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Principal Julie Brown Celebrates 25 years at St. Agnes
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St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation
The St. Agnes Catholic School
Foundation was established to insure long-term financial stability
for St. Agnes Catholic School.
Our mission is to provide students
at St. Agnes with a quality education, a place to learn about and
serve the Lord, pleasant and up-todate facilities, and a fun and safe
recreational environment. We also strive to offer superior benefits
to retain our dedicated staff.

The Foundation is a Section 501
(c) 3 Not-for-Profit Corporation.
All gifts, cash or items (included
those donated to Premiere) are tax
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-deductible. All money donated to
the Foundation is carefully invested to provide maximization of
benefits. The Board is made up of
parishioners of St. Agnes Church
and supporters of St. Agnes
School. Thanks to your generosity and our Board, who oversees
spending, we are able to serve
over 120 students annually.
Please consider making a contribution to support these students
and the future of St. Agnes
School.

This year, we celebrated
Julie Brown in her 25th
anniversary with St. Agnes
Catholic School.
Julie
graduated from Kearney
State and had her first
teaching job while living
in Omaha. Her husband,
Pat, was attending medical
school, and there was a
one year position at Blair Elementary. After her
initial year, a position opened up, and she taught
at Blair for seven years. During this time, she
knew at some point in her career she wanted to
teach at a Catholic school.
The Browns moved to Scottsbluff in 1993. Julie
had two young daughters at the time, so she
stayed home with them. Julie started with St. Agnes in 1994 as a fourth grade teacher. After 14
years in the classroom, she taught physical education part-time for three years before becoming the

principal in 2011. Julie just completed her eighth
year as an administrator and we are all so happy
she said YES to this calling in Catholic education
and as principal.
“It was the right place at the right time and somebody thought I was the right person,” Julie says.
“This place was near and dear to my heart. My
kids went here and I wanted it to succeed.” I
think everyone at St. Agnes would agree that our
school is a better place because of Julie, and we
are so thankful for her years of dedication to our
children. You can tell it’s not just a job for Julie;
she goes above and beyond to help these students
and families any way she can. I have personally
seen so many examples of how Julie impacts lives
everyday.
Congratulations, Julie, and thank you for making
St. Agnes a great place to work and send our children to school!
Jackie Seymour, Executive Director

Mrs. Brown is one in a million!
Dressed as a banana to
reward students for
fundraising

Encouraging a healthy
lifestyle at Jump Rope
for Heart

Donating to a food
drive at the public
library

Accepting an award for
Employer of the Year
from Panhandle BPW
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Around the School

How YOU Can Help
Please consider joining our efforts by sharing your gifts and talents. We ask that you remember the Foundation in your financial planning, memorials for loved ones, or outright gifts of
items or cash. We are always looking for unique auction items and volunteers for Premiere.
Some items you can provide include antiques, travel packages, furniture, kid birthday packages,
and (new) toys. Please use the card below to indicate how you would like to support the Foundation. However you may choose to give, we appreciate your generosity. We know that many
organizations benefit from your gifts and we thank you for making St. Agnes Catholic School
Foundation one of them!

St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation Contribution
Thank you for your generosity!
Student Council served doughnuts after mass
during Catholic Schools Week.
PE is a favorite with all the kids, and our new
gym floor makes it a great place for various
school events and activities!
The entire
school
celebrated
Catholic
Schools
Week
Mass
with
The
Bishop.

St. Agnes Foundation
P.O. Box 2214
Scottsbluff, NE 69363

Name____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City ________________________________ State ________
Zip __________ Preferred Phone _____________________
Email ____________________________________________

I would like to make a contribution to the St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation.
Please find a check enclosed in the amount of $ ________________.
Please use my donation for the following:

□ Principal Fund
□ Alumni Futures Scholarship
□ St. Agnes School Tuition Scholarship
□ Premiere 2019

We’ll be in touch!

□ I would like to donate an auction
item for Premiere
□ I am interested in helping with
Premiere as a volunteer
□ Please add me to the Premiere
invitation list

Alumni Alert!

The bounce house was a hit during
the Jump Rope for Heart event.
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The kids enjoyed a treat from the Foundation
during Catholic Schools Week.

Alumni,
We need your help! Please help us keep
our records up-to-date with your most current information. We appreciate updates
regarding addresses, emails, phone numbers, career moves, achievements, etc.
Thank you for your efforts in helping us
keep our records accurate.
We appreciate it!

You may send updates to:

St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation
P.O. Box 2214
Scottsbluff, NE 69363-2214
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A Note from the Board

Pastor’s Corner: Father Vince Parsons

Our Board members are valuable representatives of the community we serve and have ties to our school and
church. With their input, guidance, and prayer, the Foundation’s impact on our school, students, and staff
has been great! We ask for your prayers as this group continues to do God’s work by maintaining our current
work, achieving goals, and reaching for new heights.
Bridget Peck, Board President
Director of Audit & Risk - Platte Valley Companies
Parent, Parent of Alumni, Parishioner

Jason Ossian, Board Secretary
Attorney - Douglas, Kelly, Ostdiek and Ossian
Parent of Alumni
Troy Herman, Board Treasurer
Owner - Wiedeman Financial Services
Parent of Alumni, Parishioner
Kathy Carney
Retired
Parent of Alumni, Parishioner
Redo Celli
General Manager - Celli’s Cycle Center
Parent, Parishioner
Chuck Elley
Owner - Chuck Elley Presentations
Parent of Alumni, Parishioner
Nate Merrigan
Business Banker - Great Western Bank
Parent, Parishioner
Mark Rueb
General Manager - Southwest Hide Co.
Parent of Alumni, Parishioner
David Schaff
Vice President - MCS Family of Companies
Parent, Parent of Alumni, Parishioner
Jill Wineman
Employee - Couplatamic Systems
Parent of Alumni, Parishioner

Father Vince Parsons
Pastor - St. Agnes Catholic Church
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Our board is thrilled to welcome two new members;
Redo Celli and Nate Merrigan. Both are St. Agnes parishioners and parents of children currently enrolled in
the school. They bring diverse experience and business acumen to our board, and we thank them for their
willingness to share their time and talents with us!
The opportunity to add these gentlemen to the board
was created by the departure of Jack Kearns and Mark
Neifert. We thank Jack and Mark for their many years
of service to the board, especially their help in recent
years with our annual Premiere fundraiser.
Speaking of Premiere, mark your calendars now for
Premiere 2019 on November 22, 2019. As always, we
have a wonderful evening planned, and we thank our
generous donors and dedicated volunteers for their
help to bring it to fruition year after year.
With our successful fundraising over the past year, we
were able both to grow our foundation and to provide
current support to the school. While growing our
foundation is an important commitment to the longterm viability of our school, and is at the core of what
the foundation strives to do, we are pleased to be able
to help the school with significant capital needs today.
In the past year, we wrapped up the upgrade of the new
gymnasium floor and began work on enhancements to
school safety - again, all made possible thanks to our
generous donors and dedicated volunteers.

If you are interested in supporting the school through
the foundation, please reach out to our Executive Director, Jackie Seymour. Thank you all for your ongoing support!
Bridget Peck, Board President

It’s hard to believe that
we are completing another successful academic year! Since the
inception of St. Agnes
in 1955, many people
have passed through
these hallways and
moved on to bigger and
better adventures in
their lives. I know for
the administration and
staff, there is a real
sense of pride that all of our students and families
are moving toward the life God intends for them, and
we are proud that we had a pivotal role in helping
our students reach their potential.
As Pastor of St. Agnes Catholic Church and School,
I could not be prouder of our students and alumni. I
have been here long enough to see our students graduate from college. Time moves so very quickly. Yet
it all comes back to the Catholic education our alumni have received in the elementary years here at St.
Agnes. The fact that you can read this note means
you have benefitted from our dedicated teachers who
strove to educate you in reading! But isn’t that the
way it goes – with the aid and help of others, we
gain insight and knowledge into the world around
us!

Premiere and, of course, the “world famous” Penny
Carnival continue to provide needed financial assistance to fund the operations and improvements to the
school. In recent years, we have replaced windows,
doors, kitchen equipment, desks, curriculum, and
textbooks and so much more! To keep expenses low
for affordable tuition, each year the administration
continues to seek out new opportunities to keep costs
manageable. We thank everyone who continues to
buy a raffle ticket or attend Premiere – your vested
interest is giving directly back to the school. Thank
you.
Finally, I would ask a favor. In your charity, please
remember to say a prayer for our school, its staff,
students, and other alumni. Ask God to continue to
bless the work we do everyday and for the generous
commitment of our teachers and staff. While it’s
hard to believe its been 64 years since St. Agnes
opened its doors to children of the Scottsbluff valley,
we continue the foundational work of education.
Where St. Agnes will go in the next 60 years, only
God knows. But one thing is a safe bet: as long as
we hold to the mission entrusted to us by God – we
cannot lose!
In prayerful support,
Fr. Vince Parsons, Pastor

In January of each year, we begin the budgeting process for the upcoming academic year. As expenses
continue to increase and revenue maintains, we rely
heavy on our alumni, their families, and other benefactors who see the value of St. Agnes Church and
School’s mission – to educate our youth in spiritual,
academic, and character formation. Events like
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Farewell, Fifth Graders; You Will Be Missed!

St. Agnes Alumni Futures Scholarship

May 17 marked the end of their era at St. Agnes
Catholic School, but the beginning of many great
things for a group of 13 fifth graders who left a
lasting mark and impression on their school.

The St. Agnes Catholic School Foundation
awarded the St. Agnes Alumni Futures Scholarship to Benjamin Vidlak in May. Benjamin
graduated from Scottsbluff High School and
plans to attend Community College in Lincoln,
where he will study digital design.

These students excelled in all areas. They were
scholars in the classroom and leaders within the
school, serving on student council, working as cafeteria helpers, providing assistance as kindergarten
Mass buddies and first grade reading buddies. They
attained individual and group recognition for their
good deeds, character, and work ethic.
The fifth grade class singing at the end of the
graduation and the awards presentation.

During high school, he was very involved with
journalism as the leader of the video production
team, winning multiple medals at the Nebraska
Ben at graduation with his parents, John and Betsy Vidlak
State Journalism Championship. Benjamin
was also involved in jujitsu, karate, and one-act plays. St. Agnes kept him volunteering for
years with Penny Carnival, Totus Tuus, and Going Bananas.
The foundation is proud to recognize Benjamin for his accomplishments and dedication to his
church and elementary school alma mater. Benjamin was presented with the scholarship on
Sunday, May 19, at St. Agnes Church. Congratulations Ben!

Always willing to lend a helping hand at the school!

Outside of school, these students excel in sports,
music, dance, trap shooting, and more. This group
embodied what it means to be the hands and feet of
Christ, and we are so proud and excited to send
them on to the next level and will watch with great
excitement to see all that they become.
Mahatma Gandhi said, “Be the change you wish to
see in this world.” Principal Julie Brown predicts
these students will be catalysts for change and
leaders amongst their peers. The sky is the limit
for them – so watch as they continue to let their
light shine!!
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Ben accepting his $1,000 check!

Ben at church with Jackie Seymour and Bridget Peck

The Foundation is excited to be able to give back to our alumni in this capacity.
This is a group of talented kids, with so
many awards given out at graduation.
Addie Peck and Jacob Mark received the
American Legion School Award.

If you wish to contribute to this fund, please use the card within this publication and send a check to:
PO Box 2214, Scottsbluff NE 6936
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