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WORLDVIEW REVIEW GUIDE FOR CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM
CBS
This final exam will include all from updated mid-term review. Also, unlike mid-term review, I’ve also included remaining portion of chapter 6, and chapters 7, 8, and 9, and 13 from Power of Ideas (see specific sections) and remaining chapters from Unshakable Foundations.  
I. From lectures:

1.
What is a worldview?

2.
How are worldviews formed?

3.
What three sets of questions can we ask in order to evaluate a worldview?


a.
What are we? Where did we come from? Questions of origin.


b.
What’s gone wrong with the world? Question of sin.


c.
What can be done to fix the problems of the world? Question of redemption.

4.
What are the seven categories of a worldview? What do these categories or basic terms mean?

a.
God


b.
Reality


c.
Truth


d.
Knowledge


e.
Humanity


f.
Ethics


g.
Evil

5.
Why do we believe what we believe? Related, what is the goal of worldview thinking?

a.
Psychological reasons:


b.
Sociological reasons:


c.
Religious reasons:


d.
Philosophical reasons:


e.
Accurate biblical exegesis and systematic theological coherence

6.
Know this Blaise Pascal quote: “People almost invariably arrive at their beliefs not on the basis of proof but on the basis of what they find attractive.”

7.
What is Shockley’s definition of truth?

a.
What is the Pragmatic theory of truth?


b.
What is Coherence theory of truth?

8.
Know Plato’s Metaphysics & Epistemology Chart

9.
Know Chart on Presocratic Philosophy (see chart on website)
10.
Regarding God’s existence:

a.
Moral Law Argument and 8 evidences for it. See powerpoint.

11.
What is Shockley’s seven fold criteria for evaluating truth-claims?


a.


b.


c.


d.


e.


f.


g.

12.
Be able to compare and contrast worldview systems as reflected on powerpoint on worldview systems (e.g., naturalistic worldview vs. postmodern worldview).

13.
Be able to explain how biblical doctrines relate to worldview thinking for the Christian believer. See worldview systems chart.
14.
Understand Augustine’s view of “evil” and free-will defense theory regarding the problem of evil. 

15.
Understand the 5 problems/solutions offered about evil and theism:


1.
Problem 1: Evil affirms the non-existence of God;

Counter response by theist:  Evil actually affirms the existence of God because of the moral law argument. Also, you have the use of the ontological argument.

“One of the strongest arguments against the existence of God is the presence of evil and suffering in the world. Can you not the see what is brought in through the back door in that question? Because if there’s evil, there’s good. If there’s good there has to be a moral law. If there’s a moral law there has to be a transcendent moral lawgiver. But that’s what the skeptic is trying to disprove and not prove. Because if there is no moral law giver, there’s no moral law. If there’ no moral law there’s no good. If there’s no good there’s no evil. So what’s the question, really? The strongest argument against the existence of God actually assumes God in the objection.”


2.
Problem 2: God is not all-perfect:

Response: Leibniz type argument: “No one has demonstrated that any alternative world is morally better than the one we have.  Hence, no antitheist can show that God did not create the best world, even given the privation of God.  This, of course, does not mean that the theist is committed to the belief that this present world is the best world that can be achieved.  God is not finished yet, and Scripture promises that something better will be achieved.  The theist’s assumption is that this world is the best way to the best world achievable.”


3.
Problem 3: God is the author of evil



Response:  Evil is not a substance but a corruption of a substance.


4.
Problem 4:  Natural evil;

Response: Leibniz type argument: “No one has demonstrated that any alternative world is morally better than the one we have.  Hence, no antitheist can show that God did not create the best world, even given the privation of God.  This, of course, does not mean that the theist is committed to the belief that this present world is the best world that can be achieved.  God is not finished yet, and Scripture promises that something better will be achieved.  The theist’s assumption is that this world is the best way to the best world achievable.” 


5.
Problem 5: Gratuitous (pointless) evil: 

Response: If God exists, then pointless evil does not exist. Lack of capacity to see all things from God’s perspective… are we really in a position to declare that pointless evil does occur? 

16.
The Problem of evil and worldviews:

1.
Atheism affirms evil but denies the reality of God;

2.
Finite godism can claim that God desires to destroy evil but is unable to because he is limited in power;

3.         Deism can distance God from evil by stressing that God is not in the


 world, but beyond it.


4.         Panentheism insists that evil is a necessary part of the ongoing 

progress of the interaction of God and the world.


5.         Pantheism affirms the reality of God but denies the reality of evil.


6.         Theism affirms both the reality of both God and evil.


III.   From Unshakable Foundations & Power of Ideas:
A.
From your reading of Shakable Foundations, be able to answer the following questions:

1.
What are first principles and why begin with logic? (Chapter 1)

2.
Can the laws of logic be used as a test for truth (Chapter 1)? If so, explain.

3.
What is truth? (Chapter 2): Explain

4.
Why are worldviews important (Chapter 3)? Explain. 

5.
Is science a matter of faith (Chapter 4)? 


6.
Questions About the Cosmos (chapter 5)?


7.
Questions about the Origin of Life (chapter 6)?

8.
Questions about Macroevolution (chapter 7)?


9.
Questions about Intelligent Design (chapter 8)?


10.
Questions about Law (chapter 9)?


11.
Questions about Justice (chapter 10)?


12.
Questions about God and Evil (chapter 11)?


13.
Questions about Ethics and Morals (chapter 14)?


14.
Questions about True Meaning and Heaven (chapter 15)?


15.
Appendix: First Principle Responses to Ethical Questions (pp. 371-397).

IV.  Power of Ideas: Chapters, 1-10, and 13.
Chapter 1:

1.
What is logic?

2.
What is the Socratic method?

3.
What is reduction ad Absurdum?

4.
What is a fallacy? What are the fallacies?


a.
Switching the burden of proof


b.
Begging the question


c.
Argumentum ad hominem


d.
Straw man


e.
False dilemma


f.
Appeal to emotion


g.
Red herring

5.
What is metaphysics?

6.
What is epistemology?

7.
What is Moral philosophy?

8.
What is Social philosophy?

9.
What is political philosophy?

10.
What is aesthetics?

Chapter 2:

1.
Understand the Nature of being section (pg. 21)

2.
Come to grips with the debate between Heraclitus and Parmenides (pp. 25-28)

3.
Comes to grips with the debate between Empedocles and Anaxagoras (pp. 28-29)

4.
Who were the Atomists (pp. 30-33)? What is significant about their views?

5.
What is determinism? What is free will?


Chapter 3:

1.
Who was Socrates and what did he want to discover (pg. 36)?

2.
Know the Cave on pg. 41.

3.
Understand Plato’s Theory of Forms, pg. 38-44

4.
See the chart on pg. 51 on the Visible world and Intelligible world on pg. 51

Chapter 4:

1.
Who was Aristotle (pg. 64)?

2.
What is it to be (pp. 64-65)?

3.
Essence and existence (pg. 66-67).

4.
Ten Basic Categories (pg. 67-68)

5.
The Three Souls (pg. 68)

6.
Aristotle and the Theory of Forms (pp. 68-69) 

7.
Aristotle’s theory of Knowledge (pg. 70)

Chapter 5:

1.
Hellenistic age?

2.
Who was Plotinus?

3.
Who was Augustine? 

4.
Who as Sextus Empiricus? (pg. 80) What is significant about him?

5.
What are the “Ten Tropes? (pg. 80)

6.
How did Augustine refute total skepticism? (pp. 81-82)

7.
What is realism? (pg. 87)

8.
What is conceptualism? (pg. 87)

9.
What is nominalism (pg. 87)

10.
Who is Thomas Aquinas? (pg. 88-90) What is significant about him?

Chapter 6:

1.
Know Scientific Revolution section on pg. 97

2.
Understand Descartes, his contribution to modern philosophy, and his use of methodic doubt to obtain certainty.
3.
Know Chapter 6 completely:


a.
main ideas of Descartes and Dualism


b.
Hobbes and Materialism


c.
Spinoza


d.
Leibniz


e.
Idealism of Locke and Berkeley

Chapter 7:

1. Main ideas of David Hume
2. Main ideas of Kant

a. No need to go beyond Kant in chapter 7.

Chapter 8: 

a. Know major ideas of Existentialism

b. Two Existentialists:  158-168 (no need to Phenomenology)

Chapter 9:

a. Pragmatism:  pp. 205-208.

b. John Dewey
Chapter 10:

1.
What is ethics?

2.
Ethical skepticism (pg. 254)

3.
Descriptive relativism (pg. 256)

4.
Cultural Relativism (pg. 256)



5.
Individual Relativism (pg. 256)



6.
Subjectivist ethical philosophies is what? (pg. 256)



7.
Egoism (pg. 256)




a.
Descriptive egoism (pg. 256)




b.
Prescriptive egoism (pg. 256)



8.
Hedonism (pg. 257)




a.
Psychological hedonism (pg. 257)




b.
Ethical hedonism (pg. 257)



9.
Egoistic ethical hedonism (pg. 258)



10.
Universalistic ethical hedonism (pg. 258)



11.
What are the five main ethical frameworks (pg. 258)


12.
Who were the sophists? Why are they important? What did they do? (pg.

 259)



13.
Why is Socrates important (pg. 259)



14.
Understand the following ethical ideas of the following people in chapter 10:




a.
Plato (pp. 259-263)




b.
Aristotle (pp. 264-266)




c.
Epicureanism and Stoicism (pp. 266-270)




d.
Natural Law (pg. 268)




e.
St. Augustine (pp. 270-271)




f.
St. Hildegard (pp. 272-273)




g.
Heloise and Abelard (pp. 274-276)




h.
St. Thomas Aquinas (pp. 276-277)




i.
Hobbes and Hume (pp. 277-281)




j.
Kant (pp. 281-284)





1.
Hypothetical Imperative (pg. 283)





2.
Categorical Imperative (pg. 283)




k.
The Utilitarians: Bentham and Mill:  pp. 284-288)




l.
Nietzsche:  pp. 288-289
Chapter 13:  Philosophy of Religion:

1. Anselm

2. Aquinas

a. Five Ways

3.  Descartes

4. Kierkegaard and Pascal’s Wager
III. Important Terms to Know as Used in Class:

1.  Biases.  Biases are fixed presuppositions that do not change unless placed under extreme duress.  

 2.  Preunderstandings.  Preunderstandings are moldable influences that come and go depending upon contextual setting.  They are fluid-like.




3.   Faith.  The reliance upon that which you have reason to believe is true and     trustworthy.

4.   Panentheism.   God is in the universe (e.g., as a mind is in a body).

5.   Pantheism: God is the universe.

6.   Finite Godism:  Finite God both beyond and in the universe.

9.  Deism: God is the beyond the universe (not in it).

10. Theism: God is both beyond and in the universe.

11.  Atheism: There is no God.

12. Soft agnosticism: Do not yet have enough evidence to know whether God exists.

12. Hard agnosticism: One cannot know whether God exists.

13.  Law of Non-Contradiction.  This first undeniable principle of logic affirms that opposites cannot both be true. As Aristotle observed, “Nothing can be and not be at the same time in the same respect.”

14.
Noetic effects of sin:  Effect of sin upon the mind. 
