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This morning I am privileged to introduce the Reverend _________ _________ as our speaker this morning.  This day is special because he will be expositing God’s Word before a congregation for the very first time.  But it is not only special for him, one in which _________ will always remember, but it is special for us as well. Why? Today we are bearing witness to the growth and development of a gentleman that God has raised up in our church. A few years ago we affirmed his calling and orthodoxy at his ordination. Now we are asked by God to be receptive to the message from God’s Word that he has been given to deliver to us.  God is calling Him to be an expositor of the Word.
This is no small event for us. Why? Do you realize what is all required of one who seeks to be an expositor of God’s Word? While so many churches ignore the whole counsel of the Word of God, a Bible church like ours does not. Just consider what all is involved!  According to the late DTS Merrill F. Unger, an expositor must possess at least seven spiritual qualifications:
 
1. He must be Regenerate:  

It is amazing that I would even have to say this, but it is an obvious fact that many people that preach from the pulpit today have never received eternal life.  This is terrible! Thus, the sermons of unsaved men are occupied with truisms, maxims, and stories. These sermons may also be delivered by skilled rhetoric and an incredible use of technology. While their sermons may be memorable, they leave people spiritually and existentially malnourished. But __________, you are saved and the indwelling Holy Spirit ministered to you in your preparation.  Give us the Word!  We as a congregation benefit this morning from _______’s salvation (1 Cor. 2:11).

2. He must be Spirit-Filled and Spirit-Taught:

It is not still enough to be saved.  The preacher must be yielded the Spirit’s Control, adjusted to God’s purpose, and under the submission of the Spirit’s conviction, counsel, and power.

3. Divinely Called and Commissioned:


Dr. Unger states:

 
“…the Bible expositor must possess the settled conviction that God has called  and separated him to the Gospel ministry as a life work. This call and commission has been the portion of all God’s prophets and apostles throughout Old and New Testament times.”

4. Excellent Christian Character:


No other qualification is as important to the success of the preacher of the Bible as the consistent godliness before God and consistent righteousness before others.

Unger puts it this way:

“What a man is, in a sense, is more important than what he says. Unless the silent sermon of a godly life is present to preach effectively, the spoken sermon never will.”


He goes on to say:


“People may forgive many deficiencies in preachers of the Bible, but inconsistency of Christian character never!” The preacher’s life and testimony must be the channel of truth to men. Life is to be communicated as well as words conveyed. The water of life must flow through cleansed channels. The bread of life must be broken and dispenses with clean hands. The power of the Spirit must be manifested through empty and yielded vessels.  The truths of God Word of God must become ‘living and personal in living persons’”

5. A Man of Abiding Prayer:


 Unfortunately, for so many of us, this is their greatest failure.  As a result, their teachings are occupied with intellectual terms and concepts, but devoid of time spent with God.   There is no substitute for deep, intimate prayer whereby you are bended before God Himself.   The books that may surround your study should never substitute the necessity of significant time spent with God. There is no adequate substitute. If you walk that dark path, choosing to write sermons devoid of that abiding intimacy with God in prayer, know this: your sermons will be filled with intellectual terms and neat categories and exegetical information, but will be devoid of what is needed the most from the congregation: time spent with God.  You will not adequately experience the change you are demanding from your audience. Duplicity develops, arrogance gains a footing, and hypocrisy finds expression.


Unger asserts:

“There can be no substitute for definite and stated times of fellowship with God. This exercise of soul is indispensible. It is the gateway to enlarged spheres of service. It is the time when God speaks through His Word to His servant that His servant by lip and life may speak to his needy fellow man.

6. A Student of the Scriptures:


“The expositor must live in his Bible.”

7. Spiritually Gifted:


God does not call a person into ministry, without giving him the spiritual gifts and talents to carry it out.  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets, and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11).

I c
I close my introduction with candid advice by the one and only Charles Spurgeon, the prince of preachers. These thoughts are for you, _________:
1.
It is okay to feel inadequate to stand before others. In a sermon that dates back to 1894, Charles Spurgeon offers this candid confession:

Often, when I come in at the door and my eyes fall on this vast congregation, I feel a tremor go through me to think that I should have to speak to you all and be, in some measure, accountable for your future state. Unless I preach the Gospel faithfully and with all my heart, your blood will be required at my hands. Do not wonder, therefore, that when I am weak and sick, I feel my head swim when I stand up to speak to you, and my heart is often faint within me. But I do have this joy at the back of it all—God does set many sinners free in this place! Some people reported that I was mourning that there were no conversions. Brothers and Sisters, if you were all to be converted tonight, I should mourn for the myriads outside! —1894, Sermon #2371 

          2.
Believe what you preach. “Spurgeon once said, “I believed, therefore have I spoken,” is a text which should be written over every minister’s study door, and over his pulpit, too.”
          3.
Preach What Matters Most:

“Painfully do I call to mind hearing one Sabbath evening a deliverance called a sermon, of which the theme was a clever enquiry as to whether an angel did actually descend, and stir the pool at Bethesda, or whether it was an intermitting spring, concerning which Jewish superstition had invented a legend. Dying men and women were assembled to hear the way of salvation, and they were put off with such vanity as this! They came for bread, and received a stone; the sheep looked up to the shepherd, and were not fed.


In other words, do not give us trivialities, clever stories, or unimportant issues.  Preach Christ!  In fact, never give a sermon without preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ!

          4.
You are not the authority over Scripture; you are a servant of the Scripture. You are not the magistrate of Scripture; you bear testimony to the Scripture.   Spurgeon reminds us: “You are the same species as your hearers.”

          5.
Lastly, I want you to consider some words from the beloved Billy Graham: “The test of a preacher is that his congregation goes away saying, not, 'What a lovely sermon!' but 'I will do something.'”
________, we invite you to “give us something to believe in!”
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