St. Agnes
Elementary School
From Mrs. Brown

Continued…

I hope this finds everyone enjoying a safe
and fun-filled summer. School begins at
8:00 on Monday, August 22nd. We are excited to begin another year of learning and
faith-building in our wonderful school
community. We look forward to beginning
our year in a normal fashion for the first
time in 2 years. While we note that
COVID is still lurking about, all students
in our building are eligible for vaccination
if parents so choose. We will continue to
encourage proper hygiene techniques offering hand sanitizing stations throughout
the school and in the classrooms. As well
we will monitor closely the health of our
students. Should an outbreak occur within
a classroom we will work with Panhandle
Public Health for guidance as to whether
masking should occur for a brief time
period.
A new year always
brings about change
and opportunities for
new growth. We
welcome some new
staff and celebrate
changes for some of
our current staff.
Mrs. Meghan Calvert
will move from the PK
para position to the 3rd
grade classroom teacher.
Mrs. Meghan has been
working on her teaching
degree through UNK and
is nearing its completion.
We are excited to be able
to place her in this position. We know what
a great asset she has been in our school and
look forward to her impacting our students
in a new way in her new position.
Lynsey Ayers has been hired as the 5th
grade teacher. Lynsey graduated from
Brighton, CO and received her associate’s
degree from Eastern, Wy College. She
worked as a para for SBPS while finishing
her bachelor’s degree in elementary education at Chadron State College. She taught
4 years in public school and is looking
forward to a new opportunity in our faithbased environment as it is one she is very
familiar with. She attended a Lutheran
School for her PK-8th grade education. We
are excited to welcome her to our St. Agnes community.

Covid funding
has allowed us to
add a part-time
position in our
school to help
support the
social and
emotional
needs of
our
students.
Kelly Beeber, mother of Graham
Jenkins(K), will be joining us a few
hours a week in this social work position. Kelly previously worked as a social worker in Colorado but has been at
home these past few years. She is excited to come in and work with all
grade levels on this important piece of
learning for school and personal success.
Mrs. Melissa Dudley, who was hired
last year as the kitchen supervisor will
be adding the role of A3 director to her
responsibilities. She will be assisted
by Miss Ayers. Mrs. Melissa and Keleigh Hafner will serve as the Pre– K
para. Keleigh is mother of Aavan (PK)
an alumni of St. Agnes School. We
welcome all our new staff.

Back to School Gathering
The annual back to school gathering
will be held on Thursday, August 18th
on the school playground. As the date
draws closer, please watch the mail for
a formal invitation and
information on
what the evening
will entail.

Hot Lunch
Lunch will return to its normal form this
year. There will be one lunch period and 2
helpers will be needed per day.
The USDA funding that allowed everyone
to eat hot lunch for free, has run out. The
lunch price will be $ 3.50 for students and
$ 3.75 for adults. Milk will be .60 cents
per carton. Free and reduced applications
will be available in the school office after
August 1st and will also be sent home with
students.

Start/Dismissal Times
School will begin at 8:00 A.M. on Aug.
22nd. Students may begin entering the
building at 7:45 using the front (#1) or
back (#4) doors. If there is a need for
your child to be at school earlier than
7:45, they may join the morning club,
which opens at 7:30. There is a $2
charge. Please enter through the back
door for morning club.
Students will be encouraged to sanitize
hands upon entrance to school. Students
arriving after 8:05 will have to enter at
the front door and use the “call button”
for entrance.
Dismissal for all students will be at 3:15
on the playground. Staff will remain on
the grounds until 3:25. Students not
picked up by this time will be placed in
the After School Program and will be
charged accordingly.

Mass Times
We will be attending Mass at 8:15 on
Wednesday morning again this year. Two
Masses per month will be student led. This
is an important and special time for our
students to build and share their faith.
While we will spread out more than
normal, we will not be as distanced as last
year, which will hopefully allow more
space for parents to attend.
The dress code for Mass will remain the
same as in the past – neat attire presentable
for church. This may include jeans or
shorts if they are nice and without holes.
St. Agnes apparel is a good option as well.
We ask that your child not wear: gym
shorts, t-shirts with logos or other
writing, or athletic attire (sweats).

What’s Been happening
The school and gym roofs were replaced
this summer. It had been 20 years since
they were re done and we had begun to
experience some leaking in places. Twin
City Roofing completed the project in
June.
Mr. Orlando is hard at work doing the
usual summer cleaning and repairs about
the building. We are grateful for his hard
work in preparing the building for the
return of students.
A 2nd round of EANS (Educational Assistance to Public Schools) was granted in
late May. These funds will allow us to
continue Mr. Polk’s interventionist position, add the social work position, update
our math curriculum for the 23-24 school
year, host a Jump Start to school program
in August for students recommended by a
teacher, update some technology pieces
and help with cleaning supplies. These
funds must be used to support and enhance learning and off-set any costs related to COVID.

Changes to Look Forward to
The Reading Incentive Committee has a
fun year planned around the Theme: Oh
the Places You’ll Go. We encourage all
families to support their children in reading at home as it helps ensure success in
all areas at school.
Our school will join the diocese in taking
part in a Vocations Initiative during the
course of the next year. A greater emphasis will be placed on vocations through
prayer, special lessons and support for
those young men and women who have
answered the call to study for the ministry
and those who might be discerning the
call. Please watch for more information
for how families can support this initiative.

St. Agnes Fundraising
St. Agnes holds 2 major fundraisers every
year. Tuition, parish assistance and these
fundraisers are the 3 legs of our yearly
budget. It is vitally important that these
events are successful, which can only
happen when all parents are on board and
helping in some fashion.
The Premiere Event
is scheduled to be
held in person on
Friday,
November 18th
at the Civic
Center.
The annual Penny
Carnival
will return in its
normal form on
Sunday, March 5th. Please mark your
calendars to assist with these very
important events.

Further Requests...
Please send a water bottle labeled with
your child’s name to be left at school.
We intend to continue encouraging students to use the bottle filler portion of
the fountain as it cuts down on germ
spreading and inspires them to maintain
proper hydration throughout the day.
We are requesting that parents look
closely at the
school supply list
and purchase only
the items listed on
the classroom
request list. When
students bring
additional supplies,
it creates space
issues within the
desks as well as
sometimes causes
problems amongst the students.

Easy Ways to Help
St. Agnes School has some easy ways for
families and extended families to support the school
using money you already
spend. If you shop at Coop, please save your r eceipts. For every $100,000
saved, the school is gifted
$1000.
If you shop Amazon,
please consider making the school foundation the recipient of your Amazon Smile
points. St. Agnes Star Cards also provide
an opportunity to support the school using
money you would ordinarily spend.
These shopping cards work the same as
cash at multitudes of restaurants, grocery
stores, gas stations, box stores and even
Amazon. E-cards and physical cards can
be purchased to pay for things that you
would otherwise be buying. For a list of
participating merchants, go the Shop with
Scrip. You can set up and account and
use only online cards or you can purchase
physical cards for gifts or other uses.
These merchants give a percent of each
purchase back to the school.
A tuition credit
program was also
started last school
year. Families
can earn credit
toward their
tuition for their
purchases and use
of the Star Cards.
See coordinators
Jodi Windhorst and
Beth Merrigan for
more information.

Reminders
Activity Fee: Each student (K-5)
will be charged a $20 activity fee
(total per family is $ 50.00) to cover
charges that occur throughout the
year. These include: plays, field
trips, special student projects, student planners (gr. 3-5), and other
incidentals that come up during the
year. Pre-K activity fee is $10.
This fee needs to be paid the first
week of school as field trips
begin in early September for
some classes.
Immunizations: All kindergarten students need a current physical, (State
law mandates no sooner than 6
months prior to start date of school)
up to date immunizations, and a baptismal certificate
(if Catholic) prior to
entering school.
(If your child was
baptized at St. Agnes
Church, a certificate
is not needed.)

