
The knower and known become one:  Moderate Realism

Forms exist as ideas in the mind of God.
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These forms exist as divine ideas in the Divine intellect.  
All things exist in God’s mind before their existence in 
the finite world of things.  God created the matter out of 
nothing and imposed upon it form, thereby creating a 
thing in reality.  This creative event is characterized in 
Scripture by the phrase, “and God said.”  The resultant 
object is composed of form and matter.

When a man knows an object in reality, the form of the 
thing comes to exist in the mind of the knower.  Man 
imitates God in that, while God is all things by virtue of 
His Divine Intelligence in which all forms exist as 
Divine ideas, so man becomes all things by obtaining the 
forms of things that come to exist in the mind of man 
as ideas.  

Consequently, it is not necessary for a man to back into 
the mind of God in order to know reality.  Rather, man 
knows reality by means of the form of the thing as it is 
in itself.  Forms are given by the real thing. They are 
not supplied by the mind.  The form is abstracted from 
the thing and recreated in the mind.

Moderate realism holds that universals really exist, but only insofar as they are instantiated in specific things; they do not exist 
separately from the specific thing.  In contrast,conceptualism holds that universals exist only in the mind and nominalism says 
they do not exist at all.


