﬃce@ssluth.com
music@ssluth.com
lesliehyland@gmail.com
(319) 329-7655
thetowells@msn.com
marilyn.loan@me.com

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
(ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ
congregaCon that welcomes
diversity, which enriches, nurtures,
and challenges our life and ministry.
Come and join us as
we know, live, and
share Christ
together in love.

