







“And I establish My covenant with 
you; and all flesh shall never again be 
cut off by the water of the flood, 
neither shall there again be a flood to 
destroy the earth … This is the sign of 
the covenant which I am making 
between Me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all 
successive generations; I set My bow 
in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign 
of a covenant between Me and the 
earth.” 
Genesis 9:12-13
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1. A sovereign pronouncement by which God 
establishes a relationship of responsibility 
between Himself and mankind (Noahic 
Covenant), an individual (Abrahamic 
Covenant), a human family (Davidic 
Covenant), or a nation (Land & Mosaic 
Covenant).
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Covenant), a human family (Davidic 
Covenant), or a nation (Land & Mosaic 
Covenant).



2. Normally unconditional - God unilaterally 
accepts the obligation to fulfill the covenant 
(“I will”) in spite of failure on the part of the 
person or group with who He covenants. 
Conditions within a covenant does not mean 
the covenant is conditional, but that the 
enjoyment of the blessings (for obedience) 
or discipline (for disobedience) is governed 
by human response in the relationship. 
However, human failure is not permitted by 
God to abrogate or hinder ultimate 
fulfillment since it is based on God.
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3. A covenant is only understood to be 
conditional when it is expressly made 
dependent upon human acceptance of 
the terms of the contract: Mosaic 
Covenant (Ex. 19:5 - “if you will obey … 
you shall be,” vs. 8 - “All that the Lord 
has spoken we will do!”).  
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Now the LORD said to Abram,  “Go forth 
from your country, And from your relatives,  
And from your father’s house, To the land 
which I will show you; And I will make you a 
great nation, And I will bless you, and make 
your name great; And so you shall be a 
blessing; And I will bless those who bless 
you, And the one who curses you I will 
curse.  And in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” — Genesis 12:1-3
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Abraham’s sons

Abraham

HAGARSARAH

ISHMAELISAAC



But God said, “No, 
but Sarah your wife 
shall bear you a son, 
and you shall call his 
name Isaac; and I will 
establish My 
covenant with him for 
an everlasting 
covenant for his 
descendants after him
…“But My covenant I 
will establish with 
Isaac, whom Sarah 
will bear to you ….”

Genesis 17:19, 



Conflict according to Judaism:

Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this 
maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall 
not be an heir with my son Isaac.” But God said to 
Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the 
lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, 
listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants 
shall be named. Genesis 21: 10, 12
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shall be named. Genesis 21: 10, 12




 



 












  
 









  
 







































 


 









 


 









 









 





Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac … Genesis 
25:5

The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His 
oath to Isaac. 1 Chronicles 16:16; Psalm 105:9

“And now hear the word of the LORD: you are saying, 
‘You shall not prophesy against Israel nor shall you 
speak against the house of Isaac.’ Amos 7:16

Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac … Genesis 
25:5

The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His 
oath to Isaac. 1 Chronicles 16:16; Psalm 105:9
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And He took him outside and 
said, Now look toward the 
heavens, and count the stars, 
if you are able to count them. 
And He said
to him, So shall your descend-
ants be … Indeed I will greatly 
bless you, and I will greatly 
multiply your seed as the stars
of the heavens, and as the 
sand which is on the 
seashore; and your seed shall 
possess the gate of their 
enemies … And I will multiply 
your descendants as the stars
of heaven, and will give your 
descendants all these lands; 
and by your descendants all 
the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed. Genesis 15:5; 



And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son, 
and he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on 
together. And Isaac spoke 
to Abraham his father and 
said, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here I am, my son.” 
And he said, “Behold, the 
fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” And 
Abraham said, “God will 
pro-vide for Himself the 
lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.” 

















Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and 
behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his 
horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his 
son.    Genesis 22:13
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CONDITIONAL or UNCONDITIONAL?CONDITIONAL or UNCONDITIONAL?
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your 
country, and from your relatives and from your 
father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and
I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great; and so you shall be a 
blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
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(1) The command to Abraham to “go forth” is a condition
upon which covenantal fulfillment is based. “Go forth …
then “I will …”

(1) The command to Abraham to “go forth” is a condition
upon which covenantal fulfillment is based. “Go forth …
then “I will …”
(2) The command to Abraham to “go forth” is a the first in a 
sequence of events that will occur as God works out His 
previously announced unconditional covenant. “Go forth …
and “I will …”
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1. Abraham did not immediately leave his 
father’s house - had to wait until Terah died in 
Haran.
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5. Abraham did not immediately “bless the 
families of the earth” - had to wait for Messiah.
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Israel’s Promised LandIsrael’s Promised Land




















and you return to the LORD your God and obey Him with all 
your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, 
you and your sons, then the LORD your God will restore you 
from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather 
you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has 
scattered you.  If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, 
from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there 
He will bring you back.  And the LORD your God will bring you 
into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall 
possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more 
than your fathers.  Moreover the LORD your God will 
circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, in order that you may live. — Deuteronomy 30:2-6
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2091 BC Abraham is called to set out for Canaan

1405 BC Moses dies; Conquest of Canaan Begins

1398 BC Canaan is apportioned to the Twelve Tribes

1010 BC- 930 BC The United Kingdom of Israel under Saul, David, & 
Solomon

930- 722 BC Israel is divided into two kingdoms: Northern 
Kingdom “Israel: (10 tribes); Southern Kingdom 
“Judah” (2 tribes)



722 BC Northern Kingdom falls to the Assyrians

586 BC Judah is taken captive by the Babylonians

538 BC The Restoration of Judah with Zerubabbel and First 
Return of Exiles (Ezra 1-6)

458 BC Ezra leads a group of returnees: Second Return of 
Exiles (Ezra 7-10)

332 BC Israel conquered by Alexander the Great



166 BC Herod the Great Installed by Romans

142-129 BC Jewish autonomy under Hasmoneans

129-63 BC Jewish independency under Hasmonean monarchy

63 BC Jerusalem captured by the Roman General Pompey

63 BC- 313 AD Roman Rule over Israel

70 AD Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple

313-636 AD Byzantine Rule

636-1099 AD Arab Rule
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129-63 BC Jewish independency under Hasmonean monarchy

63 BC Jerusalem captured by the Roman General Pompey

63 BC- 313 AD Roman Rule over Israel

70 AD Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple

313-636 AD Byzantine Rule
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1099-1291 AD Crusader Domination (Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem)

1291-1561 AD Mamluk Rule

1517-1917 AD Ottoman Rule (400 years)

1917 AD Ottoman Rule ended with British conquest of 
Israel. Balfour Declaration which viewed as an 
endorsement of the national Jewish homeland in the 
Holy Land

1948 AD The Establishment of Modern Israel
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When you become the father of children and children’s children 
and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make 
an idol in the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the 
sight of the LORD your God so as to provoke Him to anger, I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you shall 
surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over the 
Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but shall be 
utterly destroyed.  And the LORD will scatter you among the 
peoples, and you shall be left few in number among the nations, 
where the LORD shall drive you.  And there you will serve gods, 
the work of man’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor 
hear nor eat nor smell.  But from there you will seek the LORD
your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your 
heart and all your soul.  When you are in distress and all these 
things have come upon you, in the latter days, you will return to 
the LORD your God and listen to His voice.  For the LORD your 
God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you 
nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to 
them.        Deuteronomy 4:25-31 
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Outline of Prophetic Events from Deuteronomy 4

1) Israel and her descendants would remain long in the land.
2) Israel would act corruptly and slip into idolatry.
3) Israel would be exiled from the land.
4) The Lord will scatter them among the nations.
5) Israel would be given over to idolatry during the Diaspora.
6) While dispersed among the nations, Israel would seek and find 
the Lord when they search for Him will all their heart.
7) Israel would enter a time of tribulation, said to occur in the latter 
days, during which time they would turn to the Lord
8) Basis is unconditional nature of the covenants: "For the Lord 
your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy 
you nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to 
them.”
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Israel’s Future in Deuteronomy 26—28

26:3–13; 28:1–14—Conditions of blessing to follow               
obedience

31:16–21—The coming apostasy

28:15–60—The affliction that God would bring upon Israel,
while still in the land, because of her apostasy

28:32–39, 48–57—Israel will be taken captive

27; 32—The enemies of Israel will possess her land for a 
time

28:38–42; 29:23—The land itself will remain desolate
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Israel’s Future in Deuteronomy 28—32

28:63–67; 32:26—Israel will be scattered among the 
nations

28:62—Time will come when Israel will be “few in number”

28:44–45—Punished, but will not destroyed if she repents

28:40–41; 30:1–2—Israel will repent in her tribulation

30:3–10—Israel will be gathered from the nations and 
brought back to her divinely given land

28:63–67; 32:26—Israel will be scattered among the 
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28:62—Time will come when Israel will be “few in number”
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28:40–41; 30:1–2—Israel will repent in her tribulation

30:3–10—Israel will be gathered from the nations and 
brought back to her divinely given land
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Promise of eternal, political rule
of a descendant of David

Promise of eternal, political rule
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PROMISE OF THE DAVIDIC COVENANT
Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD of hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
that you should be ruler over My people Israel. And I have been with 
you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the 
great men who are on the earth. I will also appoint a place for My 
people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place
and not be disturb-ed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more 
as formerly, even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD 
also declares to you that the LORD will make a house for you. When 
your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and 
he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with 
the rod of men and the stroke of the sons of men, but My 
lovingkindness shall not depart from him, As I took it away from Saul, 
whom I removed from before you. And your house and your kingdom 
shall endure before Me forever; your throneshall be established forever. 

2 Samuel 7:8-16
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shall endure before Me forever; your throneshall be established forever. 

2 Samuel 7:8-16











“If his sons forsake My law, And do not walk in My 
judgments, If they violate My statutes, And do not 
keep My commandments, Then I will visit their 
transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with 
stripes. But I will not break off My lovingkindness 
from him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. My 
covenant I will not violate, Nor will I alter the 
utterance of My lips. Once I have sworn by My 
holiness; I will not lie to David. His descendants 
shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun
before Me. It shall be established forever like the 
moon, And the witness in the sky is faithful.”
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transgression with the rod, And their iniquity with 
stripes. But I will not break off My lovingkindness 
from him, Nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. My 
covenant I will not violate, Nor will I alter the 
utterance of My lips. Once I have sworn by My 
holiness; I will not lie to David. His descendants 
shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun
before Me. It shall be established forever like the 
moon, And the witness in the sky is faithful.”



There will be no end to the increase of His 
government or of peace, On the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold 
it with justice and righteousness From then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
accomplish this.    Isaiah 9:7

Also see Zephaniah 3

There will be no end to the increase of His 
government or of peace, On the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold 
it with justice and righteousness From then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
accomplish this.    Isaiah 9:7

Also see Zephaniah 3



In anticipation of our study of Christianity as 
a world religion:

The New Testament writers contend that Jesus 
Christ is that Messiah. See The Gospel of 
Matthew and Philippians 2:5-11. In his first 
coming Jesus fulfilled the Suffering Servant 

prophesy of Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and when he 
returns at his second coming he will fulfill the 

biblical covenants (Revelation 19 and 20).
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“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD,  when 
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant 
which I made with their fathers in the day I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, although I was a husband 
to them,  declares the LORD.  But this is the covenant 
which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days,” declares the LORD,  I will put My law within 
them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their 
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I

• Writers of the New Testament contend that 
Jesus Christ is the predicted Messiah of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. So, in relation to that 
view, the following is how many Christians 
see the outworking of the covenants in the 
history of Israel. 
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