THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

JOHN

1  IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
_________________________________

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

JOHN

(Greek)

The FEAST of the NATIVITY of OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

December 24, 2009

10:30 P.M.  CHRISTMAS CAROLING ~ Hymnal 81, 89, 94, 112, 99, 105, 107, 110, 114, 91
5:00, 8:00, & 11:00 P.M.    HOLY EUCHARIST ~ RITE II
The WORD of GOD


Christmas Proclamation (Latin/English from the 9th Century Roman Martyrology)

Prelude:  “Who Is This Child”  ~ Betsy Robertson & Barbara Hameister

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #83
 “O come, all ye faithful”

    BCP
Page 355
Opening Acclamation



Page 356
Gloria in excelsis (Hymnal S-280)


Insert
Collect (BCP p 212), ISAIAH 9:2-7; PSALM 96 (p 725), TITUS 2:11-14
GRADUAL HYMN #96
 “Angels we have heard on high”



Insert
The Gospel:  LUKE 2:1-14 [15-20] 
GRADUAL HYMN #96 chorus




(11 p.m.) Bill Stevens, violin




The Sermon:  The Rev. Scott Fisher



Page 358
The Nicene Creed



Page 392
The Prayers of the People ~ Form VI



Page 360
The Absolution & The Peace

The HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  (8:00 & 11:00) Choir “For Unto Us A Child Is Born”
OFFERTORY HYMN #109 “The First Nowell”



Page 361
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A)



Page 362
Sanctus/Benedictus (Hymnal S-129)




Page 364
The Breaking of the Bread



Page 364
Fraction Anthem (Hymnal S-155) 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Hymnal 79, 115, 101, 87, 84, 128, 102, 93


Page 366
The Post Communion Prayer

RECESSIONAL HYMN  #100   “Joy to the world”

REFLECTION HYMN  #111  “Silent Night”  (kneeling)





The Dismissal





The Last Gospel ~JOHN I (11 p.m. in Greek)

ALL are invited to THE Christmas Feast, which is the Holy Eucharist. Those who wish to only receive a blessing at the Altar, may cross their arms.  It is acceptable to receive the communion in only one kind (i.e. the host) and cross your arms for the chalice.

The flowers on the Altar and the Advent wreath are prepared and provided at minimum cost by College Floral & Gift. 

ST. MATTHEW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Fairbanks, Alaska
Assisting Bishop of Alaska:  The Rt. Rev. Rustin Kimsey                Rector:  The Rev. Scott Fisher

Priests:  The Rev. Stephen Matthew, The Rev. John Holz,

 The Rev. Lee Davis, The Rev. Glen Wilcox (retired)

Deacons:  The Rev. Montie Slusher, The Rev. Bella Jean Savino

2009              

THIS WEEK at ST. MATTHEW'S PARISH 
Thu Dec 24

[The lights on the Christmas Tree outside are turned on when the light

 of the first star appears]



5:00, 8:00 & 11:00 PM   CHRISTMAS EVE Holy Eucharists, Rite II


    
10:30 PM  
Christmas Caroling

Fri
25 

11AM  
CHRISTMAS DAY Eucharist, Rite II 

Sun
27
  8 AM 
 First Sunday after Christmas Holy Eucharist 


        10 AM
LESSONS & CAROLS & Holy Eucharist, Rite II ~






(please sign up in the parish hall for the nine readings)


     11:15 AM
Sunday School

Wed
30 
9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist w/ Healing Prayers



7 PM
Holy Eucharist

Thu
  3   11 PM
New Year's Eve Eucharist & Door Jumping

2010

Fri Jan 1   2 - 6 PM
18th Annual NEW YEAR’S DAY POTLATCH/COVERED 

DISH/POTLUCK @ St. Matthew’s parish hall  ~  Come join us! ~

(Special Guests:  Brian Frejo & Culture Shock Camp)

Sat
  2
2 PM
Giant Christmas Pageant Practice for everyone~young & old!

Sun
  3
8 AM
Holy Eucharist, Rite I


     10 AM
GIANT CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & Holy Eucharist Rite II

Tue
  5
6 PM    
TWELFTH NIGHT CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH/

 POTLUCK & BURNING of the CHRISTMAS GREENS

Mon        11

ANNUAL REPORTS due from Parish activities

Sun     
  31
9:15 AM
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & Potluck ~ (One service only)

Midnite---Compline is said or sung every Sunday thru Friday except  next Thursday


The design on the bulletin cover is the historic Alaska Churchman/Epiphany cover created by Eustace Paul Ziegler in 1922.  It depicts the Nativity of Our Lord in an Alaskan setting.  A Fisherman, a Miner, and a Trapper, offering their gifts and worship, represent the Wise Men.  A fishnet, tall spruce trees, and snowcovered mountains form the backdrop.  On either side stand members of the Apostles to guard the Child.  St. Matthew’s, where the Alaska Churchman began in 1904, is honored on the bottom left.  St. George’s in Cordova, where Ziegler was priest and editor, is honored on the bottom right, with the Red Dragon.      


 The historic and holy icons on either side of the altar, anonymous gifts to the Church, depict St. Nicholas and St. Matthew.
FLOWER and CANDLE OFFERING


Flowers on the Altar and the poinsettias are given to the Glory of God, and in loving memory of Margaret Ann Fisher & Charlotte Adams by Charleen & family & Rebecca & William; Shane Adams Fisher by his sisters; Grandpa “Da-Da” Rev. David Salmon by Darrell, Charleen & girls & William; Admiral by his family; Millie Rothenburg by Betsy Sharp; Rick Smith by Louise Smith; Lyndsay by Myles & Marty Thomas; her Aunt Daisy Kennedy of South Africa by Helen Howard; Bella Francis by her family; Dan & Kitty Crevensten by their family

 And, in thanksgiving by


Oliver & Andrea Backlund
Ann Fleenor 
The Brice Families
Holly King


Myles & Marty Thomas
Karen Kiss
Click & Darlene Bishop
Diana Childs


Rich & Sandy Cummings
Gary Hopkins
Arlie & Carolyn Nethken
Pat Johnson 


Susan Stitham
Becky Snow
Joan Wilcox


for Tutu by her family; for Grandpa Row-Row by William, Shelby, Julia, Allyson, & Shani; 

And, for the safe return of those from hard places, and waiting for the return of the rest; Those traveling;  All who donated to our Love, INC. Adopt-A-Family;  Those serving overseas

for Ann, Darlene, Colette, Margaret, & Ron who donated new kitchenware 


The sanctuary candle is given to the Glory of God, and in thanksgiving for ALL OUR ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS and ALL OTHERS who helped decorate the Church and parish hall AND who help make Christmas Eve at St. Matthew's wonderful.


The funding for the closed circuit viewing and videotaping of the services tonight is given to the Glory of God, and in memory of others.

THOSE ASSISTING IN THE LITURGY


5:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.
Celebrant:
Fr. Scott Fisher
Fr. Scott Fisher
Fr. Scott Fisher

Latin Proclamation:
Susan Stitham



English Proclamation:  
Ray Cockerille
David Burrell

Old Testament:
Susan Stitham
Marty Thomas


Psalm Leader:
Diana Childs



Epistle:
Becky Snow
David Burrell
Cindy Stragier

Prayers Leaders:
Julia Cockerille


Crucifers:

Ron Moore
Phillip Bourdon

Acolytes:
Jesse Taylor
Jesse Taylor
Jesse Taylor

Chalice Bearers:  
Ann Fleenor
Shirley Lee
Bruce Gadwah, Bernice



Julia Cockerille
 Ron Moore
Aragon, Charlene Marth, Ushers:


Gene & Hilary Freeman

Organist:
Mary Ellen Koeller
Laura Vines
Laura Vines

Altar Guild:
     ------ALL MEMBERS----------------------------------------------------------

Video Operator:

------------Michael “Tree” Nelson--------------

