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Center of Christianity: Person 
& Work of Jesus Christ:

1. Trinity
2. Humanity/Deity of Jesus Christ at the Incarnation
3. Kenosis from Philippians 2:5-11: What Did Jesus Christ Empty?
4. The Relation of the Two Natures to the Self-Consciousness of Christ
5. The Relation of the Two Natures to the Will of Christ 
6. Peccability/Impeccability of Jesus Christ
7. Theories of Atonement



The Creed of Chalcedon. 451 AD:

THEREFORE, following the holy fathers, we all 
with one accord teach men to acknowledge 
one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
at once complete in Godhead and complete in 
manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting 
also of a reasonable soul and body;
of one substance with the Father as regards his 
Godhead, and at the same time of one 
substance with us as regards his manhood;
like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards 
his Godhead, begotten of the Father before 
the ages, but yet as regards his manhood 
begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of 
Mary the Virgin, the Godbearer; 



Creed of Chalcedon Continues…

…one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-
begotten, recognized in two natures, without 
confusion, without change, without division, 
without separation; the distinction of natures being 
in no way annulled by the union, but rather the 
characteristics of each nature being preserved and 
coming together to form one person and 
subsistence, not as parted or separated into two 
persons,but one and the same Son and Only-
begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as 
the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us,
and the creed of the fathers has handed down to 
us.



H. Wayne House, Charts of Christian Theology and 
Doctrine, 55. 



Why Creed of 
Chalcedon? 

Ebionism (2nd Century): 
Christ had the Spirit after 
his baptism; he was not 
preexistent. Denied the 
genuine deity of Christ. 



Why Creed of Chalcedon? 

Docetism (Late 1st Century): Jesus 
appeared human but was really 

divine. Why? They associated evil 
with the material world. Proponents 

include Basilides, Valentinus, 
Patripassians, & Sabellians.  



Why Creed of 
Chalcedon? 

Arianism (4TH Century): 
Denied the genuine deity of 
Christ. Rather, Christ as the 

first and highest created 
being, homoiousia, not 
homoousia. Proponent, 

Arius, presbyter of 
Alexandria. 



Why Creed of Chalcedon?

Appollinarians: Denied the human 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, thus the 

completeness of Jesus’ humanity (4th

century). Proponents include 
Appollinarius, bishop of Laodicea & 

Justin Martyr.



Why Creed of Chalcedon?

Nestorians (5th century): 
Denied the union of two 

nature of Jesus Christ.  
Unity was perceived to be 

moral not organic-thus two 
persons with the human 

being completely 
controlled by the divine. 

Proponent was Nestorius, 
5th-century bishop of 

Constantinople. 



Why Creed of Chalcedon?

Eutychians (5th 
Century): Denied the 

distinction of the 
human and divine 

nature. Monophysitist; 
the human nature was 

swallowed by the 
divine to create a new 
third nature- a terrium

quid.  Proponent: 
Eutychius; Theodosius 

II. 


