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The main objective of the Petite Division is to continue to teach the fundamental 
game of softball. 

 
1) All games shall be a maximum of five (5) innings.  No new inning shall start after 1 

hour and 20 minutes.  The inning in progress must be completed. 
 

2) A rover will be used by any team having at least ten (10) players present. 
 
3) Base paths shall be sixty (60) feet and pitchers plate shall be thirty –five (35) feet 

from home plate. 
 
4) Each team will be required to pitch a nine (9) year old (League age) a minimum of 

one complete inning.  It must be the first or second inning.  If there is an eight (8) 
year old playing up, she can fulfill the pitching requirement.  The eight year old only 
may pitch from thirty-two (32) feet. 

 
5) Coaches WILL rotate players between infield and outfield positions, except pitchers 

and catchers. 
 
6) An eleven (11)-inch ball shall be used. 
 
7A)  If a pitcher pitches four balls to any batter in the inning, the play is dead and 

runners cannot advance.  The coach will pitch a maximum of five (5) pitches.  Once 
the adult comes out to pitch the count will start over.  If the batter has not hit a fair 
ball, struck out, or been put out after receiving the maximum number of pitches 
without completing any of these situations the batter will be called out, with the 
exception of foul balls.  No bunts or walks are permitted off of the adult pitcher.  The 
youth pitcher will return to pitch to the subsequent batter.  To clarify, no walks are 
allowed and the coach/adult will come into pitch after each walk in each inning.  This 
rule is set up to encourage our young pitchers to be able to pitch as much as 
possible with no penalty for not throwing strikes.  Hit batters will take their base.  
The youth pitcher performs all field responsibilities, even when the adult is pitching.  
There is no stealing allowed while the adult is pitching. 
 

7B) The pitcher cannot hit more than 3 batters in one inning.  After the 3rd hit batter the 
pitcher must be moved to another position. 
 

8) The infield fly rule will NOT apply. 
 

9) No dropped third strike rule. 
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10) A pitched ball hitting the plate will be considered a ball unless the batter swings at it. 
 
11) Scoring shall be three (3) outs or five (5) runs maximum. 
 
12) ASA/USSSA look back rule shall apply. 
 
13) Stealing will be allowed only one base per pitch including home. 
 
14) A player, who in the judgment of the umpire could cause injury by throwing her bat, 

will be called out immediately without a prior warning. 
 
15) On a hit ball a runner may attempt only one base per over throw on any throw to a 

base. 
 

 
 


